
Rent Stabilization Board 

RENT STABILIZATION BOARD 
Regular Meeting 

Thursday, March 18, 2021 
7:00 p.m. 

PUBLIC ADVISORY: THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED EXCLUSIVELY THROUGH 
VIDEOCONFERENCE AND TELECONFERENCE 
Pursuant to Section 3 of Executive Order N-29-20, issued by Governor Newsom on March 17, 2020, this 
meeting of the City of Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board (Rent Board) will be conducted exclusively through 
teleconference and Zoom videoconference. Please be advised that pursuant to the Executive Order and the 
Shelter-in-Place Order, and to ensure the health and safety of the public by limiting human contact that could 
spread the COVID-19 virus, there will not be a physical meeting location available. 

To access this meeting remotely: Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device by clicking on this 
URL: https://zoom.us/j/97466721904?pwd=UERxTHhJbHF3NjNzQWIvUkRiNElMdz09. If you do not wish 
for your name to appear on the screen, then use the drop-down menu and click on "rename" to rename 
yourself to be anonymous. To request to speak, use the “Raise hand” icon by rolling over the bottom of the 
screen. 

To join by phone: Dial 1-669-900-6833 and enter Meeting ID: 974 6672 1904 and Passcode: 540475. If you 
wish to comment during the public comment portion of the agenda, Press *9 and wait to be recognized by the 
Chair. 

To submit an e-mail comment to be read aloud during public comment, email amueller@cityofberkeley.info 
with the Subject Line in this format: “RENT BOARD MEETING PUBLIC COMMENT ITEM.” Please 
observe a 150 word limit. Time limits on public comments will apply. Written comments will be entered into 
the public record.  Email comments must be submitted to the email address above by 5:00 p.m. on the day of 
the meeting in order to be included.  

Please be mindful that this meeting will be recorded, and all other rules of procedure and decorum will apply 
for Rent Board meetings conducted by teleconference or videoconference. 

This meeting will be conducted in accordance with Government Code Section 54953, 54956, and all current 
state and local requirements allowing public participation in meetings of legislative bodies. Any member of 
the public may attend this meeting. Questions regarding this matter may be addressed to Matt Brown, Acting 
Executive Director, at (510) 981-7368. The Rent Board may take action related to any subject listed on the 
Agenda. 
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RENT STABILIZATION BOARD 
Regular Meeting 

Thursday, March 18, 2021 
7:00 p.m. 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
*Times allotted for each item are approximate and may be changed at the Board’s discretion during 
the course of this meeting. 
 

1. Roll call – 1 min.* 

2. Approval of Agenda – 1 min.* 

3. Public Comment – 2 min. per speaker for non-agendized items* 

4. CONSENT ITEMS – 1 min.* 
 
a. Approval of the February 18th regular meeting minutes 

b. 2021 Committee Assignments (Chair Simon-Weisberg) 

 
5. Public Comment – 2 min. per speaker for agendized items* 

 
6. ACTION ITEMS 

 
a.   From Board Members, Committees, and Executive Director 

  
(1) Recommendation to adopt proposed amendments to Regulation 1013 on first 

reading (IRA/AGA/Registration Committee and Acting Executive Director) – 10 
min.* 
 

(2) Recommendation to send a letter to Council with the Board’s comments, 
suggestions and concerns about the proposed fourplex zoning proposal  
(IRA/AGA/Registration Committee) – 10 min.* 
  

(3) Recommendation that the Chair disband the Habitable and Sustainable Housing 
Committee (HASH)  (Chair Simon-Weisberg and Acting Executive Director) – 5 
min.* 
 

(4) Proposal to approve staff recommendations on the following requests for waivers 
of late registration penalties (Acting Executive Director and Registration Unit 
Supervisor) – 10 min.* 
 
Ministerial Waivers 
Waiver No. Property Address 
 
4932 1434 6th Street 
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Ministerial Waivers, Cont’d 
Waiver No. Property Address 
 
4948 1322 Curtis Street 
4950 1569 Arch Street 
4951 1802 Cedar Street 
4953 1441 Oxford Street 
4954 1615 McGee Avenue  
 
Discretionary Waivers 
Waiver No. Property Address 
 
4942   1418 67th Street 
4945   1528 Alcatraz Avenue 
4946   2756 Acton Street 
4955   1934 Stuart Street 
4956   2905 King Street 
4957   2922 Dohr Street 
 
 

7. INFORMATION, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NEWS ARTICLES 

Please Note:  The Board may move Information Items to the Action Calendar. 

a. Reports from Board Members/Staff 
 

(1) Update on the Measure MM implementation (Acting Executive Director) – 10 
min.* 
 

(2) Deadline to electronically file Annual Statement of Economic Interests (Form 700) 
is Thursday, April 1, 2021  (Acting Executive Director) – 2 min.* 
 

(3) Update on recent/upcoming Rent Board outreach events (Acting Executive 
Director) – 3 min.* 
 
a. Tuesday, March 9, 2021 (10:00 - 11:30 AM) – Rent Control Basics, Eviction 

Moratorium, COVID-19, and Measure MM webinar presented to Red Oak 
Realty 
 

b. Wednesday, March 24, 2021 (10:00 - 11:30 AM) – Security Deposits: Rights 
and Responsibilities webinar 
 

c. Wednesday, April 7, 2021 (10:00 - 11:30 AM) – Buying and Selling Rental 
Property in Berkeley webinar 
  

(4) February 17, 2021 Berkeleyside article by John Metcalfe titled, "Berkeley may get 
rid of single-family zoning as a way to correct the arc of its ugly housing history”   
(Commissioner Laverde) – 1 min.* 
https://www.berkeleyside.com/2021/02/17/berkeley-may-get-rid-of-single-family-

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehiseozi599e94cf&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehisep1c364bf4db&oseq=&c=&ch=
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zoning-as-a-way-to-correct-the-arc-of-its-ugly-housing-history 
 

(5) February 18, 2021 The Daily Californian article by Annika Rao titled, “’A new 
standard’: Berkeley City Council hears quadplex zoning proposal”  
(Commissioner Laverde) – 1 min.* 
https://www.dailycal.org/2021/02/18/a-new-standard-berkeley-city-council-hears-
quadplex-zoning-proposal/ 
 

(6) February 19, 2021 The Daily Californian Editorial Board article titled, “Berkeley 
housing reforms should actively support communities most harmed by past 
injustice”  (Commissioner Laverde) – 1 min.* 
https://www.dailycal.org/2021/02/19/berkeley-housing-reforms-should-actively-
support-communities-most-harmed-by-past-injustice/  
 

(7) February 22, 2021 message from UC Berkeley Chancellor Carol Christ to all UC 
Berkeley students titled, “An update from Chancellor Christ on two UC Berkeley 
student housing projects”  (Commissioner Laverde) – 1 min.* 
https://news.berkeley.edu/2021/02/22/an-update-from-chancellor-christ-on-two-
uc-berkeley-student-housing-projects/ 
 

(8) February 24, 2021 Berkeleyside article by Supriya Yelimeli titled, “Berkeley 
denounces racist history of single-family zoning, begins 2-year process to change 
general plan”  (Commissioner Laverde) – 1 min.* 
https://www.berkeleyside.com/2021/02/24/berkeley-denounces-racist-history-of-
single-family-zoning-begins-2-year-process-to-change-general-plan 
 

(9) February 24, 2021 Los Angeles Times article by D. Victoria Baranetsky titled, 
“Op-Ed: You should have the right to know your landlord’s name”    
(Commissioners Chang, Laverde & Mendonca) – 1 min.* 
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2021-02-24/rental-housing-shell-
companies-landlords 
 

(10) March 3, 2021 The Brookings Institution article by Jenny Schuetz titled, “Four 
lessons from a year of pandemic housing policies”  (Commissioner Laverde) – 1 
min.* 
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-avenue/2021/03/03/four-lessons-from-a-year-
of-pandemic-housing-policies/ 
 

(11) March 3, 2021 The Davis Vanguard article by Koda Slingluff titled, “Uncertainty 
for Student Families in Berkeley’s University Village”  (Commissioner Laverde) – 
1 min.* 
https://www.davisvanguard.org/2021/03/uncertainty-for-student-families-in-
berkeleys-university-village/ 
 

(12) March 7, 2021 The Berkeley Daily Planet editorial by Becky O’Malley titled, 
“Why the Droste Resolution is Bad History, Bad Planning and Bad for Berkeley”  
(Commissioner Laverde) – 1 min.*  
https://www.berkeleydailyplanet.com/issue/2021-03-
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07/article/49038?headline=Why-the-Droste-Resolution-is-Bad-History-Bad-
Planning-and-Bad-for-Berkeley--Becky-O-Malley 
 

(13) Date to submit agenda topics/items for the April 15, 2021 Rent Board meeting:  
Monday, April 5th 
 

 
8. COMMITTEE/BOARD MEETING UPDATES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
a. Budget and Personnel – 5 min.* 

 
(1)  February 25th agenda 

 
b. Eviction/Section 8/Foreclosure – 5 min.* 

 
(1)  March 11th agenda 

 
c. Habitable & Sustainable Housing (HASH) – 3 min.* 

 
d. IRA/AGA/Registration – 5 min.* 

  
       (1)  March 2nd agenda 
 

e. Outreach – 5 min.* 
 

         (1)  March 10th meeting – Cancelled 
 

f. 2 x 2 Committee on Housing: Rent Board/Berkeley Unified School District – 3 min.* 
 

g. 4 x 4 Joint Committee on Housing: City Council/Rent Board – 10 min.* 
 
(1)  February 24th agenda packet 
 
(2)  March 10th agenda packet 
 
Next meeting date: Wednesday, April 28th at 3:00 p.m. 
 

h. Ad Hoc Committee on RSB Technology Issues – 3 min.* 
 

i. Updates and Announcements – 3 min.* 
 

j. Discussion of items for possible placement on future agenda – 3 min.* 
 

 
9. SPECIAL PRESENTATION – Executive Director Transition Focus:  Consultant Report by 

Keren Stashower, The Centre for Organization Effectiveness 
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At this point, the Board will adjourn to reconvene in closed session.  Following their return to 

open session, the Chair will publicly announce any reportable action taken. 

