
 

 DPR523A  *Required information 

Page   1   of   8 *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)   Greyhound Lines 

P1.  Other Identifier:  None  

*P2.  Location:  Not for Publication  Unrestricted *a. County  Alameda 

  and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

   *b.  USGS 7.5’ Quad  Oakland West Date  1993 photo revised  Township & Range No data 
   c.  Address    100 - 115 Berkeley Square  City  Berkeley   Zip  94704 

   d.  UTM:  (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone 10S; 564385mE/ 4191752mN 

   e.  Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 
 Assessor’s Parcel Number:  57-2032-15, -16; 

East side of Shattuck Avenue between Addison and Center Streets. 

*P3a Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)  

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)    HP6. 1-3 story commercial building 

*P4 Resources Present:      Building    Structure    Object    Site    District    Element of District    Other (Isolates, etc.) 

  

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, 
accession #) 

*P6. Date Constructed/Age & Sources: 
  Historic  Prehistoric  Both 

*P7. Owner and Address: 

*P8. Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, and 

address) 

F. Maggi, L. Dill, & S. Winder  

Archives & Architecture, LLC 

PO Box 1332 

San Jose CA 95109-1332 

*P9. Date Recorded: March 30, 2015 

*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 

Intensive 

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”.) 

*Attachments:  NONE  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure and Object Record   Archaeological 
Record  District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling State Record  Rock Art Record  Artifact Record  Photograph Record  

 Other (List) 

 

State of California – The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI # 

PRIMARY RECORD  Trinomial 

  NRHP Status Code    6Y 
 Other Listings 

 Review  Code                      Reviewer                         Date  

 

This two-story Streamline Moderne building spans two properties with a pair of wings that 

share one design and one history. Known initially as the Greyhound Lines Building is legally 

divided into two through-block (double-frontage) parcels under two separate ownerships. The 

building as whole is a Contributor to the Shattuck Avenue Downtown Historic District.  

 

Built in 1940-41, the bipartite building includes materials and details from an era when 

streamline design was considered a fitting futuristic style for a transportation hub. The 

proportions and materials of the building continue today to serve as a rare and distinct 

example of the Streamline Moderne style in Berkeley. 

 (Continued on next page) 

View facing southwest, 

January 2015. 

1940, 75 years old, based 

on COB permit files.  

 

See next page. 

 

 Archives & Architecture LLC: Shattuck Avenue Commercial Corridor Historic Context and Survey, 2015. 
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The Greyhound Lines Building sits within a historic setting of mostly older buildings that 

are part of the primary corridor of commercial buildings lining Shattuck Avenue and the 

transit center that connects the city with the University of California campus. This 

flatiron-shaped block was notably the site of the Berkeley train station from 1908 through 

1938, so all the buildings addressed on Berkeley Square were built after the demolition of 

the station. 

 

The continuous north and south wings read as a single building, as they share materials and 

details in common. The overall composition includes a tall, vertically detailed main entrance 

block that is flanked by a pair of slightly lower, horizontally detailed two-story wings. The 

central wing features centered doorways, on both street frontages, which extend into a 

vertical expanse of windows; the side wings feature ribbons of horizontal windows and ground-

floor storefronts. 

 

The similar east and west façades of the south wing each feature a tripartite ground floor 

storefront configuration. The center opening on each façade is a recessed doorway. The two 

outer storefronts on each façade feature plate-glass display windows. The storefront 

materials are aluminum; some is original, and some might be replacement. The west entry 

consists of an unusual Streamline-Modern pair of doors with horizontal muntins. This doorway 

also features a tile floor. The east door is an asymmetrically placed 1-lite door and may be 

a replacement. Surrounding all of the storefronts at the walls and bulkheads are large square 

black tiles, laid in a stacked bond. Fixed cloth awnings have been added to every storefront. 

Above the storefronts is a shallow header band. Topping the headers are serpentine parapet 

bands that consist of two rows of smaller black tiles. At each streetscape, the upper floor 

walls are set behind these curving accents. The upper walls are stucco and are visually 

divided by narrow raised string courses. Slightly projecting ribbons of 1-lite windows 

accentuate the horizontality of this level. On the east façade, the pattern of windows is 4-

12-9. On the west façade, the windows are arranged in an 8-9-8 pattern. This south wing is 

topped by a flat roof that extends in a shallow eave with plain, Moderne fascia. 

