Health, Life Enrichment, Equity & Community
Policy Committee Procedures
Purposes of Policy Committees:
As described in Resolution No. 68,726-N.S. which established our new Policy
Committee system the purposes are to:
Ensure “an efficient and standardized structure for public policy development and
consideration”; and
“Provide the community and the City Council with adequate opportunity for detailed
policy discussions outside of a meeting of the full City Council”
As stated in the Governing Policies and Procedures for City Council Policy Committees
adopted on December 11, 2018, items with moderate to significant administrative,
operational, budgetary, resource or programmatic impacts should be referred to a Policy
Committee.
Committees will review items for completeness in accordance with Section III.B.2 of the
City Council Rules of Procedure and Order and alignment with Strategic Plan goals.
Committees are also designed to allow a fuller review and discussion of City Council
items, to allow Councilmembers to engage with authors and ask questions, to afford
citizens and commissions an opportunity to comment on proposals before they come to
Council and allow for recommended changes based on discussion with the Committee
and the authors.
In addition, to assist in Committee and full Council review, staff will undertake a highlevel, preliminary analysis of potential costs, timelines, and staffing demands associated
with the item.
Procedures Adopted by Council for Committee Review:
Items must appear on a Committee agenda within 60 days of referral by either the
Agenda Committee or Council.
Within 120 days of the referral date, the Committee must vote to either (1) accept the
author’s request that the item remain in committee until a date certain (2) send the item
to the Agenda Committee to be placed on a Council agenda with a Committee
recommendation.

The Committee shall review items for completeness in accordance with Section III.B.2
and use the “Guidelines for Developing and Writing Council Agenda Items” in their
analysis of items for completeness.
In addition, the Committee will engage with the author to understand the purposes,
costs, and impacts and feasibility of implementation and may propose amendments to
the author for consideration.
After preliminary discussion, the Committee will request that staff provide the “highlevel, preliminary analysis of potential costs, timelines and staffing demands associated
with the item”.
After substantive policy discussion and review for completeness, the Committee will
make one of the four recommendations to the City Council:
•

“Positive Recommendation”: Recommending Council pass the item as proposed
originally by the author;

•

“Qualified Positive Recommendation”: Recommending Council pass the item with
some changes;

•

“Qualified Negative Recommendation”: Recommending that Council reject the
item unless certain changes are made;

•

“Negative Recommendation”: Recommending that the item not be approved.

If a Committee does not take final action by the 120-day deadline the item is
automatically returned to the Agenda Committee and appears on the next Council
agenda.
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Issue Focus of Health, Life Enrichment, Equity & Community Committee:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Seniors and Youth
Mental Health
Public Health
Homelessness
Health equity and outcomes
Recreation

Berkeley’s 2020 Vision
Events
Neighborhood Services
Animal control/care
Code Enforcement/livability

Procedures for Committee Review:
Public Comment: Public comment at the beginning of the Committee meeting should
be for non-agenda items within the purview of the policy committee.
The Committee will allow public comment when each agenda item is taken up.
Order of Committee Discussion of Items:
1. When an item is called, the Chair will permit the author of the referred item 5
minutes to introduce the item.
2. Then the Committee will ask initial questions of the author on the proposal.
3. After initial questions, the Committee will then take public comment on the item.
The Committee will follow the established time limits in the Council Rules of
Procedure, 2 minutes, and if 10 or more speakers 1 minute, with time yielded for a
maximum of 4 minutes per speaker.
4. After public comment, the Committee will return to discussion and possible action.
Items will likely take two or more meetings to complete Committee discussion and
review.
The Committee will request the financial, legal, administrative high-level analysis from
staff to be presented at the next Committee meeting.
The Committee after review for completeness and discussion of policy merits, can make
a Positive Recommendation to Council, or a Qualified Recommendation.
Focus of Committee Process:
The Policy Committee process should not just be limited to review of referred items. If
time permits, the Committee should allow for hearings on policy matters within the
jurisdiction of the Committee, allowing open forums to solicit input from community
members or experts on relevant policy issues, and initiate policy proposals for Council
consideration.
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