 
10. CLOSED SESSION – Pursuant to California Government Code Section 54957(b)(1), the 

Board will convene in closed session as follows: 
 
PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUTION 
Title:  Acting Executive Director 
 
 

11. ADJOURNMENT 
     

      COMMUNICATIONS DISCLAIMER: 

Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or committees are public record and will 
become part of the City’s electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s website. 
Please note: e-mail addresses, names, addresses, and other contact information are not required, 
but if included in any communication to a City board, commission or committee, will become part 
of the public record. If you do not want your e-mail address or any other contact information to be 
made public, you may deliver communications via U.S. Postal Service to the secretary of the 
relevant board, commission or committee. If you do not want your contact information included in 
the public record, please do not include that information in your communication. Please contact 
the secretary to the relevant board, commission or committee for further information. 
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VIDEOCONFERENCE AND TELECONFERENCE 

Pursuant to Section 3 of Executive Order N-29-20, issued by Governor Newsom on March 17, 2020, this 

meeting of the City of Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board (Rent Board) will be conducted exclusively through 

teleconference and Zoom videoconference. Please be advised that pursuant to the Executive Order and the 
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URL: https://zoom.us/j/94935840413?pwd=VFNXTm9MN2RYY1VPbW1UVmlWanJudz09. If you do not 

wish for your name to appear on the screen, then use the drop-down menu and click on "rename" to rename 

yourself to be anonymous. To request to speak, use the “Raise hand” icon by rolling over the bottom of the 

screen. 

To join by phone: Dial 1-669-900-6833 and enter Meeting ID: 949 3584 0413 and Passcode: 417409. If you 

wish to comment during the public comment portion of the agenda, Press *9 and wait to be recognized by the 

Chair. 

To submit an e-mail comment to be read aloud during public comment, email amueller@cityofberkeley.info 

with the Subject Line in this format: “RENT BOARD MEETING PUBLIC COMMENT ITEM.” Please 

observe a 150-word limit. Time limits on public comments will apply. Written comments will be entered into 

the public record.  Email comments must be submitted to the email address above by 5:00 p.m. on the day of 

the meeting in order to be included.  

Please be mindful that this meeting will be recorded, and all other rules of procedure and decorum will apply 

for Rent Board meetings conducted by teleconference or videoconference. 

This meeting will be conducted in accordance with Government Code Section 54953, 54956, and all current 

state and local requirements allowing public participation in meetings of legislative bodies. Any member of 

the public may attend this meeting. Questions regarding this matter may be addressed to Matt Brown, Acting 

Executive Director, at (510) 981-7368. The Rent Board may take action related to any subject listed on the 

Agenda. 

Item 4.a.
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RENT STABILIZATION BOARD 

Regular Meeting 

Thursday, February 18, 2021 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Regular Meeting Minutes - Unapproved 

 
1. Roll call – Chair Simon-Weisberg called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 

Aimee Mueller called the roll. 

Commissioners present: Alpert, Chang (arrived at 9:15 p.m.), Kelley, Johnson, Laverde, 

Mendonca, Selawsky, Walker, Simon-Weisberg.   

Commissioners Absent: None. 

Staff present: Brown, Bursell, Byrnes, Law (in audience), Mueller, Pretto, Siegel, Wu. 

 

2. Approval of Agenda – M/S/C (Johnson/Laverde)  MOVE THE AGENDA AS WRITTEN.  

Friendly amendment by Alpert (accepted): MOVE ITEM 7.a.(2) TO CONSENT.  Roll call 

vote.  YES: Alpert, Kelley, Johnson, Laverde, Mendonca, Selawsky, Walker, Simon-

Weisberg; NO: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: Chang.  Carried: 8-0-0-1.   

 

3. Public Comment (for items not on the agenda) – There were two speakers.  Anne T. Omura, 

Executive Director of the Eviction Defense Center (EDC), thanked the Board for amending 

their contract to allow EDC to expand their anti-displacement work through the Housing 

Retention grant program.  Matthew Lewis spoke about the Tenant Opportunity to Purchase 

Act (TOPA) and the new zoning law City Council is considering.  

  

4. CONSENT ITEMS  

 

Item 7.a.(2) was moved to Consent by an earlier vote of the Board.   

 

a. Approval of the January 21st regular meeting minutes 

 

M/S/C (Selawsky/Laverde) MOTION TO MOVE CONSENT ITEMS, INCLUDING 

ITEM 7.a.(2).  Roll call vote.  YES: Alpert, Kelley, Johnson, Laverde, Mendonca, 

Selawsky, Walker, Simon-Weisberg; NO: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: Chang.  

Carried: 8-0-0-1.   
 

5. SPECIAL PRESENTATION:  Honorary Resolution 21-02 to be presented to Gus Newport, 

former City of Berkeley mayor, in honor of Black History Month. 

 

Following an introduction by Commissioner Laverde, Commissioner Mendonca read aloud 

Resolution 21-02 in recognition of former Berkeley Mayor Gus Newport.   

 

M/S/C (Laverde/Mendonca) MOTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 21-02.  Roll call vote.  

YES: Alpert, Kelley, Johnson, Laverde, Mendonca, Selawsky, Walker, Simon-Weisberg;  

NO: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: Chang.  Carried: 8-0-0-1.   

 

6. Public Comment (for agenda items) – There were five speakers.  Moni T. Law, Veronika 

Fukson, Frank Polizzi, Councilmember Max Anderson, and Matthew Lewis spoke in 

recognition of Gus Newport’s work and legacy.   
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7. ACTION ITEMS 

 

Item 7.a.(2) was moved to Consent by an earlier vote of the Board.   

 

a.   From Board Members, Committees, and Executive Director 

  

(1) Discussion and possible action regarding Mid-Fiscal Year Budget Report and 

recommendation to adopt Resolution 21-01 which would adjust the staffing 

model to add a permanent Community Services Specialist II (Housing Counselor) 

to the Public Information Unit  (Acting Executive Director and Budget & 

Personnel Committee)  

 

M/S/C (Alpert/Kelley) MOVE THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE BUDGET 

& PERSONNEL COMMITTEE TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 21-01 AS 

WRITTEN.  Roll call vote.  YES: Alpert, Kelley, Johnson, Laverde, Mendonca, 

Selawsky, Walker, Simon-Weisberg; NO: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: 

Chang.  Carried: 8-0-0-1.   

 

(2) Proposal to approve staff recommendations on the following requests for waivers 

of late registration penalties (Acting Executive Director) 

 

Ministerial Waivers 

Waiver No. Property Address 
 

4931 1520 Woolsey Street 

4935 2317 Le Conte Avenue 

4936 1327 Haskell Street 

4938 1412 Kains Avenue 

4939 2411 6th Street  

 

Discretionary Waivers 

Waiver No. Property Address 
 

4933   1819 9th Street 

4937   1232 Ashby Avenue    

 

ITEM 7.a.(2) WAS MOVED TO CONSENT BY AN EARLIER VOTE OF THE 

BOARD.   

 
8. INFORMATION, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NEWS ARTICLES 

The items below were each mentioned or briefly discussed.  Underlined items have 

additional comments.    

 

a. Reports from Board Members/Staff 

(1) Update on the Registration Unit’s January billing of penalties for late or unpaid 

registration fees  (Acting Executive Director) – The Acting Executive Director and 

Registration Unit Supervisor updated the Board on the status of the January 

penalty billing.   
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(2) Measure MM implementation update  (Acting Executive Director) – The Public 

Information and Registration Unit Supervisors gave a PowerPoint presentation on 

Measure MM implementation and answered questions from the Board.   

 

a. February 2021 Measure MM mailing to 1,675 owners of rental properties 

subject to Measure MM 

  

b. New Rent Board Registration webpage – Information for all types of 

registration  

 

c. New Measure MM Registration webpage  

 

d. New Fully-Covered Rental Registration webpage 

 

(3) Update on SB 91 Fact Sheet [COVID-19 relief: tenancy; federal rental assistance]  

(Acting Executive Director & Legal Staff) 

 

(4) Update on recent Rent Board outreach events (Acting Executive Director) 

 

a. February 17th COVID-19 Update Webinar (10:00 - 11:30 a.m.) 

 

(5) Discounted Rent offer information on the Rent Board website 

(IRA/AGA/Registration Committee) 

 

(6) January 31, 2021 San Francisco Chronicle article by Tatiana Sanchez, Catherine 

Ho and Mallory Moench titled, “California says equity is vital for vaccine 

distribution. But data is almost nonexistent”  (Commissioner Chang) 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/California-says-equity-is-vital-for-

vaccine-15910955.php 

 

(7) Date to submit agenda topics for March 18, 2021 Rent Board meeting:  Monday, 

March 8th 

 

 

9. COMMITTEE/BOARD MEETING UPDATES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

a. Budget and Personnel – Committee Chair Selawsky reported that the Committee’s next 

meeting is next week and asked members to submit any agenda items.  
 

