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ACTION CALENDAR
September 20, 2011
To:
From:

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council
Councilmember Kriss Worthington

Subject:

City Manager Referral: Ordinance to Allow Civil Cause of Action to Limit
Harassment

RECOMMENDATION
Refer to the City Manager consideration of establishing an ordinance like LA’s to limit
harassment.
BACKGROUND
According to the 2000 Census 5.6% of Berkeley residents commute to work by bike, up
from 4.9 in 1990 (2,651 of 54,590). This change represents a 15% increase in the
number of bicycle commuters in Berkeley from 1990 to 2000. When the Berkeley
Bicycle Plan was published, Berkeley has the highest percentage of bike commuters in
Alameda County.
The Berkeley Bicycle Plan states that the City of Berkeley has a purpose of making
Berkeley a model bicycle-friendly city where bicycling is safe, attractive, easy, and
convenient form of everyday transportation and recreation for all people of all ages and
bicycling abilities including families with children. The safer we make it, the more
bicyclists we are likely to see.
However, existing criminal and civil laws do not effectively prevent the unlawful
harassment of bicyclists. People have a right to ride a bicycle in the City of Berkeley and
should be able to do so safely on City streets. It is unjust to harass the bicyclist upon the
basis of the person’s status as bicyclist.
The Los Angeles City Council passed the ordinance on July 20, 2011. The ordinance
creates a civil cause of action for bicyclists who are harassed because of their status as
bicyclists, and provides for an award of treble damages in an amount not less than
$1,000, in attorney’s fees and punitive damages.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
Minimal.
CONTACT PERSON
Councilmember Kriss Worthington
Saori Matsuoka

510-981-7170
samatsuo0323@yahoo.co.jp

Attachment:
1.
City of Los Angeles report and ordinance

