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Cheryl Davila
Councilmember
District 2
ACTION CALENDAR
March 30, 2021
To:

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From:

Councilmember Cheryl Davila

Subject: Recognize the Rights of Nature
RECOMMENDATION
Adopt a resolution to recognize that the natural living world has a right to exist, thrive,
regenerate and evolve its life cycles; to protect the ecosystems upon which our own vitality
depends; and to transform our human relationship with nature from a property-based to a legal
rights-bearing entity.
POLICY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION
On March 3, 2021, the Facilities, Infrastructure, Transportation, Environment & Sustainability
Policy Committee moved to send the item back to Council with the qualified positive
recommendation revising the final resolved clause of the draft resolution to place obligation on
the City and not the residents. Vote: All Ayes
BACKGROUND
Currently, the legal systems are doing very little to protect our ecosystems from the destruction
by economically driven industrialization. In fact, not only is there no regard to the impacts this
will have on future generations, but the degradation of our natural world is often encouraged.
Currently, our laws view nature as human-owned property, confirming human authority over all
of nature. The natural world has no legal standing in a court of law. There needs to be a legal
shift in the way we view our human relationship with the natural world. It is our responsibility to
live respectfully within the natural order of life. We must redraw the boundaries of the economy
taking into consideration the ecological and planetary limits. All rights, including human rights
depend on the health and vitality of Earth’s living systems. Therefore, the needs of nature must
be elevated and protected by legal rights and maintained through life-sustaining systems of
exchange and reciprocity.
Five countries and dozens of US communities have recognized the rights of nature and are
resolving to provide adequate protection for the health of local ecosystems. It is our
responsibility to recognize and respect the rights of the natural world so that we may sustain
and protect our environment, and help secure the well-being of future generations.
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
From the impacts of climate change, to the tar sands of Alberta to mountaintop removal for coal
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extraction, to fracking and the destruction of vast tropical rainforests, we have witnessed the
horrifying damage these negligent practices are imposing on our environment. This resolution
will help provide environmental protection and sustainability.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
There is no limit on the value of the Rights of Nature.

References:
Global Alliance for the Rights of Nature
https://therightsofnature.org/what-is-rights-ofnature/#:~:text=Rights%20of%20Nature%20is%20the%20recognition%20and%20honoring%20t
hat%20Nature%20has%20rights.&text=Rather%20than%20treating%20nature%20as,and%20r
egenerate%20its%20vital%20cycles.
CONTACT PERSONS
Cheryl Davila
Councilmember District 2
510.981.7120
cdavila@cityofberkeley.info
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Resolution
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RESOLUTION NO. ##,###-N.S.
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA,
RECOGNIZING THAT THE NATURAL LIVING WORLD HAS A RIGHT TO EXIST, THRIVE,
REGENERATE AND EVOLVE ITS LIFE CYCLES; TO PROTECT THE ECOSYSTEMS UPON
WHICH OUR OWN VITALITY DEPENDS
WHEREAS, the natural living world has a right to exist, thrive, regenerate and evolve its life
cycles; and
WHEREAS, all rights, including human rights, depend on the health and vitality of Earth’s living
systems; and
WHEREAS, our current laws view nature as human-owned property, confirming human
authority over all of nature; and
WHEREAS, the natural world has no legal standing in a court of law; and
WHEREAS, the current legal systems are doing very little to protect our ecosystems from the
destruction by economically driven industrialization; and
WHEREAS, from the impacts of climate change, to the tar sands of Alberta to mountaintop
removal for coal extraction, to fracking and the destruction of vast tropical rainforests, we have
witnessed the horrifying damage these negligent practices are imposing on our environment;
and
WHEREAS, not only is there no regard to the impacts this will have on future generations, but
the degradation of our natural world is often encouraged; and
WHEREAS, we must redraw the boundaries of the economy taking into consideration the
ecological and planetary limits; and
WHEREAS, there needs to be a legal shift in the way we view our human relationship with the
natural world; and
WHEREAS, we must transform our human relationship with nature from a property-based to a
legal rights-bearing entity; and
WHEREAS, the needs of nature must be elevated and protected by legal rights, and maintained
through life-sustaining systems of exchange and reciprocity; and
WHEREAS, five countries and dozens of US communities have recognized the rights of nature
and are dedicated to providing adequate protection for the health of the local ecosystem; and
WHEREAS, it is our responsibility to recognize and respect the rights of the natural world so
that we may sustain and protect our environment, and help secure the well-being of future
generations.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Berkeley recognizes
the Rights of our local ecosystem to exist, flourish, and regenerate its natural capacities.
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Recognizing these rights places obligations on the City to live within, not above, the natural
world, of which we are only one part, and to protect and replenish the ecosystems upon which
our mutual well being depends. In essence, it is necessary to transform our human relationship
with nature from property-based to a legal rights-bearing entity.