(1)  January 28th agenda 

 

b. Eviction/Section 8/Foreclosure – Committee Chair Mendonca reported that the Committee 

is creating its workplan.   

 

(1)  February 11th agenda 
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c. Habitable & Sustainable Housing (HASH) 

 

d. IRA/AGA/Registration – Committee Chair Kelley reported that the Committee will be 

looking at the new zoning ordinance being considered by City Council.     

  

       (1)  February 9th agenda 

 

e. Outreach – Committee Chair Laverde reported that the Committee is discussing the tenant 

survey.   
 

         (1)  February 10th agenda 

 

f. 2 x 2 Committee on Housing: Rent Board/Berkeley Unified School District 

 

g. 4 x 4 Joint Committee on Housing: City Council/Rent Board – Chair Simon-Weisberg 

announced that the Committee will meet next week and that she is bringing an item about 

habitability plans based on Los Angeles’ practice.   

 

Next meeting date: Wednesday, February 24th at 3:00 p.m. 

 

h. Ad Hoc Committee on RSB Technology Issues  

 

i. Updates and Announcements 

 

j. Discussion of items for possible placement on future agenda  

 

At this point, the Board adjourned to reconvene in closed session. 

 

CLOSED SESSION: 

 

Pursuant to California Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(1), the Board convened in closed 

session for an update on litigation as follows: 

 

• Marowitz v. City of Berkeley Rent Board (Alameda County Superior Court Case 

#RG19042977) 

 

• Magganas v. City of Berkeley Rent Board (Alameda County Superior Court – Case # not 

yet assigned) 

 

• Nanak Foundation v. City of Berkeley Rent Board  (Alameda County Superior Court Case 

#RG19047960) 

 

• NCR Properties v. City of Berkeley Rent Board; City of Berkeley  (Alameda County 

Superior Court Case #RG19024268) 

 

• Berkeley Rental Housing Coalition v. City of Berkeley Rent Board  (Court of Appeal, 1st 

App. District, Case #A160652) 
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Due to technical difficulties, the Chair was unable to publicly announce any reportable action 

taken by the Board in closed session.  Any such action will be reported at the Board’s next 

meeting.   

 

10. ADJOURNMENT – Due to technical difficulties, the motion to adjourn was not a part of the 

publicly accessible meeting and will be reported at the Board’s next meeting.   

     

       

 



1/15/2021 

 BERKELEY RENT STABILIZATION BOARD 

2021 Assignments for Active Committees 

 COMMITTEES COMMISSIONERS STAFF CONTACT(S) 

BUDGET & PERSONNEL Chang 

Selawsky 

Simon-Weisberg 

Walker 

Alternate: Laverde 

Matt Brown, Acting Executive 

Director 

EVICTION / SECTION 8 / 

FORECLOSURE 

Laverde 

Mendonca 

Selawsky 

Walker 

Alternate: Kelley 

Matthew Siegel, Staff Attorney 

HABITABLE & SUSTAINABLE 

HOUSING (HASH) 

Alpert 

Johnson 

Kelley 

Selawsky 

Lief Bursell, Senior Planner 

IRA / AGA / REGISTRATION Alpert 

Johnson 

Kelley 

Simon-Weisberg 

Matt Brown, Acting Executive 

Director 

OUTREACH Chang 

Kelley 

Laverde 

Mendonca 

Moni T. Law, Community 

Services Specialist II 

Michele Byrnes, PIU Manager 

4 x 4 JOINT COMMITTEE ON 

HOUSING:  CITY COUNCIL / RSB 

Alpert 

Johnson  

Kelley 

Simon-Weisberg 

Alternate: Walker 

Matt Brown, Acting Executive 

Director 

Be Tran, Associate Planner 

2 x 2 COMMITTEE ON HOUSING: 

RSB / BUSD 

Kelley 

Walker 

Alternate: Mendonca 

TBD 

AD HOC COMMITTEE ON RSB 

TECHNOLOGY ISSUES  

Selawsky 

Simon-Weisberg 

Aimee Mueller, Associate Mgmt. 

Analyst 

Item 4.b.



BUDGET & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE  
This Committee oversees the annual budget process and makes recommendations to the Board 
throughout the year on changes to the staffing model and any expenditures that arise outside of 
the budget process. Any issues related to registration or the registration fee originate with this 
Committee, including such programs as the Summer Registration Fee for fraternities.  
 

Commissioner Chang 

Commissioner Walker 

Commissioner Selawsky  

Commissioner Simon-Weisberg 

Alternate: Laverde 

 
EVICTION / SECTION 8 / FORECLOSURE COMMITTEE  
This Committee reviews and monitors matters related to the displacement of tenants from 
affordable housing and possible resources to assist them. The Committee’s work includes, but is 
not limited to, reviewing and tracking annual status reports on Owner Occupancy and Ellis 
evictions, meeting with the Berkeley Housing Authority on common ground issues, tracking and 
monitoring staff’s progress in outreach to tenants in foreclosed or distressed properties, and 
reviewing the work performed under contract with the East Bay Community Law Center and 
Eviction Defense Center.  
 
         Commissioner Mendonca  
         Commissioner Selawsky 
         Commissioner Walker  
         Commissioner Laverde 

Alternate: Kelley 
  

 
HABITABLE & SUSTAINABLE HOUSING COMMITTEE 
This Committee will take the place of the former Habitability Committee and Resilience & 
Sustainability Committee.  The Committee will focus on habitability issues such as cyclical 
housing inspections, anonymous building complaints, and Rental Housing Safety Program 
issues.  It will also focus on disaster preparedness and maintaining safe, secure, healthy, and 
environmentally conscientious rental housing in Berkeley. 
 

Commissioner Alpert  



Commissioner Johnson  
Commissioner Kelley 
Commissioner Selawsky 

 
INDIVIDUAL RENT ADJUSTMENT / ANNUAL GENERAL ADJUSTMENT / 
REGISTRATION COMMITTEE  (LIRA Committee)  
 
This Committee handles all issues that relate to the Board’s regulations and the Hearings Unit. 
The Committee reviews and approves the Annual General Adjustment. Changes to regulations 
may be initiated at the Committee, and the Board refers any issues that arise related to 
regulations, hearings, or the appeals process to this Committee.  The Committee also reviews 
issues related to waivers or other registration topics.  
 
Commissioner Alpert  
Commissioner Johnson  
Commissioner Simon-Weisberg  
Commissioner Kelley 

 
OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
The Outreach Committee reviews efforts and makes recommendations for informing Berkeley 
residents and property owners of the services that the Rent Board provides and for expanding 
access to these services. Outreach projects include, but are not limited to, informative workshops 
and mailings, advertising, and on-the-spot counseling services at annual Berkeley events, the 
library, senior centers, and local college campuses. 
 
Commissioner Kelley  
Commissioner Chang  
Commissioner Mendonca 
Commissioner Laverde 

 
2 x 2 Committee on Housing: RSB / BUSD 
To better fulfill the Rent Stabilization Board's duties as required by the Charter, this Committee 
was created so that the Board can work in concert with the Berkeley Unified School District on 
rental housing issues that affect families with school-aged children.  These would be quarterly 
meetings. 
Commissioner Walker 
Commissioner Kelley 
Alternate: Commissioner Mendonca 
 
4 x 4 JOINT COMMITTEE ON HOUSING -- RENT BOARD AND CITY COUNCIL 

http://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/Home/4x4_Committee_Homepage.aspx


The 4x4 was established to allow the Rent Board and the City Council to discuss and make 
recommendations on housing issues where jurisdiction or policy overlap, conflict or is unclear. 
Four members are appointed from each body. Issues that have been before the 4x4 include 
seismic safety issues (soft story ordinance and signage enforcement), the Smoke-Free Multi-Unit 
Housing Ordinance, the Condominium Conversion Ordinance, proposed changes to the 
Demolition Ordinance, recycling and energy issues, the apartment building fires, and habitability 
issues, including the Rental Housing Safety Program and how the city performs inspections. 
 
Next Meeting:     To Be Announced  
         Commissioner Simon-Weisberg (Chair) 
         Commissioner Alpert 
         Commissioner Johnson 
         Commissioner Kelley 
         Alternate: Commissioner Walker  

 
 AD HOC COMMITTEE ON RSB TECHNOLOGY ISSUES  
This Committee will address technology issues related to the new paperless agenda program.  It 
will also identify and analyze new technology opportunities with an eye towards increasing 
efficiency and effectiveness, including but not limited to, the cost of implementing and 
maintaining new technologies, effects on Board and staff processes, and creating implementation 
and use policies that comply with the City's applicable Administrative Regulations and policies 
for any new technologies that may be adopted. 
  
Commissioner Leah Simon-Weisberg  
Commissioner Selawsky 
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Rent Stabilization Board 

DATE:  March 18, 2021 

TO: Honorable Members of the Rent Stabilization Board 

FROM: IRA/AGA/Registration Committee 

SUBJECT: Letter to Council Re: Fourplex Zoning 

Recommendation: 

That the Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board send the attached letter with the Boards comments, 

suggestions, and concerns about the proposed fourplex zoning proposal to the Berkeley City 

Council. 

