














2017  snapshot

University Avenue, from Martin 
Luther King Jr Way to the 
waterfront, spans many of the 
���]�š�Ç�[�•���v���]�P�Z���}�Œ�Z�}�}���•�����v����
serves as the gateway to the 
UC Berkeley Campus. Personal 
Services have become the 
strongest sales tax generator in 
the district (2016), followed 
closely by Food & Beverage. As 
of Q1 2017, �š�Z�������]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�•��
vacancy rate had decreased to 
9.2% from its high in 2016. The 
vacancy rate had increased 
each year from 2014 to 2016, 
but new spaces have been 
leased along the corridor and 
more housing and retail spaces 
are slated to open in late 2017.
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2017   snapshot

West Berkeley represents all commercial 
spaces west of San Pablo Avenue, 
including 4th Street and the Gilman 
Corridor. There are a number of major, 
large-floor-plate retailers, and a dense 
cluster of home supplies and construction 
businesses. There is also a higher 
percentage of non-retail commercial uses, 
including manufacturing and warehousing. 
Retail accounts for nearly 55.5% of ground 
floor commercial space in the district, as 
compared to 40.6% citywide. The 
commercial vacancy rate as of Q1 2017 
was 2.7%, a sharp decrease from 2016 and 
a six year low. This is due primarily to 
pending development in the large mixed-
use, industrial space at 901 Gilman 
formerly occupied by Pyramid Brewing, 
which was vacant in 2016. 
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