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Fee Increase Approved By City Council on June 23, 2015
Please see 2nd page of this newsletter for the new fee schedule.
How to Dock a Boat: Our 10 Top Tips
No matter how good or bad you are at handling boats, unfamiliarity, environmental factors like wind and current, and unforeseen
incidents such as mechanical failure can make you panic. By using these 10 tips, however, everyone from beginner to old salt can
get Mom’s Mink into the slip without too much damage or embarrassment.
#1: You've probably already heard the cardinal rule of docking a boat: Never approach the pier any faster than you’re willing
to hit it. In other words, you never know when a sudden “oopsie” will cause your precious fiberglass chariot to do the opposite of
what you had intended. Just in case, always approach solid objects slowly enough that if your docking job turns into a ramming,
the results won’t be tragic.
#2: Use enough juice to get the job done. When it comes to causes of disastrous docking, applying insufficient power comes in a
close second to applying too much. You need to counter and overcome momentum, wind, and current. If you don’t tell your boat
what to do—with authority—one or more of these other factors is likely to take over.
#3: Always look before you leap. Give your slip a hairy eyeball, even if you’ve backed into it 100 times before. The biggest issue
here is mooring lines. If any lines of yours or a neighboring slip fell off a piling and into the water, current could stretch it out
across your path. Tangle a mooring line in your propeller, and that docking job will go south in a hurry.
#4: With twin inboards, don’t touch the wheel. Ever. You’ll be tempted, but you have more control if you leave the wheel
centered and use only the engines. If you do turn the wheel, then when you try to use the engines and the prop-wash hits a
cockeyed rudder, the boat may take an unexpected path.
#5: In heavy winds, reduce your windage. Particularly in a small boat, this can have a dramatic effect on how easy or how hard
it is to dock. A Bimini top or an Isinglass enclosure can act like a sail on a powerboat, and throw you out of kilter. On a sailboat, a
sail lazily left unfurled can have the same effect.
#6: Never kill the engines until all the lines are secure. Many people who don’t know how to dock a boat well make the
mistake of shutting down as soon as the boat is in the slip, but you never know if a crewmember is going to drop his or her line(s),
or when a piling will slip out of reach. Keep the power plants on, so you can maneuver as necessary.
#7: Don’t be afraid to abort. This is especially important for sailboats, single-screw inboards, and other boats with a limited
ability to maneuver. If the approach doesn't seem to be going well don’t try to force the issue; instead, circle back for another try.
# 8: Learn how to dock a boat using fenders that are placed with precision. There’s more to this than merely hanging the
fenders over the side; you need to judge where the boat will kiss a piling, and how to orient the fenders so they don’t get caught
under the pier or swing freely above it. Position them properly and you’ll find that even the best boaters in the world can do a
better job of damage-free docking, with the pressure-points protected.
#9: When docking any type of single-engine boat, always turn the wheel before applying power—not during or
after. That way, you won’t get a blast of forward or reverse before the blast of port or starboard kicks in.
#10: Always apply short bursts of power, instead
of steady
power.
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Marina Rate Schedule
(Effective August 1, 2015)
Berth Fee per size of boat (in feet)
Berths
$/ft/mo
20’ – 21’
8.20
22’ – 24’
8.67
25’ – 29’
9.76
30’ – 39’
10.34
40’ – 49’
10.95
50’ – 59’
11.61
60’ – 69’
12.33
70’ – 79’
13.04
80’ – 89’
13.81
*Power: monthly surcharge only for slips with power from City meters

Power
$/ft/mo
0
0.20
0.40
0.60
0.80
1.00
1.20
1.40
1.60

Other Fees
Chaining Fee (per occurrence)
$100.00
Charter Boat Fee (public dock)
$35.00 per event + $1.00 per person
Dry Storage 27’ length or less – monthly
$100.00
Dry Storage 28’ length or greater – monthly
$125.00
Electronic key pass (long-term) (each)
$15.00
Electronic key pass (visitor) (each)
$5.00
Floating Home Sewer Charge – monthly
$25.00
Food Booth Fee
$500.00 / Event
Impound Fee – Daily
$55.00
Labor Fees (per occurrence)
$75.00
Launch Ramp – Monthly
$90.00
Launch Ramp – Seasonal (6 month)
$300.00
Launch Ramp – Daily
$15.00
Lien Fee
$100.00
Limited Access Berth
Vessel Length x Rate
Live-Aboard Fee – boat (monthly)
$170.00
Live-Aboard Fee – floating home (monthly)
$180.00
Locker Fee (monthly)
$25.00
Merchandise Booth Fee
$100.00 / Event
Multiple Berth Discount > 20
-30% off Base Berth Rent
Multiple Berth Discount 11-20
-20% off Base Berth Rent
Multiple Berth Discount 5-10
-10% off Base Berth Rent
Premium - Single Berth
10% of Base Berth Rent
Premium - Catamaran / Trimaran Side-Tie
20% of Base Berth Rent
Premium - Upwind and Single Berth
20% of Base Berth Rent
Premium - Upwind Berth*
10% of Base Berth Rent
Skiff Side Tie <24’ length (monthly)
100.00
Slip Transfer Fee
$25 per occurrence
Special Event Parking Fee
$15.00 per car; $1.00 per ft per non-car
Tide Book
$1.00
Visitor Berth Fees (monthly)**
10% of Base Berth Rent
Visitor Berth Fees (daily) (per foot/per night)***
$0.50
*Houseboats excepted
**Visitors - 11 days or more
***Visitors - 10 days or less
++ Boaters may apply for a refund of any Liveaboard fee increase that takes effect from FY 2016 onward through the
City’s Very Low Income Refund policy.
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