Background: 

The Berkeley City Council is in the process of considering a referral to the Planning Commission 

to amend the zoning ordinance to permit up to fourplexes in all parts of the City. This comes 

after the Council adopted a resolution declaring its intent to abolish single-family zoning and 

replace it with up to 4-unit zoning. 

Higher density does not conflict with robust tenant protections but nor does it inherently provide 

affordable housing or address discriminatory housing practice.  As we have seen several cycles 

of legislation proposed at the state and local levels deregulating zoning decisions for new 

construction, we believe it is helpful to provide clear direction by the Elected Rent Board which 

is tasked with protecting safe, affordable housing in Berkeley. The attached letter lays out the 

principles that are essential to ensuring that the proposed upzoning doesn’t cause gentrification 

or displacement, conserves the City’s stock of rent controlled housing, contributes an appropriate 

amount of deed restricted affordable housing to fulfill the objective of satisfying the “Missing 

Middle,” and generates new rent controlled units as allowed by state law. 

Financial Impact: 

None. 

Name and Email Address of Contact Person: 

Chair Leah Simon-Weisberg, RSBSimon-Weisberg@cityofberkeley.info 

Vice Chair Soli Alpert, RSBAlpert@cityofberkeley.info 
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To the Honorable Mayor and Members of the Berkeley City Council, 

 

The Berkeley Rent Stabilization Boards sends this letter to express what we view as essential 

components in ensuring that the “Inclusive Neighborhood Zoning” proposal from 

Councilmember Droste serve Berkeley’s tenants, low-income homeowners and residents of 

color, specifically the Black, and brown communities with histories of discrimination in 

Berkeley. While we embrace increased density we know that if the City is not careful with its 

actions to replace it, we may repeat the mistakes of the past and create a pattern of development 

that serves people over profit. It is vital that the zoning amendments generate housing that will 

be affordable for working people and do not drive displacement. 

 

The primary concerns of the Rent Board are as follows: 

 

1. Demolition 

No demolition of rent controlled or deed restricted units. 

 

2. Data Collections. 

As we proceed with zoning changes aimed at addressing historic racial inequities, it is 

important to ensure that we improve and not exacerbate the problem. The proposed process 

should include a method of capturing demographic data on any displacement that is caused or 

may have been caused, especially along racial lines but including all protected statuses, to the 

extent practicable. 

 

3. Affordable Housing 

a. In line with this change being aimed at generating ‘Missing Middle’ housing, the units 

generated by this proposal should be capped at 150% of AMI with one unit that is 80% of 

AMI. 

b. Lower the threshold for the AHMF to include this new type of development 

 

4. Ant-Displacement and Anti-Speculation Measures 

a. Special consideration of sensitive communities within Berkeley 

b. No ministerial approval on lots that have tenants or have had tenants within 10 years or 

have been emptied through the threat or actual use of an eviction authorized under the 

Ellis Act within the last 10 years. 

 

5. Generating New Controlled Units 

a. As often as possible do not issue certificates of occupancy 

b. Preference for rental units over condominiums: rentals are more affordable than condos 

and condos are exempt from rent control 

c. Preference for addition and subdivision over demolition to incentivize the creation of new 

rent controlled units, including potentially a prohibition on demolition of buildings older 

than 1980 

 

Rent Board staff are working to develop a memo outlining the different situations under which 

the creation of new units, either by subdivision or the addition of new construction, may result in 

previously exempt space becoming eligible for rent control. When this document is ready it will 

be shared with the Council and all other bodies considering the proposal, with the hopes that it 
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will be used to create a set of amendments that maximize the potential for the creation of new 

rent controlled units. 

 

Additionally, we hope that the Rent Board, both as a body of elected officials and our expert 

staff, are included and consulted in the process of drafting the final version of the zoning 

amendments. Rent board staff have a wealth of knowledge and expertise, especially concerning 

ways to protect Berkeley tenants throughout this process.  

 

Sincerely, 

The Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board 
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Rent Stabilization Board 

2125 Milvia Street, Berkeley, California 94704 

TEL: (510) 981-7368 (981-RENT) •••• TDD: (510) 981-6903 •••• FAX: (510) 981-4940 

E-MAIL: rent@cityofberkeley.info   •••• INTERNET:  www.cityofberkeley.info/rent

RENT STABILIZATION BOARD 

DATE:  March 18, 2021 

TO: Honorable Members of the Rent Stabilization Board 

FROM: Matt Brown, Acting Executive Director 

BY: Allison Pretto, Senior Management Analyst  

SUBJECT: Request for waiver of late registration penalties 

Recommendation: 

That the Board approve the attached recommendations.   

Background and Need For Rent Stabilization Board Action: 

The Board’s penalty waiver process is governed by Regulations 883, 884 and 885.  Regulation 883 lists 

the grounds for administrative waivers.  In accordance with Regulation 884, the Executive Director 

reviews waiver requests that do not meet the criteria for an administrative waiver.  Regulation 884 lists 

12 categories, which will require a review of the totality of the circumstances by the full Board prior to 

granting any waiver request.  Waivers that require a review of the totality of the circumstances are listed 

below as “Discretionary Waiver.”  If none of the 12 listed categories apply to the property, the waiver 

shall be granted/denied in a ministerial manner, based upon the formula outlined in Regulation 884(C).  

The Board may only alter these ministerial waivers if staff has incorrectly applied the criteria listed in 

Regulation 884 (B)(1-12). 
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Ministerial Waivers 

 

In accordance with Regulation 884, the Executive Director reviews waiver requests that do not meet the 

criteria enumerated in Regulation 883.  The following waiver request will be decided ministerially, 

unless the Board has reason to believe the underlying basis of the recommended assessment is 

inappropriate. 

 

Waiver Property Address Owner 
Penalty 

Assessed 

Penalty 

Waived 

Penalty 

Imposed 

4932 1434 6th Street Greg Hutchings $1,000 $800 $200 

4948 1322 Curtis Street Xaoxin Rong $500 $500 $0 

4950 1569 Arch Street 
Arch Street 

Apartments 
$4,000 $4000 $0 

4951 1802 Cedar Street Sam Cohen $1,140 $1140 $0 

4953 1441 Oxford Street 
1441 Oxford Street 

LLC 
$1000 $800 $200 

4954 1615 McGee Ave Rosa Mengesha $542 $434 $108 

      

TOTAL   $8,182 $7,674 $508 

 
 
 
Financial Impact: Ministerial Waivers  
 

Approval of Acting Executive Director’s recommendations will decrease the Board’s current accounts 

receivable by $7,674. 
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Discretionary Waivers 

 

For the waiver requests listed below, staff recommendations are attached and presented to the full Board 

for its approval.  With respect to these cases, the determination of good cause to waive some or all of the 

penalties depends on the totality of the circumstances. 

 

 

Waiver Property Address Owner 
Penalty 

Assessed 

Penalty 

Waived 

Penalty 

Imposed 

4942 1418 67th Street 
Catamount Properties 

LLC 
$1,000 $500 $500 

4945 1528 Alcatraz Avenue Alessio Lisi $2,000 $1,600 $400 

4946 2756 Acton Street Yakov Silvertest $500 $450 $50 

4955 1934 Stuart Street 
Lucia Howard & 

Margaret Majua Trust 
$1,750 $1,580 $170 

4956 2905 King Street Ori Tzvieli $3,000 $1,800 $1,200 

4957 2922 Dohr Street Melissa Hope Young $500 $450 $50 

      

TOTAL   $8,750 $6,380 $2,370 

 
 
Financial Impact: Discretionary Waivers  
 
Approval of Acting Executive Director’s recommendations will decrease the Board’s current accounts 

receivable by $6,380. 

 

Name and Telephone Number of Contact Person: 

 

Matt Brown, Acting Executive Director 

Rent Stabilization Board 

2125 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA  94704 

(510) 981-7368 
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RENT STABILIZATION BOARD 

BUDGET & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE MEETING 

Thursday, February 25, 2021 

5:00 p.m. 

PUBLIC ADVISORY: THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED EXCLUSIVELY THROUGH 

VIDEOCONFERENCE AND TELECONFERENCE. 

Pursuant to Section 3 of Executive Order N-29-20, issued by Governor Newsom on March 17, 2020, this 

meeting of the Rent Stabilization Board’s Budget & Personnel Committee (Committee) will be conducted 

exclusively through teleconference and Zoom videoconference. Please be advised that pursuant to the 

Executive Order and the Shelter-in-Place Order, and to ensure the health and safety of the public by limiting 

human contact that could spread the COVID-19 virus, there will not be a physical meeting location 

available.  

To access this meeting remotely: Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device by clicking on this 

URL: https://zoom.us/j/91373516872?pwd=dThobUFyM1BObHFOeWxJU3IwWXNKQT09. If you do not 

wish for your name to appear on the screen, then use the drop-down menu and click on "rename" to rename 

yourself to be anonymous. To request to speak, use the “Raise hand” icon by rolling over the bottom of the 

screen. 

To join by phone: Dial 1-408-638-0968 and enter Webinar ID: 913 7351 6872 and Passcode: 793957. If you 

wish to comment during the public comment portion of the agenda, Press *9 and wait to be recognized by the 

Committee Chair. 

To submit an e-mail comment to be read aloud during public comment, email mbrown@cityofberkeley.info 

with the Subject Line in this format: “PUBLIC COMMENT ITEM FOR BUDGET & PERSONNEL 

COMMITTEE”. Please observe a 150-word limit. Time limits on public comments will apply. Written 

comments will be entered into the public record.  Email comments must be submitted to the email address 

above by 3:00 p.m. on the day of the Committee meeting in order to be included.  

