State of California — The Resources Agency Primary #
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #

PRIMARY RECORD Trinomial

NRHP Status Code 2s2
Other Listings

Review Code Reviewer Date
Page 1 of 6 *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder) Homestead Loan Association
P1. Other Identifier : Berkeley Art Museum
*P2. Location: [] Not for Publication [X] Unrestricted *a. County Alameda
and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad Oakland West Date 1993 Township & Range No data
c. Address 2270 Shattuck Ave. City Berkeley Zip 94704

d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone 10S; 564361mE/ 4191424mN
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)
Assessor’s Parcel Number: 57-2028-2;
West side of Shattuck Avenue between Bancroft Way and Kittredge Street.
*P3a Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)

A former Neoclassical bank building and art museum with a long history of significant
alterations, the Homestead Loan Association Building is a Contributor to the Shattuck Avenue
Downtown Historic District for its remaining historical associations. Although the storefront
level is relatively recent; the remaining Art Deco second-story facade, as well as the
encapsulated 1905 structure and its historical associations, continue today to evoke a
significant commercial building design in the downtown core.

The building sits within a historic setting of mostly older buildings that are part of the
primary corridor of commercial buildings lining Shattuck Avenue and the transit center that

connects the city with the University of California campus.

(Continued on next page)

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP6. 1-3 story commercial building

*P4 Resources Present:  [X] Building [] Structure [] Object [] Site [ District [] Element of District [] Other (Isolates, etc.)

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,
accession #)

View facing southwest,
December 2014.

*P6. Date Constructed/Age & Sources:
X Historic [] Prehistoric [] Both

1905, 110 years old, based
on COB permit files.

*P7. Owner and Address:

Ji & Fu Jihwa Trust
985 Dee Ct.
Walnut Creek, CA 94597

*P8. Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, and
address)

F. Maggi, L. Dill, & S. Winder
Archives & Architecture, LLC
PO Box 1332

San Jose CA 95109-1332

*P9. Date Recorded: March 30, 2015

*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”.)
Archives & Architecture LLC: Shattuck Avenue Commercial Corridor Historic Context and Survey, 2015.

*Attachments: [] NONE [] Location Map [] Sketch Map [X] Continuation Sheet [X] Building, Structure and Object Record [] Archaeological
Record [X] District Record [] Linear Feature Record [] Milling State Record [ ] Rock Art Record [] Artifact Record [] Photograph Record
[ Other (List)
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(Continued from previous page)

The Homestead Loan Association Building features an Art Deco upper-wall composition that has
been painted white. The false-front is clad in stucco that frames a pair of stepped tower-
like features that are possibly colored tile. At the base of this second-floor wall is an
unusual plaster cornice with a folded zig-zag surface and stepped elements that correspond to
the upper tower features. The ground floor and mezzanine level have been completely
remodeled. These currently include storefronts that are recessed between the side piers.
These have with proportionately small display windows set into a boxy stucco frame. An “I”7-
beam post supports the mezzanine level, with its horizontal slider windows.

This building serves pedestrian traffic that flows along Shattuck Avenue to related downtown
urban uses. The building footprint is a narrow rectangle. The frontage is approximately 30
feet while the depth of the parcel is about 100 feet.

Character-defining features include: overall party-wall commercial building form; false-
front, stucco upper wall; second-floor Art Deco three-dimensional ornaments; zig-zag cornice.

Alterations include the entire ground floor and mezzanine level.

The historic elements of the building appear in fair condition.

Detail of storefront, viewed facing south.

(Continued on next page)
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Detail view of upper facade, viewed facing southwest.
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In the late 1920s, it housed the Berkeley Art Museum for a brief time, which had been
established and run by the Berkeley Art Association, under the direction of Samuel Hume. It
was renovated again in 1932, and the interior was reoriented towards Shattuck Avenue in
response to the construction of %WHUNHOHMEFViibrary. The exterior was also remodeled at
this time, from its classical style designed by Ratcliff to reflect the more modern
buildings now on both sides of the building; the UA Theater and the Berkeley Public Library.

In the 1950s and 1960s, the building served as the Pantry, a popular downtown bakery. This
was replaced by the Marble Restaurant, whose owners again altered the building in 1976. The
second floor was remodeled for use as private apartments in 1993.

The original architects were Dickey and Reed in 1905. Architects Dickey and Reed designed
two bank buildings in 1905, one for the West Berkeley Bank on University Avenue in Berkeley,
and the other was the Homestead Loan Association for the subject property. The Homestead
Loan Association building had a simplified balustrade designed without balusters which are
no longer reflective in the current renovated facade.

Ca. 1960s photo showing architectural context, viewed from Shattuck Avenue facing northwest.
Photo courtesy of Berkeley Architectural Heritage Association.

(Continued on next page)
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Integrity

The Homestead Loan Association Building currently retains only some of its historic
architectural integrity. The design of this 1905 building has been considerably modified
since its original construction. Over time, the 1930s altered design has attained
significance in its own right. The building, therefore, does have integrity of location and
setting in Downtown Berkeley. It also has integrity of the upper-wall 1930s redesign,
materials, and workmanship, as well as many visual associations with commercial Berkeley from
the early 1930s. In particular, the style of the upper facade works in concert with the two
Art Deco buildings that flank this property. The Art Deco facade components continue to
identify the building as having an historic role within the greater downtown core.

Prior Surveys

The property was surveyed in 1978, and found eligible for the National Register by OHP. The
property was reevaluated for significance by JRP Historical Consulting for the East Bay Bus
Rapid Transit Project and was determined eligible for NR by a consensus through Section 106
process. On March 15, 2006, OHP listed the property on the California Register of Historical
Resources.

Evaluation
The building is historically significant due to its association with important patterns of
development in the downtown core.

The property remains an important contributor to the establishment of a historic district in
the greater Shattuck Avenue area. The building continues to represent commercial forms and
materials that were prominent in the downtown during the period of historical significance
for this building; from 1905-1958. The form and detailing of the building, specifically its
upper facade maintain an important link to the past of downtown Berkeley.
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