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Correspondence and Notice of Decision Requests

e Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or committees are public record and will
become part of the City’s electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s
website. Please note: e-mail addresses, names, addresses, and other contact
information are not required, but if included in any communication to a City board,
commission or committee, will become part of the public record. If you do not want
your e-mail address or any other contact information to be made public, you may deliver
communications via U.S. Postal Service or in person to the secretary of the relevant board,
commission or committee. If you do not want your contact information included in the public
record, please do not include that information in your communication. Please contact the
secretary to the relevant board, commission or committee for further information.

e To distribute correspondence to Board members prior to the meeting date -- submit
comments by 12:00 noon, seven (7) days before the meeting. Please provide 15 copies
of any correspondence with more than ten (10) pages or if in color or photographic format.

e Correspondence received by 5:00 p.m. on the Tuesday before the meeting will be posted
on the ZAB web site for review by the Board and public prior to the meeting.
Correspondence received later, and after the meeting, will be posted to the web site
following the meeting.

e Any correspondence received after this deadline will be given to Board members on the
meeting date just prior to the meeting.

o Staff will not deliver to Board members any additional written (or e-mail) materials received
after 12:00 noon on the day of the meeting.

e Members of the public may submit written comments themselves early in the meeting. To
distribute correspondence at the meeting, please provide 15 copies and submit to the
Zoning Adjustments Board Clerk just before or at the beginning of the meeting.

e Written comments, or a request for a Notice of Decision should be directed to the ZAB
Secretary at: Land Use Planning Division (Attn: ZAB Secretary), 2120 Milvia Street,
Berkeley, CA 94704 OR at zab@ci.berkeley.ca.us.

(-%\ Accessibility Information / ADA Disclaimer

This meeting is being held in a wheelchair accessible location. To request a disability-related
accommodation(s) to participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, please
contact the Disability Services specialist at 981-6418 (V) or 981-6437 (TDD) at least three
business days before the meeting date. Please refrain from wearing scented products to this
meeting.

SB 343 Disclaimer

Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the Commission regarding any item on this
agenda will be made available for public inspection at the Permit Service Center, Planning and
Development Department located at 2120 Milvia Street, Berkeley, during regular business
hours.
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Jacob, Melinda

From: Zoning Adjustments Board (ZAB)
Subject: FW: Concern about Condo proposal at 1155 Hearst (attn Greg Powell, ZAB secretary)

From: Alma & Blaze [mailto:woodprins@att.net]

Sent: Tuesday, June 14, 2016 11:46 AM

To: Zoning Adjustments Board (ZAB) <Planningzab@ci.berkeley.ca.us>; Maio, Linda <LMaio@ci.berkeley.ca.us>
Cc: Blaze and Alma <woodprins@att.net>

Subject: Concern about Condo proposal at 1155 Hearst (attn Greg Powell, ZAB secretary)

Dear Zoning Adjustments Board and Councilmember Maio —

I’'m writing to express my concerns about a proposed development at 1145-57 Hearst Avenue (zoning permit #ZP2016-
0028). As a member of this neighborhood, | hope that the ZAB and the City Council consider the rights and wishes of
those who live here as you consider zoning changes and new developments. I'm particularly concerned about this
project because of its height — 35 feet being much higher than other buildings in this area — and because of the
increase in density, not just in these blocks but in the surrounding neighborhood. There are already two large
developments in the works within a half mile in either direction on San Pablo — one at Jones with 170 units and one
proposed at Addison with 91 units. | understand the need for more housing and | hope that all these nearby
developments will be considered when you consider a density bonuses at Hearst. | don’t think our neighborhood can
handle much more density without it starting to be extremely congested. It’s already hard to park on Curtis Street on
the weekends, and with that many more units already in the works, | expect parking will become an even bigger
challenge, which is a safety concern for elderly and physically challenged residents. In addition, on Hearst, there are
already serious issues with flooding due to the historic creek under the area. | don’t think the studies done to date
consider the environmental impact as much as they need to. |love my Berkeley neighborhood — and | hope that
whatever is built at the Hearst lot maintains the current residential neighborhood's character and quality.