Please be mindful that this will be a public meeting and all rules of procedure and decorum will apply for 

meetings conducted by teleconference or videoconference. 

This meeting will be conducted in accordance with Government Code Section 54953 and all current state and 

local requirements allowing public participation in meetings of legislative bodies. Any member of the public 

may attend this meeting. Questions regarding this matter may be addressed to Matt Brown, Acting Executive 

Director, at (510) 981-7368 (981-RENT). The Committee may take action related to any subject listed on the 

Agenda. 
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RENT STABILIZATION BOARD 

BUDGET & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE MEETING 

Thursday, February 25, 2021 – 5:00 p.m.  

AGENDA 

 

1. Roll Call 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

3. Public Comment 

 

4. Approval of January 28, 2021 Meeting Minutes (Attached to Agenda) 

 

5. Discussion and Possible Action regarding the process for setting registration fee levels 

and the adoption of the Fiscal Year 2021/22 budget 

 

6. Future agenda items  

 

 Trainings and team-building exercises for Commissioners 

 Comparison of 2019 and 2020 counseling service request data   

 Increasing Commissioner Stipends 

 Employment Liability Insurance 

 

7. Discussion and Possible Action to set next Committee meeting 

 

8. Adjournment 

 

 

STAFF CONTACT:  Matt Brown, Acting Executive Director   (510) 981-7368 

COMMITTEE:  James Chang, John Selawsky (Chair), Leah Simon-Weisberg, Dominique Walker 
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RENT STABILIZATION BOARD 

EVICTION / SECTION 8 / FORECLOSURE COMMITTEE MEETING 

Thursday, March 11, 2021 

5:00 p.m. 

PUBLIC ADVISORY: THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED EXCLUSIVELY THROUGH 

VIDEOCONFERENCE AND TELECONFERENCE. 

Pursuant to Section 3 of Executive Order N-29-20, issued by Governor Newsom on March 17, 2020, this 

meeting of the Rent Stabilization Board’s Eviction / Section 8 / Foreclosure Committee (Committee) will be 

conducted exclusively through teleconference and Zoom videoconference. Please be advised that pursuant to 

the Executive Order and the Shelter-in-Place Order, and to ensure the health and safety of the public by 

limiting human contact that could spread the COVID-19 virus, there will not be a physical meeting location 

available. 

To access this meeting remotely: Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device by clicking on this 

URL: https://zoom.us/j/91594698182?pwd=RlN1T1FOT2oxY3NhY2o4L2R4VTNLdz09.  If you do not wish 

for your name to appear on the screen, then use the drop-down menu and click on "rename" to rename  

Yourself to be anonymous. To request to speak, use the “Raise hand” icon by rolling over the bottom of the 

screen. 

To join by phone: Dial 1-669-900-6833 and enter Webinar ID: 915 9469 8182 and Passcode: 621197. If you 

wish to comment during the public comment portion of the agenda, Press *9 and wait to be recognized by the 

Committee Chair. 

To submit an e-mail comment to be read aloud during public comment, email msiegel@cityofberkeley.info 

with the Subject Line in this format: “PUBLIC COMMENT ITEM FOR EVICTION/SECTION 8 

COMMITTEE”. Please observe a 150-word limit. Time limits on public comments will apply. Written 

comments will be entered into the public record.  Email comments must be submitted to the email address 

above by 4:00 p.m. on the day of the Committee meeting in order to be included.  

Please be mindful that this will be a public meeting and all rules of procedure and decorum will apply for 

meetings conducted by teleconference or videoconference. 

This meeting will be conducted in accordance with Government Code Section 54953 and all current state and 

local requirements allowing public participation in meetings of legislative bodies. Any member of the public 

may attend this meeting. Questions regarding this matter may be addressed to Matt Brown, Acting Executive 

Director, at (510) 981-7368 (981-RENT). The Committee may take action related to any subject listed on the 

Agenda. 
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RENT STABILIZATION BOARD 

EVICTION / SECTION 8 / FORECLOSURE COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

Thursday, March 11, 2021 – 5:00 p.m. 

 

AGENDA 
 

1. Roll call 

 

2. Approval of the Agenda 

 

3. Approval of Minutes of the February 11, 2021 meeting 

 

4. Public Comment 

 

5. Presentation Measure AA Report (attached) 

 

6. Presentation on Senate Bill (SB) 91/Berkeley evictions (attached) 

 

7. Presentation on Berkeley Housing Authority/ number of units/ Hearings conducted 

 

8. Discussion and possible action regarding scope of work of Committee  

 

9. Future Agenda Items 

 

10. Confirm next meeting date (Commissioners: please bring calendars to meeting) 

 

11. Adjournment 

 

 

STAFF CONTACT:  Matthew Siegel – (510) 981.4903 

 

COMMITTEE:  Paola Laverde, Mari Mendonca (Chair), John Selawsky, Dominique Walker 
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RENT STABILIZATION BOARD 

IRA / AGA / REGISTRATION COMMITTEE MEETING 

Tuesday, March 2, 2021 

5:00 p.m. 

PUBLIC ADVISORY: THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED EXCLUSIVELY THROUGH 

VIDEOCONFERENCE AND TELECONFERENCE. 

Pursuant to Section 3 of Executive Order N-29-20, issued by Governor Newsom on March 17, 2020, this 

meeting of the Rent Stabilization Board’s IRA / AGA / Registration Committee (Committee) will be 

conducted exclusively through teleconference and Zoom videoconference. Please be advised that pursuant to 

the Executive Order and the Shelter-in-Place Order, and to ensure the health and safety of the public by 

limiting human contact that could spread the COVID-19 virus, there will not be a physical meeting location 

available. 

To access this meeting remotely: Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device by clicking on this 

URL: https://zoom.us/j/99307513057?pwd=N1IxemRUUXZLWnVDZXBZYWVzR0VkUT09. If you do not 

wish for your name to appear on the screen, then use the drop-down menu and click on "rename" to rename  

yourself to be anonymous. To request to speak, use the “Raise hand” icon by rolling over the bottom of the 

screen. 

To join by phone: Dial 1-669-900-6833 and enter Webinar ID: 993 0751 3057 and Passcode: 127788. If you 

wish to comment during the public comment portion of the agenda, Press *9 and wait to be recognized by the 

Committee Chair. 

To submit an e-mail comment to be read aloud during public comment, email mbrown@cityofberkeley.info 

with the Subject Line in this format: “PUBLIC COMMENT ITEM FOR IRA/AGA COMMITTEE”. Please 

observe a 150-word limit. Time limits on public comments will apply. Written comments will be entered into 

the public record.  Email comments must be submitted to the email address above by 4:00 p.m. on the day of 

the Committee meeting in order to be included.  

Please be mindful that this will be a public meeting and all rules of procedure and decorum will apply for 

meetings conducted by teleconference or videoconference. 

This meeting will be conducted in accordance with Government Code Section 54953 and all current state and 

local requirements allowing public participation in meetings of legislative bodies. Any member of the public 

may attend this meeting. Questions regarding this matter may be addressed to Matt Brown, Acting Executive 

Director, at (510) 981-7368 (981-RENT). The Committee may take action related to any subject listed on the 

Agenda. 
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RENT STABILIZATION BOARD 

IRA / AGA / REGISTRATION COMMITTEE MEETING 

Tuesday, March 2, 2021 – 5:00 p.m. 

 

AGENDA 

 

1. Roll call 

 

2. Approval of the agenda 

 

3. Approval of Minutes from the February 9, 2021 IRA/AGA/Registration Commitee 

 

4. Public Comment 

 

5. Discussion and possible action regarding proposed amendments to Regulation 1013 (See 

attached staff report) 

 

6. Discussion and possible action regarding the potential effects on rent control of the 

Inclusive Neighborhood Scale and Quadplex Zoning proposals considered by Council on 

February 23, 2021 and by the Land Use, Housing, & Economic Development Committee 

on March 1, 2021 (Materials from February 23, 2021 Council meeting and entire agenda 

packet from March 1, 2021 Land Use, Housing, & Economic Development Committee 

attached) 

 

7. Discussion and possible action regarding future agenda items 

 

 Tenant Occupancy Limits (Commissioner Johnson) 

 Confirm regular meeting schedule 

 

8. Confirm next meeting date  

 

9. Adjournment 

 

 

STAFF CONTACT:  Matt Brown, Acting Executive Director     (510) 981-4930 

 

      COMMITTEE:  Soli Alpert, Xavier Johnson, Andy Kelley (Chair), Leah Simon-Weisberg 



4x4 Committee on Housing  

City Council and Rent Board 

4 X 4 JOINT COMMITTEE ON HOUSING 
CITY COUNCIL/RENT STABILIZATION BOARD 

Wednesday, February 24, 2021 – 3:00 p.m. 

PUBLIC ADVISORY: THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED EXCLUSIVELY THROUGH 
VIDEOCONFERENCE AND TELECONFERENCE. 

Pursuant to Section 3 of Executive Order N-29-20, issued by Governor Newsom on March 17, 2020, this 
meeting of the City Council and Rent Stabilization Board’s 4 x 4 Joint Committee on Housing (Committee) 
will be conducted exclusively through teleconference and Zoom videoconference. Please be advised that 
pursuant to the Executive Order and the Shelter-in-Place Order, and to ensure the health and safety of the 
public by limiting human contact that could spread the COVID-19 virus, there will not be a physical 
meeting location available. 