 

The prominent stucco entry tower of the north wing has a raised flat roof that bridges the 

entire building to cap the matching east and west façades. The flat roof is prominent above 

each entrance because each wall has a recessed central vertical window wall, exposing the 

soffit. There is a pair of chimneys that rise vertically from the high roof. Each window wall 

is flanked by a pair of stucco-clad, visually solid, outer corners. These two-story side 

walls curve into the recess with decorative reeding and a couple of narrow side windows. The 

upper window design on the east includes a pattern of windows and metal louvers in a Moderne 

pattern of rectangles and squares. On the west side is a pattern of metal louvers only. The 

recess is interrupted on each façade by a wedge-shaped cantilevered canopy that is flat on 

top and creates an angled ceiling beneath. The doorway on the east side appears to have been 

altered; it consists of an aluminum side-entry door for the north retail space. The doorway 

on the west consists of a pair of aluminum doors with 1-lite each. 

 

 

(Continued on next page) 

 

 

From DPR523A, P7 

South parcel: 

Norman & Mary Spitzer Trust 

1616 University Ave., Berkeley, Ca 94703 

 

North parcel: 

Janta Realty Inc. and Batra Manju 

1616 University Ave., Berkeley, CA 94703 

State of California – The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI # 

CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial 
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The north end of the building is shorter than the entry tower, and features a flat roof with 

moderate, thin, Moderne eaves. The first floor serves two ground-floor retail spaces, one at 

each corner, accessed from the entry towers. These have original storefront materials and 

details. The second floor includes ribbons of windows in asymmetrical groupings, emphasizing 

the horizontally of the design. Both outer corners are clipped at a diagonal, full-height, 

and the eaves are clipped at a diagonal as well. The storefronts feature large black tile 

bulkheads, continuous with the tile base at the entry block, and continuous with the 

neighboring wing at 115 Berkeley Square. The display windows are framed with aluminum. A 

permanent cantilevered canopy extends from the north façade across the full depth of the 

sidewalk along Addison Street. The canopy angles up slightly, and is hung from braces above. 

The configuration of the walls and openings between the storefronts here indicate that the 

original design likely included a more prominent feature at this location, possibly the 

canopy provided protection for people boarding buses on Addison Street. The design has been 

altered over time to accommodate a service entrance for the west corner tenant use. The upper 

wall aligns closely with the east storefront face. The upper wall is set back from the 

Addison Street first floor wall and from the west storefront wall. At Addison Street, the 
first floor is mostly roofed by the canopy, but the northwest corner, along both frontages, 

is protected by a cloth awning that conceals the underlying roof. The upper walls are smooth, 

without horizontal string courses. At the northeast corner, the ribbon of windows wraps the 

corner in a 7-2-4 pattern (clockwise). At the northwest corner, the windows are grouped in a 

15-5-10-2-5-2 pattern (clockwise). 

 

The storefronts of this building serve pedestrian traffic that flows along Shattuck Avenue to 

related downtown urban uses. The wedge-shaped block, historically associated with the train 

tracks and train station, now points to the center square of Berkeley’s Downtown, where the 

BART station concentrates the pedestrian component of the commercial corridor. The footprint 

of the subject parcel is trapezoidal. 

 

Character-defining features include: three-sided structure; party-wall commercial building 

form; tripartite ground floor storefront along Shattuck Avenue; recessed central doorways; 

symmetrically placed outer display windows; unusual double entry door with horizontal muntins 

on south wing; tile entrance floor; first-floor black tile cladding; shallow header band 

topped by tiled serpentine parapet bands; stucco second-story walls with raised string 

courses; ribbon windows; flat roof that extends in a shallow Moderne eave; tall, stucco entry 
tower with flat roof; recessed central vertical window walls; two-story curved side walls 

with reeding; and cantilevered entry canopies. Alterations include aluminum storefront 

replacement materials and fixed storefront awnings and altered doorways.  

 

The historic elements of the building appear in very good condition.  

 

 (Continued on next page) 
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Storefront on east side of building, viewed facing southwest. 

 

Storefront on west side of building, viewed facing north. 
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Detail views, entry on Shattuck Avenue on left viewed facing east, and upper northeast corner 

at Addison Street, viewed facing south. 

 

Detail view of ground floor along Addison Street with original bus loading entry, viewed 

facing east. 
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