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Kriss Worthington
Councilmember, City of Berkeley, District 7
2180 Milvia Street, 5th Floor, Berkeley, CA 94704
PHONE 510-981-7170 FAX 510-981-7177 kworthington@ci.berkeley.ca.us

CONSENT CALENDAR
January 26, 2010

To:
From:

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council
Councilmember Kriss Worthington

Subject:

Send a letter urging the Iran government to release arrested former Cal
graduates.

RECOMMENDATION
That the Council send a letter to the Iranian government urging for the release of former UC
Berkeley students, Shane Bauer, 27, Sarah Shourd, 31, and Josh Fattal, 27, all currently held
in jail after being arrested on July 31, 2009 while on a hiking trip near the Iran-Iraq border.
BACKGROUND
On July 31, 2009, three UC Berkeley graduates were arrested by the Iranian government after
reportedly crossing over the Iran-Iraq border on a hiking trip. Bauer, Shourd, and Fattal were
reportedly in the Kurdish region of Iran for recreational purposes. While hiking, the trio
allegedly strayed across an unmarked border into Iran, and subsequently were arrested. They
are now held in Evin Prison in Tehran with no clear signs about their legal status. Iranian
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, commenting on the arrests to the United Nations General
Assembly in September, said their entry into Iran could only be considered “illegal”, but also
noted that he “can ask… that the judiciary [in Iran expedite] the process and… look at the case
with maximum leniency.” Lobbying for the hikers release, in a combined effort with such a
luminary as Noam Chomsky (via a letter to be submitted by the Council) may very well help
these UC Berkeley graduates to be released.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
Miniscule.
CONTACT PERSON
Councilmember Kriss Worthington

510-981-7170

Attached: Noam Chomsky’s Letter to the Iranian government
“I have been deeply concerned at the continued detention of Shane Bauer, Sarah
Shourd and Josh Fattal, and hope that the Iranian government will be able to arrange
for their release without delay. Iran has ample reason for caution and suspicion with
regard to the actions and plans of Washington, but these young people represent a
segment of the U.S. population that is critical of these policies, and often actively
opposed to them. Hence their detention is particularly distressing to all of us who are
dedicated to shifting U.S. policy to one of mutual respect rather than domination. I
therefore appeal to the Iranian leadership to act in a humanitarian spirit and release
[them].”

To: Honorable President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
Mr. President, this letter is to formally plead that you do everything in your power to
achieve maximum leniency for Shane Bauer, Sarah Shourd, and Josh Fattal from the
Judiciary System.
We greatly appreciate your generous comment at the United Nations General Assembly
in September that you would “ask…that the judiciary [in Iran expedite] the process
and…look at the case with maximum leniency.”
The City Council of Berkeley, California, is deeply concerned for the welfare of these
three US citizens recently detained in Iran. Bauer, Shourd, and Fattal were all taken
into the custody of Iranian authorities on July 31st, 2009.
As the first city in the United States to oppose military intervention and/or use of force in
Iran in 2007, as well as oppose the bombings of Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Iraq (as
was proposed and/or carried out during the Bush administration), we have a long record
of respect for Islamic nations and their rights. However, we do not agree with the
decision to further detain these three young Americans, though it is well within the rights
of the Iran to do so.
We respectfully ask that the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, and/or the
Judiciary of the Islamic Republic of Iran, release U.S. citizens Shane Bauer, Sarah
Shourd, and Josh Fattal from detention as soon as possible.
It has been reported that the trio had no intention of entering Iran. As such, we can only
hope that the trio not be detained any longer for the alleged mistake of crossing over the
Iran-Iraq border. These citizens have reportedly been detained without being allowed
contact with their families or loved ones, and have been allegedly detained for illegal
entry into Iran.
The Bauer, Shourd, and Fattal families are extremely devastated over the detainment of
their loved ones. Because the detainees families are unable to contact or visit with
Bauer, Shourd, or Fattal, unnecessary inferences and assumptions arise that can easily
be thwarted by allowing direct communication and/or releasing the trio. We also urge
the Iranian government and/or judiciary to allow the trio to communicate with their
families.
The City of Berkeley hopes to communicate that these detainees should be released by
the Iranian leadership with all due speed, out of compassion for the families of the
detainees, and in the spirit of goodwill.
Thank you,
The Members of the City Council of Berkeley, California