To access this meeting remotely: Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device by clicking on this 
URL: https://zoom.us/j/95567664573?pwd=WW5iSjU0ZHhRWUgyUkthTUtsVVNIUT09.  If you do not wish for 
your name to appear on the screen, then use the drop-down menu and click on "Rename" to rename yourself 
to be anonymous. To request to speak, use the “Raise hand” icon by rolling over the bottom of the screen. 

To join by phone: Dial 1-669-900-6833 and enter Webinar ID: 955 6766 4573 and Passcode: 352762. If you 
wish to comment during the public comment portion of the agenda, Press *9 and wait to be recognized by the 
Committee Chair. 

To submit an e-mail comment to be read aloud during public comment, email btran@cityofberkeley.info with 
the Subject Line in this format: “PUBLIC COMMENT ITEM FOR 4 X 4 COMMITTEE”. Please observe a 150-
word limit. Time limits on public comments will apply. Written comments will be entered into the public record. 
Email comments must be submitted to the email address above by 1:00 p.m. on the day of the Committee 
meeting in order to be included.  

Please be mindful that this will be a public meeting and all rules of procedure and decorum will apply for 
meetings conducted by teleconference or videoconference. 

This meeting will be conducted in accordance with Government Code Section 54953 and all current state and 
local requirements allowing public participation in meetings of legislative bodies. Any member of the public 
may attend this meeting. Questions regarding this matter may be addressed to Matt Brown, Acting Executive 
Director of the Rent Board, at (510) 981-7368 (981-RENT). The Committee may take action related to any 
subject listed on the Agenda.

Item 8.g.(1)



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
4x4 Committee on Housing  

City Council and Rent Board      

 

 
2125 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704  TEL: (510) 981-7368 (981-RENT)  TDD: (510) 981-6903  FAX: (510) 981-4940 

EMAIL: rent@cityofberkeley.info   WEB: www.cityofberkeley.info/rent 

 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

4 X 4 JOINT COMMITTEE ON HOUSING 
CITY COUNCIL/RENT STABILIZATION BOARD 

 
Wednesday, February 24, 2021 – 3:00 p.m. 

 

1. Roll Call  
 

2. Approval of the Agenda  
 

3. Public Comment on Non-Agenda Matters  
 

4. Approval of November 24, 2020 Committee Meeting Minutes  
 

5. Update on Amendments to Demolition Ordinance (Planning Department) 
 

6. Habitability Plans Modeled After the City of Los Angeles’ Practice (Chair Simon-Weisberg) 
 

7. Review of SB 91 and Impact on Berkeley Eviction Moratorium (City Attorney’s Office) 
 

8. Quick Updates on Previously Discussed Items 
a. Amendments to the Relocation Ordinance (Mayor Arreguín) 

 
9. Discussion of Possible Future Agenda Items 

 
10. Adjournment 

 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:       
Mayor Jesse Arreguín    Rent Board Chairperson Leah Simon-Weisberg 
City Councilmember Kate Harrison  Rent Board Vice-Chairperson Soli Alpert 
City Councilmember Rigel Robinson  Rent Board Commissioner Xavier Johnson 
City Councilmember Terry Taplin   Rent Board Commissioner Andy Kelley 
 



4x4 Committee on Housing  
City Council and Rent Board 

4 X 4 JOINT COMMITTEE ON HOUSING 
CITY COUNCIL/RENT STABILIZATION BOARD 

Tuesday, November 24, 2020 – 3:00 p.m. 

PUBLIC ADVISORY: THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED EXCLUSIVELY THROUGH 
VIDEOCONFERENCE AND TELECONFERENCE. 

Pursuant to Section 3 of Executive Order N-29-20, issued by Governor Newsom on March 17, 2020, this 
meeting of the City Council and Rent Stabilization Board’s 4 x 4 Joint Committee on Housing (Committee) 
will be conducted exclusively through teleconference and Zoom videoconference. Please be advised that 
pursuant to the Executive Order and the Shelter-in-Place Order, and to ensure the health and safety of the 
public by limiting human contact that could spread the COVID-19 virus, there will not be a physical 
meeting location available. 

To access this meeting remotely: Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device by clicking on this 
URL: https://zoom.us/j/93330024842?pwd=QVVwQ0sxU2M5cU00RzdXMnN4aytaZz09.  If you do not wish 
for your name to appear on the screen, then use the drop-down menu and click on "Rename" to rename 
yourself to be anonymous. To request to speak, use the “Raise hand” icon by rolling over the bottom of the 
screen. 

To join by phone: Dial 1-669-900-6833 and enter Webinar ID: 933 3002 4842 and Passcode: 094373. If you 
wish to comment during the public comment portion of the agenda, Press *9 and wait to be recognized by the 
Committee Chair. 

To submit an e-mail comment to be read aloud during public comment, email btran@cityofberkeley.info with 
the Subject Line in this format: “PUBLIC COMMENT ITEM FOR 4 X 4 COMMITTEE”. Please observe a 150-
word limit. Time limits on public comments will apply. Written comments will be entered into the public record. 
Email comments must be submitted to the email address above by 1:00 p.m. on the day of the Committee 
meeting in order to be included.  

Please be mindful that this will be a public meeting and all rules of procedure and decorum will apply for 
meetings conducted by teleconference or videoconference. 

This meeting will be conducted in accordance with Government Code Section 54953 and all current state and 
local requirements allowing public participation in meetings of legislative bodies. Any member of the public 
may attend this meeting. Questions regarding this matter may be addressed to Matt Brown, Acting Executive 
Director of the Rent Board, at (510) 981-7368 (981-RENT). The Committee may take action related to any 
subject listed on the Agenda.

Item 4.

https://zoom.us/j/93330024842?pwd=QVVwQ0sxU2M5cU00RzdXMnN4aytaZz09
mailto:btran@cityofberkeley.info


 

 
4x4 Committee on Housing  
City Council and Rent Board 
      

 
2125 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704  TEL: (510) 981-7368 (981-RENT)  TDD: (510) 981-6903  FAX: (510) 981-4940 

EMAIL: rent@cityofberkeley.info   WEB: www.cityofberkeley.info/rent 
 

 
 

4 X 4 JOINT COMMITTEE ON HOUSING 
CITY COUNCIL/RENT STABILIZATION BOARD 

 
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 – 3:00 p.m. 

 
Minutes to be Approved 

 
1. Roll Call: Chair Laverde called the meeting to order at 3:02 p.m. 

Present: Mayor Arreguín, CM Davila, CM Robinson, RB Chair Laverde, RBC Simon-
Weisberg, RBC Mendonca, RBC Tregub (signed off at 5:31 p.m.) 
Absent: CM Harrison (logged on at 3:04 p.m., signed off at 5:52 p.m.) 
Staff Present: Matt Brown, Steve Buckley, Bren Darrow, Stefan Elgstrand, Jen Fabish, 
Rachel Gonzales-Levine, J.T. Harechmak, Chris Jensen, Alene Pearson, Alisa Shen, Be 
Tran.   

 
2. Approval of the Agenda: M/S/C (Davila/Robinson) Motion to approve the agenda as written.  

Roll call vote.  YES: Arreguín, Davila, Harrison, Robinson, Laverde, Simon-Weisberg, 
Mendonca, Tregub; NO: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None.  Carried: 8-0-0-0. 

 
3. Public Comment on Non-Agenda Matters:  There was one speaker.  

 
4. Approval of October 28, 2020 Committee Meeting Minutes: M/S/C (Arreguín/Harrison) Motion 

to approve the minutes as written.  Roll call vote.  YES: Arreguín, Davila, Harrison, Robinson, 
Laverde, Simon-Weisberg, Tregub; NO: None; ABSTAIN: Mendonca*; ABSENT: None.  
Carried: 7-0-1-0. 

 
*Commissioner Mendonca abstained because she was not present for the whole meeting.   

 
5. Presentation on Berkeley Housing Authority (BHA) and Affordable Housing Berkeley, Inc. by 

BHA Acting Executive Director Rachel Gonzales-Levine:  Rachel Gonzales-Levine presented 
to and took questions from the committee and the public.   
 
There were two public speakers.   

 
6. Discussion and Possible Action on Amendments to Demolition Ordinance (Planning 

Department): Steve Buckley of the Planning Department presented on proposed changes to 
the Demolition Ordinance in light of SB330.  He and Chris Jensen from the City Attorney’s 
Office took questions.  The committee had a robust discussion, raising a variety of questions 
and concerns.  The committee agreed to continue its conversation at a future meeting.   
 
There were 6 public speakers, and committee staff person Be Tran read into the record one 
public comment submitted by email.   
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7. Habitability Plans Modeled After the City of Los Angeles’ Practice (RBC Simon-Weisberg): 
This item was continued to a future meeting. 

 
8. Update on Amendments to the Relocation Ordinance (Mayor Arreguín): Mayor Arreguín 

reported that his office was trying to schedule a meeting with multiple departments to take a 
comprehensive look at changes.   

 
9. Quick Updates on Previously Discussed Items 

a. UC Acquisition of 1921 Walnut Street: The committee briefly discussed this item. 
There was no substantive update.   

 
10. Discussion of Possible Future Agenda Items: The committee agreed to wait until its February 

2021 meeting to continue the conversation on amendments to the Demolition Ordinance to 
give stakeholders enough time to consider the committee’s questions and concerns.   
 