Thank you for your consideration

Blaze Woodlief
1812 Curtis Street
510 558 1568
woodprins@att.net
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Template Letter (suggested) to ZAB and Councilmember Linda Maio

(See reverse for addresses) RECEIVED

JUN 10 2016

I am writing [to oppose; to voice my concerns about] the proposed condo develb%ﬁwgnpzﬁl‘iﬁl%%m'ﬂa
Hearst Avenue, zoning application permit # ZP2016-0028, Hearst Avenue Cottages. There are many
issues that [need clarification; are unacceptable]. Among them:
Displacement of existing long-term tenants in subsidized housing
35 foot roof height in a neighborhood of one and two story homes
- High density impacting noise, privacy, and neighborhood parking

Grave safety concerns for our elderly and physically challenged neighbors caused by
anticipated parking difficulties

+  Shadows that potentially jeopardize neighbors' solar rights (existing shadow study insufficient)

Insufficient studies to consider environmental impact on historic creek, flooding, and draining
issues

When reviewing this plan, please consider the rights and wishes of existing neighborhood residents,
many of whom have lived here for more than two decades and take great pride in having created a
stable, tight-knit community. We have seen many changes over the years, and we seek to ensure that
any future changes bring only positive results.
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Template Letter (suggested) to ZAB and Councilmember Linda Maio

(See reverse for addresses)

| am writing [to oppose; to voice my concerns about] the proposed condo development at 1145-57
Hearst Avenue, zoning application permit # ZP2016-0028, Hearst Avenue Cottages. There are many
issues that [need clarification; are unacceptable]. Among them:

Displacement of existing long-term tenants in subsidized housing
35 foot roof height in a neighborhood of one and two story homes

High density impacting noise, privacy, and neighborhood parking

Grave safety concerns for our elderly and physically challenged neighbors caused by
anticipated parking difficulties

Shadows that potentially jeopardize neighbors' solar rights (existing shadow study insufficient)
Insufficient studies to consider environmental impact on historic creek, flooding, and draining

issues

When reviewing this plan, please consider the rights and wishes of existing neighborhood residents,
many of whom have lived here for more than two decades and take great pride in having created a
stable, tight-knit community. We have seen many changes over the years, and we seek to ensure that
any future changes bring only positive results.
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Leslie Mendez
Associate Planner
Planning Use and Development Department

City of Berkeley RECEIVED
2120 Milvia Street
Berkeley, CA 94704 JUN 07 2016
Re: Use permit #ZP2016-0028
1155-1173 Hearst Ave. LAND USE PLANNING
Good Day,

| am writing with deep concern for the proposed development referenced above. | live at
1195 Hearst and have lived here since 1989. There are many concerns you may be aware of
including water issues, density, parking, loss of light and the over all height of the project.

Years back, our neighborhood was faced with development of this space and we successfully
illustrated how the proposed project was out of character with our residential neighborhood
street, and the project never went forward. Now we are facing this same battle and are joining
forces again. A development like this does not belong in a neighborhood, but on a main street
such as University or San Pablo.

It occurred to me that there is another reason, maybe not of the same weight as the
others, but a concern just the same. | am the pastry chef at Chez Panisse, and began my
career there in 1981. At that time, the lot behind 1155 Hearst (the single family house) was
used as one of (if not the) first gardens to provide the restaurant with lettuces, herbs and a small
amount of produce. This garden holds a significant place in the history of the restaurant and the
beginnings of the now nationally recognized slow food movement, the Edible School Yard
Project and the idea of locally sourced foods. This has transformed the way we approach
eating, stewardship of the land and sustainability. It would be heartbreaking to see this garden
paved over to accommodate a dense lot of 18 units that would deprive the neighborhood of the
greenery, the restorative sounds of birds and animals that currently make this site an oasis for
all around it. My neighbors along Curtis street will be profoundly impacted by this development
in this way as well. They have always enjoyed their back yards backing up to this natural and
beautiful garden and we must be careful and thoughtful about eliminating these rare spaces.
Once we plow them under and build on them, we can never have it back....ever. Im my mind,
this short sighted and morally improper. People need these spaces to feel connected, peaceful
and part of the natural world. We give up quality of life when we elect to eliminate these
spaces...a high price to pay.

