
 

 DPR523A  *Required information 

Page   1   of   6 *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)  Nish & McNeill Men’s Furnishings 

P1.  Other Identifier:   Cloud Building 

*P2.  Location:  Not for Publication  Unrestricted *a. County  Alameda 

  and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

   *b.  USGS 7.5’ Quad  Oakland West Date  1993  Township & Range No data 
   c.  Address  2017 Shattuck Ave.  City  Berkeley   Zip  94704 

   d.  UTM:  (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone 10S; 564426mE/ 4191842mN 

   e.  Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 
 Assessor’s Parcel Number: 57-2034-9; 

East side of Shattuck Avenue south of University Avenue. 

*P3a Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)  

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)    HP6. 1-3 story commercial building 

*P4 Resources Present:      Building    Structure    Object    Site    District    Element of District    Other (Isolates, etc.) 

  

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, 
accession #) 

*P6. Date Constructed/Age & Sources: 

  Historic  Prehistoric  Both 

*P7. Owner and Address: 

*P8. Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, and 

address) 

Franklin Maggi  

Archives & Architecture, LLC 

PO Box 1332 

San Jose CA 95109-1332 

*P9. Date Recorded: March 30, 2015 

*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 

Intensive 

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”.) 

*Attachments:  NONE  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure and Object Record   Archaeological 

Record  District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling State Record  Rock Art Record  Artifact Record  Photograph Record 
  Other (List) 
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PRIMARY RECORD  Trinomial 

  NRHP Status Code 
 Other Listings 
 Review  Code                      Reviewer                         Date  

 

Constructed during the second decade of the twentieth century, the commercial building at 

2017 Shattuck Ave. has a frontage on Shattuck Avenue of about 35 feet, and initially was 

split into two sections, serving as a clothing store and newspaper store. The framework of 

the building is brick; the walls and rear addition enclose about 3,000 square feet. At the 

rear of the building, which aligns Terminal Place, the brick facing of the original rear wall 

is evident at the parapet, but most of this rear wall is now concealed within a wood-framed 

plywood-clad addition that extends the building to the perimeter (rear) property lines. 

 

The original appearance of the façade of this building was not determined as a part of this 

recording. The current front elevation is a ca. 1945 modern-styled façade replacement that is 

recognizable for its distinctive light green vitreous marble pigmented glass tiles.  

(Continued on next page) 

View facing northeast, 

January 2015. 

1915/ca. 1945 façade 

remodel, 105 years old,  

De Z. Xue & Jian X. Zheng 

469 47
th
 Ave. 

San Francisco, CA 94121 

 

 

 

 Archives & Architecture LLC: Shattuck Avenue Commercial Corridor Historic Context and Survey, 2015. 
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The starkness of the façade is reflective of emerging design sensibilities during the mid-

twentieth century. Urban centers seeking to modernize during the late-Depression years and 

after World War II encouraged covering or replacement of older classically designed façades 

with modern skins. Beginning in 1936, the Federal Housing Act provided low interest loans, 

partnering with Builder’s Exchanges and Merchants’ Associations in a program called 

“Modernize for Profit,” or “Modernize Main Street.” The remodeling trend continued through 

the 1950s, and along Shattuck Avenue a number of early twentieth-century buildings obtained 

new façades during this twenty-plus year period. 

 

The tiled upper façade of this commercial building is evident in early photos of this portion 

of Shattuck Avenue, although the storefront was modified in more recent times to provide a 

thematic design for Ichiban, a Japanese cuisine and sushi bar restaurant. The tile, sometimes 

referred to as Carrara Glass, is wrapped inward where it drops downward at the outside edge 

of the storefront, with the lower portions clad with a mosaic of large applied stone shapes. 

The pigmented structural glass veneer is an opaque material popularized by the Vitrolite 

Company that has been manufactured by a number of companies during the twentieth century, 

including the Penn-American Plate Glass Company who named it Carrara Glass. Used on facades 

from the 1920s onward, it is closely related to the Art Moderne movement which emerged in the 

decade before World War II. Vitreous marble has not been manufactured in the United States 

since 1947. Two new exposed steel I-beams are equally spaced to support the upper façade, and 

a Japanese styled storefront topped by a blue-tiled mansard curves inward to a gated entry. A 

centered pole at the front property line supports a modern cantilevered and angled sign, set 

at the base of the marble tiles above and to the side. 

 

The rear addition appears to be wood-framed and is clad with T1-11 plywood siding. The roof 

of the original building is flat with brick parapets. The addition is low-slope to flat and 

is trimmed with flat wood boards. It has openings, both rear entry and windows at the west 

side of Terminal Place. 

 

The building appears to be in excellent condition. 

 

 
 

Rear view of building from Terminal Place, viewed facing northwest. 
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