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Community Health Commission

ACTION CALENDAR
November 8, 2011
To:

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From:

Community Health Commission

Submitted by: Tasha Tervalon, Secretary to the Commission
Subject:

Third-Party Public Education Materials on Department of Public Health
Website

RECOMMENDATION
Adopt a Resolution authorizing that the City of Berkeley Division of Public Health post
on its website links to the World Health Organization (WHO) and other reputable
sources on information regarding cell phone radiation at the discretion of the Health
Officer.
FISCAL IMPACTS OF RECOMMENDATION
None.
CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS:
The World Health Organization declared cell phone radiation a possible human
carcinogen in May of 2011.
The Community Health Commission adopted the following recommendation:
M/S/C (Morris/Franklin) Submit a council resolution requesting Council adopt a
resolution recommending that the City of Berkeley Division of Public Health post on its
website links to the World Health Organization (WHO) and other reputable sources for
information regarding cell phone radiation at the discretion of the Health Officer.
Ayes:

Franklin, Morris, Speich, Tempelis, Webster

Abstain:

None

Absent:

Falwell, Hidrobo, Lam, Riordan

Excused:

Cornish, Williams

BACKGROUND
The number of mobile phone subscriptions is estimated at 5 billion globally. Scientific
Support: In the last several years, there has been mounting concern over the possibility
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of adverse health effects resulting from exposure to radiofrequency electromagnetic
fields, such as those emitted by wireless communication devices.
In May 2011, a Working Group of 31 scientists from 14 countries met at the
International Agency for Cancer Research (IARC) in Lyon, France to assess the
potential carcinogenic hazards from exposure to radiofrequency electromagnetic fields.
These assessments will be published as Volume 102 of the IARC Monographs. Volume
102 will be the fifth volume in this series to focus on physical agents. Previous volumes
have addressed the health effects of Solar Radiation (Volume 55), ionizing radiation
from sources such as x-ray, gamma-rays, neutrons and radio-nuclides (Volume 75 and
Volume 78), and non-ionizing radiation also known as extremely low frequency
electromagnetic fields (Volume 80).
The IARC Monograph Working Group discussed and evaluated the available scientific
literature on the following exposure categories involving radiofrequency electromagnetic
fields:
 occupational exposures to radar and to microwaves;
 environmental exposures associated with transmission of signals for radio, television
and wireless telecommunication; and
 personal exposures associated with the use of wireless telephones.
The IARC Monograph Working Group determined that there is evidence linking wireless
phone use with an increased risk of gliomas and acoustic neuromas. The number of
mobile phone users is large and growing, particularly among young adults and children.
(WHO, 2011)
Research presented to the EHT’s Istanbul Conference from the Gazi Biophysics
Department in Turkey found that prenatal exposure to cell phone radiation causes brain,
liver and eye damage to baby rabbits and rats and impairs sperm count and health.
Environmental Health Trust, “Environmental Health Trust Lauds San Francisco
for Saving Right-to-Know on Cell Phone Radiation,” July 12, 2011.
Local Legislation: The San Francisco Board of Supervisors has been working on their
“Right to Know” legislation since 2009. On July 11 2011, the Community Operations and
Neighborhood Services Committee of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors
unanimously approved legislation requiring businesses to provide safety information
about cell phone radiation to customers before they purchase cell phones.
In response to a lawsuit threat from CTIA, San Francisco re-wrote their “Right to Know”
legislation.
The President of the Environmental Health Trust recently summarized the revisions as
follows: “The original legislation simply required posting radiation levels. This improved
bill will give people important information on how to reduce radiation exposures—a
matter of grave importance for pregnant women and young men wanting to become
fathers.”
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Environmental Health Trust, “Environmental Health Trust Lauds San Francisco
for Saving Right-to-Know on Cell Phone Radiation,” July 12, 2011.
RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION
The number of mobile phone subscriptions is estimated by the World Health
Organization’s (WHO) International Agency for Cancer Research (IARC) at 5 billion
globally. In May 2011, IARC declared that cell phone radiation, like engine exhausts
and certain pesticides, should be considered a possible human carcinogen.
As stated by the WHO, this information has relevance for public health, as the number
of mobile phone users is large and growing, particularly among young adults and
children.
Berkeley is home to tens of thousands of students and many families with children that
are currently at increased risk from mobile phone use. The Berkeley City Council has
an opportunity to provide information to its residents to protect their health. At the heart
of the principles and practice of the City of Berkeley is its belief and ongoing adherence
to the Precautionary Principle.
The City Council has pursued “Right to Know” legislation modeled after the San
Francisco regulations. The Berkeley City Council solicited information, research, and
ideas from the Community Health Commission, Youth Commission and the Community
Environmental Advisory Commission to inform its actions regarding “Right to Know”
legislation.
The Community Health Commission and Division of Public Health play pivotal roles on
this issue due to the potentially adverse health effects from inaction.
Resolutions similar to this one are currently being adopted by city and county
jurisdictions across California and the nation. The Berkeley City Council should fulfill its
responsibility to protect the health of their constituents by passing similar legislation.
The Berkeley City Council should also provide citizens with information on the link
between mobile phones and cancer and ways to protect themselves through information
posted on the Department of Public Health website.
ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED
None.
CITY MANAGER
The City Manager concurs with the Commission’s recommendation specific to
authorizing the posting of reputable third party information on the Public Health
Division’s website relative to this matter, at the discretion of the Health Officer.
However, the City Manager takes no position on the Commission’s findings relating to
the health risks associated with cell phone radiation.
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CONTACT PERSONS
Tasha Tervalon, Commission Secretary, 981-5347
Pamela Speich, Chairperson, Health Commission, 548-1912
Attachments:
1)
Resolution
2)
EHT document: Practice Safe Phone Use
3)
WHO Press Release #208: IARC Recommendation
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RESOLUTION NO.

-N.S.

THIRD-PARTY PUBLIC EDUCATION MATERIALS ON DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
HEALTH WEBSITE
WHEREAS, the World Health Organization has declared that cell phone radiation, like
engine exhausts and certain pesticides, should be considered a possible human
carcinogen; and
WHEREAS, initial “Right to Know” legislation drafted by the City of San Francisco
caused the CTIA to threaten a lawsuit against that City and resulted in a re-draft of said
legislation; and
WHEREAS, Berkeley City officials are currently considering “Right to Know” legislation
modeled after the San Francisco legislation; and
WHEREAS, there continues to be a substantial delay in notifying Berkeley citizens
about the health risks involved with mobile phone use and ways to protect themselves;
and
WHEREAS, the City of Berkeley is committed to the health and wellbeing of its
residents.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Berkeley that the
Council recommends that the Division of Public Health post on its website links to the
World Health Organization (WHO) and other reputable sources for information, at the
discretion of the Health Officer, regarding cell phone radiation.
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