Office of the City Manager

June 12, 2019
To:

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From:

Dee Williams-Ridley, City Manager

Subject:

Short-Term Referral Response: Process for a new General Plan

At its March 26, 2019 meeting, the City Council adopted a short-term referral (Item 23; see attached),
sponsored by Mayor Arreguin and Councilmembers Hahn, Wengraf, and Davila, which referred to the
City Manager the development of an outline of the process and costs for creating a new City of
Berkeley General Plan. The referral specified that the information return in time for consideration
during the FY 20-21 budget process.
The attached first draft of a scope of work and timeline for a process to develop and adopt a new
General Plan is based on experiences in comparably sized California cities, with an added emphasis on
public input and engagement. Should the Council choose to direct that the City embark upon such a
process, staff would further refine the cost and timeline estimates through an RFP to secure a lead
consultant.
Key takeaways from the attached draft scope and timeline include:




Staff estimate that the process would take three years, not including a three-to-six month
procurement process to secure the lead consultant team.
The total cost for the work is estimated to be $2.45 million, including public engagement efforts
at all phases.
Costs would increase as the process moved forward. Staff break down the total estimate at
roughly $530,000 in Year 1, $730,000 in Year 2, and $1.2 million in Year 3.

Charter Cities like Berkeley are not required to adopt a new General Plan on any defined timeline.
However, certain elements of the plan, like the Housing Element, are required to be updated on a
particular schedule as required by State law. The General Plan update process would be consistent
with all requirements under State law. Staff would also provide regular updates to City Council on
project status and next steps.
Attachment 1: Draft Scope and Timeline for a new General Plan
Attachment 2: Referral from March 26, 2019
cc:

Paul Buddenhagen, Deputy City Manager
David White, Deputy City Manager
Mark Numainville, City Clerk
Jenny Wong, City Auditor
Matthai Chakko, Assistant to the City Manager
Timothy Burroughs, Director, Planning and Development Department
2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-7000 ● TDD: (510) 981-6903 ● Fax: (510) 981-7099
E-Mail: manager@CityofBerkeley.info Website: http://www.CityofBerkeley.info/Manager