11. Adjournment:  M/S/C (Davila/Simon-Weisberg) Motion to adjourn the meeting.  Roll call vote.  
YES: Arreguín, Davila, Robinson, Laverde, Simon-Weisberg, Mendonca; NO: None; 
ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: Harrison, Tregub.  Carried: 6-0-0-2.   

 
The meeting adjourned at 5:53 p.m. 

 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:       
Mayor Jesse Arreguín    Rent Board Chairperson Paola Laverde 
City Council Member Cheryl Davila  Rent Board Vice-Chairperson Leah Simon-Weisberg 
City Council Member Kate Harrison  Rent Board Commissioner Mari Mendonca 
City Council Member Rigel Robinson   Rent Board Commissioner Igor Tregub 
 



4x4 Committee on Housing  
City Council and Rent Board 

4 X 4 JOINT COMMITTEE ON HOUSING 
CITY COUNCIL/RENT STABILIZATION BOARD 

Wednesday, March 10, 2021 – 3:00 p.m. 

PUBLIC ADVISORY: THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED EXCLUSIVELY THROUGH 
VIDEOCONFERENCE AND TELECONFERENCE. 

Pursuant to Section 3 of Executive Order N-29-20, issued by Governor Newsom on March 17, 2020, this 
meeting of the City Council and Rent Stabilization Board’s 4 x 4 Joint Committee on Housing (Committee) 
will be conducted exclusively through teleconference and Zoom videoconference. Please be advised that 
pursuant to the Executive Order and the Shelter-in-Place Order, and to ensure the health and safety of the 
public by limiting human contact that could spread the COVID-19 virus, there will not be a physical 
meeting location available. 

To access this meeting remotely: Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device by clicking on this 
URL: https://zoom.us/j/98120154505?pwd=eFN2cXhHMkU2Vmc0dHlLQlh5QTcydz09.  If you do not wish for 
your name to appear on the screen, then use the drop-down menu and click on "Rename" to rename yourself 
to be anonymous. To request to speak, use the “Raise hand” icon by rolling over the bottom of the screen. 

To join by phone: Dial 1-669-900-6833 and enter Webinar ID: 981 2015 4505 and Passcode: 965937. If you 
wish to comment during the public comment portion of the agenda, Press *9 and wait to be recognized by the 
Committee Chair. 

To submit an e-mail comment to be read aloud during public comment, email btran@cityofberkeley.info with 
the Subject Line in this format: “PUBLIC COMMENT ITEM FOR 4 X 4 COMMITTEE”. Please observe a 150-
word limit. Time limits on public comments will apply. Written comments will be entered into the public record. 
Email comments must be submitted to the email address above by 1:00 p.m. on the day of the Committee 
meeting in order to be included.  

Please be mindful that this will be a public meeting and all rules of procedure and decorum will apply for 
meetings conducted by teleconference or videoconference. 

This meeting will be conducted in accordance with Government Code Section 54953 and all current state and 
local requirements allowing public participation in meetings of legislative bodies. Any member of the public 
may attend this meeting. Questions regarding this matter may be addressed to Matt Brown, Acting Executive 
Director of the Rent Board, at (510) 981-7368 (981-RENT). The Committee may take action related to any 
subject listed on the Agenda.

Item 8.g.(2)

https://zoom.us/j/98120154505?pwd=eFN2cXhHMkU2Vmc0dHlLQlh5QTcydz09
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AGENDA 
 

4 X 4 JOINT COMMITTEE ON HOUSING 
CITY COUNCIL/RENT STABILIZATION BOARD 

 
Wednesday, March 10, 2021 – 3:00 p.m. 

 
1. Roll Call  

 
2. Approval of the Agenda  

 
3. Public Comment on Non-Agenda Matters  

 
4. Approval of February 24, 2021 Committee Meeting Minutes  

 
5. Update on Amendments to Short Term Rental Ordinance (CM Harrison) 

 
6. Update on Amendments to Demolition Ordinance (Planning Department) 

 
7. Affordable Housing Overlay (CM Taplin) 

 
8. Quick Updates on Previously Discussed Items 

 
9. Discussion of Possible Future Agenda Items 

 
10. Adjournment 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:       
Mayor Jesse Arreguín    Rent Board Chairperson Leah Simon-Weisberg 
City Councilmember Kate Harrison  Rent Board Vice-Chairperson Soli Alpert 
City Councilmember Rigel Robinson  Rent Board Commissioner Xavier Johnson 
City Councilmember Terry Taplin   Rent Board Commissioner Andy Kelley 
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4x4 Committee on Housing  
City Council and Rent Board 

4 X 4 JOINT COMMITTEE ON HOUSING 
CITY COUNCIL/RENT STABILIZATION BOARD 

Wednesday, February 24, 2021 – 3:00 p.m. 

PUBLIC ADVISORY: THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED EXCLUSIVELY THROUGH 
VIDEOCONFERENCE AND TELECONFERENCE. 

Pursuant to Section 3 of Executive Order N-29-20, issued by Governor Newsom on March 17, 2020, this 
meeting of the City Council and Rent Stabilization Board’s 4 x 4 Joint Committee on Housing (Committee) 
will be conducted exclusively through teleconference and Zoom videoconference. Please be advised that 
pursuant to the Executive Order and the Shelter-in-Place Order, and to ensure the health and safety of the 
public by limiting human contact that could spread the COVID-19 virus, there will not be a physical 
meeting location available. 

To access this meeting remotely: Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device by clicking on this 
URL: https://zoom.us/j/95567664573?pwd=WW5iSjU0ZHhRWUgyUkthTUtsVVNIUT09.  If you do not wish for 
your name to appear on the screen, then use the drop-down menu and click on "Rename" to rename yourself 
to be anonymous. To request to speak, use the “Raise hand” icon by rolling over the bottom of the screen. 

To join by phone: Dial 1-669-900-6833 and enter Webinar ID: 955 6766 4573 and Passcode: 352762. If you 
wish to comment during the public comment portion of the agenda, Press *9 and wait to be recognized by the 
Committee Chair. 

To submit an e-mail comment to be read aloud during public comment, email btran@cityofberkeley.info with 
the Subject Line in this format: “PUBLIC COMMENT ITEM FOR 4 X 4 COMMITTEE”. Please observe a 150-
word limit. Time limits on public comments will apply. Written comments will be entered into the public record. 
Email comments must be submitted to the email address above by 1:00 p.m. on the day of the Committee 
meeting in order to be included.  

Please be mindful that this will be a public meeting and all rules of procedure and decorum will apply for 
meetings conducted by teleconference or videoconference. 

This meeting will be conducted in accordance with Government Code Section 54953 and all current state and 
local requirements allowing public participation in meetings of legislative bodies. Any member of the public 
may attend this meeting. Questions regarding this matter may be addressed to Matt Brown, Acting Executive 
Director of the Rent Board, at (510) 981-7368 (981-RENT). The Committee may take action related to any 
subject listed on the Agenda

Item 3.
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4 X 4 JOINT COMMITTEE ON HOUSING 
CITY COUNCIL/RENT STABILIZATION BOARD 

 
Wednesday, February 24, 2021 – 3:00 p.m. 

 
Minutes to be Approved 

 
1. Roll Call: Mayor Arreguín called the meeting to order at 3:03 p.m. 

Present: RBC Alpert, Mayor Arreguín, CM Harrison, RBC Johnson, RBC Kelley, CM 
Robinson, RB Chair Simon-Weisberg, CM Taplin.   
Absent: None. 
Staff Present: Matt Brown, Steven Buckley, Lief Bursell, James Chang, Brendan Darrow, 
Stefan Elgstrand, Jen Fabish, J.T. Harechmak, Chris Jensen, Jordan Klein, Matthew Siegel 
and Be Tran. 

 
2. Approval of the Agenda: MSC (Robinson/Harrison) Motion to approve the agenda as written.  

Roll call vote.  YES: Alpert, Arreguín, Harrison, Johnson, Kelley, Robinson, Simon-Weisberg, 
Taplin; NO: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None.  Carried: 8-0-0-0.   

 
3. Public Comment on Non-Agenda Matters:  There was one speaker.   

 
4. Approval of November 24, 2020 Committee Meeting Minutes: M/S/C (Harrison/Robinson) 

Motion to approve the minutes as written.  Roll call vote.  YES: Alpert, Arreguín, Harrison, 
Johnson, Kelley, Robinson, Simon-Weisberg, Taplin; NO: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: 
None.  Carried: 8-0-0-0.   

 
5. Update on Amendments to Demolition Ordinance (Planning Department): Interim Director of 

the Planning Department Jordan Klein outlined the Department’s proposed workplan.  Mr. 
Klein, Land Use Manager Steven Buckley, Chris Jensen of the City Attorney’s Office, and 
Acting Rent Board Executive Director Matt Brown took questions and comments from the 
committee.  Committee feedback included the desire for input from the committee earlier in 
the process, a shorter time line, and more specificity on which parts of the City’s current 
Demolition Ordinance are pre-empted by SB 330.  The committee also discussed the 
potential need for an interim policy while work continues on the amendments.   
 
There were two public comments.   
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6. Habitability Plans Modeled After the City of Los Angeles’ Practice (Chair Simon-Weisberg): 
Rent Board Chair Simon-Weisberg presented and took questions and comments from the 
committee.  Chair Simon-Weisberg, CM Harrison, and Mayor Arreguín will meet to discuss 
what this model might look like in Berkeley. 
 
There were 2 public comments, and committee staff person Be Tran read aloud two email 
comments.   

 
7. Review of SB 91 and Impact on Berkeley Eviction Moratorium (City Attorney’s Office): 

Brendan Darrow of the City Attorney’s Office presented and took questions from the 
committee.  Rent Board Staff Attorney Matthew Siegel also responded to questions from the 
committee.  The committee discussed ways the City might partner with the Rent Board on 
outreach efforts.  Mayor Arreguín will follow up with Rent Board staff.  
 
There was one public comment.   

 
8. Quick Updates on Previously Discussed Items 

a. Amendments to the Relocation Ordinance (Mayor Arreguín): Mayor Arreguín 
reported that he met with staff from Planning, Health Housing and Community 
Services, the City Attorney’s Office, and the Rent Board.  The consensus was that 
major structural changes are necessary.  He will convene a multi-department 
workgroup to research and develop amendments using 4x4 committee guidance 
from October 2019.  Mayor Arreguín will follow up with Rent Board staff attorney 
Matthew Siegel about the workgroup.   
 
There were no public comments.   

 
9. Discussion of Possible Future Agenda Items: Amendments to the Short-Term Rentals 

Ordinance, Demolition Ordinance.  CM Robinson mentioned that a recommendation from the 
Land Use, Housing & Economic Development Policy Committee about enforcement of the 
source of income discrimination ordinance will be making its way to the 4x4 Committee.   
 
At this time the committee agreed to deviate from its normal meeting schedule for March 
only; the meeting will be on March 10th at 3 p.m. 

 
10. Adjournment: M/S/C (Robinson/Arreguín)  Motion to adjourn.  YES: Alpert, Arreguín, 

Johnson, Kelley, Robinson, Simon-Weisberg, Taplin; NO: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: 
Harrison (inaudible).  Carried: 7-0-0-1.   

 
The meeting adjourned at 5:54 p.m. 

 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:       
Mayor Jesse Arreguín    Rent Board Chairperson Leah Simon-Weisberg 
City Councilmember Kate Harrison  Rent Board Vice-Chairperson Soli Alpert 
City Councilmember Rigel Robinson  Rent Board Commissioner Xavier Johnson 
City Councilmember Terry Taplin   Rent Board Commissioner Andy Kelley 
 



Office of the City Manager 

2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-7000 ● TDD: (510) 981-6903 ● Fax: (510) 981-7099 
E-Mail: manager@CityofBerkeley.info  Website: http://www.CityofBerkeley.info/Manager

January 27, 2021 

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

From: Dee Williams-Ridley, City Manager 

Re: Referral Response:  Short-Term Rentals Update and Outreach 

City staff continue to improve upon a short-term rental program that, based on Council 
direction, allows residents to register and rent appropriate units and prevents properties 
from being rented improperly.  This memorandum updates the City Council on the 
status of the short-term rentals (STR) program, and responds to a referral adopted by 
City Council on July 28, 2020.1  Staff last updated the Council about this program at a 
work session on October 22, 2019.2 

Registration 

Any Berkeley resident who rents accommodations to guests for 13 or fewer nights in 
their home or accessory building is required to register their STR with the City.  Since 
September 2017, the City has accepted 590 STR applications.  Of those, 448 were 
approved, 88 were denied, 4 were disqualified due to a previous no-fault eviction, and 
50 were closed for lack of response for more information and referred for code 
enforcement follow up.  Not all of those that have been approved are still actively listing. 

The City sent initial welcome letters to all active hosts in 2017, informing them of the 
rules of the STR program. The City continues to send new welcome letters on a regular 
basis as new hosts are identified, encouraging them to register their STR and informing 
them of the program rules.  

In order to operate, an STR host must register with the City and be granted a Zoning 
Certificate (ZC-STR).  The City created a dedicated online portal for STR hosts to 
register their units.  Every ZC-STR application is reviewed by staff from Land Use 
Planning and the Rent Stabilization Board (RSB).  Land Use Planning staff reviews for 
requirements such as landlord approval, whether the unit is a qualifying ADU or  

1 https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/City_Council/2020/07_Jul/Documents/2020-07-
28_Supp_2_Item_42_Rev_Harrison.aspx 

2 https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/City_Council/2019/10_Oct/Documents/10-
22_Special_Annotated_Agenda_pdf.aspx 

Item 6.
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restricted BMR unit, location to ensure it is in a qualifying zoning district, and evidence 
of proper neighbor notification.  If there is more than one unit on the parcel, staff checks 
for owner/tenant occupancy.  RSB staff review the application for no-fault eviction status 
and owner/tenant occupancy 
 
Enforcement 
 
The City’s STR enforcement strategy is to issue communications to educate the host 
about local regulations and encourage compliance, and then to issue citations if the 
host does not come into compliance in a reasonable amount of time.  Staff in the 
Planning Department and Finance Department have coordinated efforts since the initial 
program roll-out in late 2017, including the establishment of simple website pages for 
registering and paying taxes.  
 
Since the last report in September 2019, the Planning Department has continued to 
utilize a third-party service called Host Compliance to identify non-compliant hosts that 
are advertising STR listings in Berkeley.  Once a non-compliant host is identified, staff 
contacts them through a series of letters and phone calls.  To date staff have issued 
819 requests to register, 247 administrative citation warnings, and 104 administrative 
citations.  Initial enforcement activities were focused on apartment buildings with 
multiple listings.  Based on available data, all known listings have received compliance 
letters.  Staff also investigate and address complaints about hosts with noisy guests and 
other nuisances through direct contact and warnings, as well as citations when 
warranted.  
 
At the end of September 2020 there were 1,482 advertised listings for short-term rentals 
in Berkeley.  Of those, 759 hosts (51%) were taking reservations while 723 (49%) were 
not actively taking reservations for the past 12 months.  Of the 759 active listings, 514 
hosts (68%) meet the current STR definition in Berkeley (13 nights or fewer).  The other 
245 listings (32%) accept reservations for more than 13 days, and therefore fall outside 
the current STR definition and do not require a City-issued Zoning Certificate. 
 
Of the 514 active listings which meet the City’s STR definition, 277 (54%) have an 
approved Zoning Certificate, while 237 (46%) operate illegally without a Zoning 
Certificate.  The short-term rental marketplace has a pattern of fluidity, which in turn 
requires continuous monitoring.  Enforcement letters are sent out to hosts regularly 
according to the available data, and staff issues escalating fines to hosts that do not 
either remove the listing or obtain a permit.  
 
A recent enforcement letter was mistakenly sent to hosts who had already registered 
and been approved by the City, due to zoning certificate numbers not having been listed 
on each hosting page.  After the letters were mailed, staff discovered that Airbnb blocks 
hosts from posting their zoning certificate number.  On October 3, 2020 staff mailed a 
new letter apologizing for the mistake and stopping all enforcement against the 
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incorrectly identified hosts.  Going forward, additional testing will be conducted on the 
screening criteria to verify non-compliance before conducting a broad enforcement 
action. 
 
Outreach and Education Activities 
 
Information for the general public is located on the City website including a summary 
page, a frequently asked questions page, and a registration page.3  Planning 
Department staff primarily receives and responds to inquiries about the STR program 
via a dedicated email address, STR@cityofberkely.info, through the 3-1-1 customer 
service line, and through the third-party vendor. 
 
On July 28, 2020, City Council referred to the City Manager the development of an 
outreach program to clarify existing short term rental regulations in areas that have 
proven confusing to hosts, guests, and tenants.  Planning Department staff will work 
with the Public Information Officer in 2021 to further publicize STR regulations, explain 
the rules of the STR program, show hosts how to register, and emphasize how 
regulating the STR market is supportive of neighborhoods.  Staff will also meet with 
community groups such as the Berkeley Property Owner’s Association. 
 
Revenue 
 
The table below provides a summary of STR revenues in the first two fiscal years of 
operation.  
 

Short-Term Rental Revenues Summary 

 

Description FY 2019 FY 2020 Difference % change 

Transient Occupancy Tax $1,806,679 $1,175,706 $(630,973) -35% 

Code Enforcement Fees     $24,317    $102,684    $78,367 322% 

Total Revenue  $1,830,996 $1,278,390 $(552,606) -30% 

 
  

 

The STR-Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT) revenues for FY 2020 declined by 
approximately 35%.  The decrease in the FY2020 tax revenue is attributable to a 
substantial decline in STR bookings due to the Governor’s shelter in place order in 
March of 2020.  The first quarter results of FY2021 for the STR revenues showed a 
steeper decline of over 80% when compared to the first quarter of FY 2020.  Staff will 
be reviewing and analyzing the revenues from this tax in the next few weeks after the 

                                            
3 https://www.cityofberkeley.info/str/ ; 
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Planning_and_Development/Land_Use_Division/Short_Term_Rentals_-
_Frequently_Asked_Questions.aspx  
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December month-end close.  The close of December will indicate the actual receipts for 
the first six months of the current fiscal year and will help to determine if there is any 
discernable trend that can be used for future projections. 
 
 
cc: Paul Buddenhagen, Deputy City Manager 

David White, Deputy City Manager 
Jenny Wong, City Auditor 
Mark Numainville, City Clerk 
Matthai Chakko, Assistant to the City Manager 
Jordan Klein, Interim Director, Planning and Development Department 
Henry Oyekanmi, Director, Department of Finance  
Savita Chaudhary, Director, Department of Information Technology 
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