Please consider this as you are evaluating the project further. Thank you for you time. |
am happy to continue the discussion and feel free to contact me at any time.

Very Sincerely,

Mary Jo Thoresen
1195 Hearst Ave.

Berkeley, CA
mthoresen @sonic.net

cc: Linda Maio
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Jacob, Melinda

From: Zoning Adjustments Board (ZAB)
Subject: FW: proposed condo development on Hearst

From: Norma Torres [mailto:normality.not@gmail.com]

Sent: Friday, June 03, 2016 8:39 PM

To: Zoning Adjustments Board (ZAB) <Planningzab@ci.berkeley.ca.us>; Maio, Linda <LMaio@ci.berkeley.ca.us>
Subject: proposed condo development on Hearst

I am writing to express my concerns about the proposed condo development at 1145-57 Hearst avenue, zoning
application permit #2P2016-0028, Hearst Avenue Cottages.

I live in the neighborhood and I am concerned about the displacement of the tenants that live in rent-controlled
apartments located on that property. They don’t know what will happen to their housing, and in this market,
what will happen to them. Since these are condos that are being proposed, does that mean we will be losing
those units from the Berkeley rent-controlled housing stock? This is shameful and greedy.

The planned development also brings in high density housing into a portion of the neighborhood with narrow
streets, dim lighting, traffic and parking problems, and not to mention the crime and homicide problems that we
are already struggling with. We have existing apartment buildings but they are closer to the major streets and
are appropriately built for the number of units they contain. The proposed development appears to squish as
many units as it can, regardless of livability for the tenants or neighbors. This is not good planning.

I also understand there are issues about the streams that run underground and that occasionally produce wet
trails on the sidewalks and roadways. Are environmental studies being done to assess the effect of high density
housing to that area? Will the streams have an effect on the building and its maintenance? Yes, the balcony
crash of the Library Gardens does come to mind. We need to ensure these developers don’t just build, sell, and
walk away with their money leaving others to deal with shoddy construction and worse, death.

Please take the thoughts and concerns of the neighborhood residents into consideration. This is a very nice
welcoming community with a blend of owners and renters. We look out for each other and for the
neighborhood. Please don’t let greedy developers ruin a lovely neighborhood. And please don’t diminish the
stock of rent-controlled apartments in Berkeley. People’s homes are at stake. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Norma Torres

1930 Curtis St, #6
Berkeley 94702
normality.not@ gmail.com
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Mendez, Leslie

From: Zoning Adjustments Board (ZAB)
Sent: Thursday, May 26, 2016 8:43 AM
To: 'teal major’

Cc: Mendez, Leslie

Subject: RE: 1155 Hearst

From: teal major [mailto:tealmajor@gmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, May 25, 2016 1:40 PM

To: Maio, Linda <LMaio@ci.berkeley.ca.us>; Zoning Adjustments Board (ZAB) <Planningzab@ci.berkeley.ca.us>; Moore,
Darryl <DMoore@ci.berkeley.ca.us>

Subject: 1155 Hearst

May 25, 2016
Regarding the proposed building project at 1155 Hearst ZP2016-0028

To whom it concerns,
| am writing to express my opposition to the proposed project as it is currently planned. This project is massively over sized for the
neighborhood. 3 story buildings are planned to be build between existing one story single family and 2 story multi family properties.

Because of the proposed height the Curtis Street houses will be in complete shadow at 6:30 pm on June 21st and at 3:30 on December 21st.
This is according to the builders own shadow studies. In this neighborhood our backyards are where we spend the majority of our time when we
are home. It is completely unacceptable for anyones yard to be thrust into shadow when there is 3 more hours of day light.

This is not a transient neighborhood. The vast majority of us have been living here since the early 1990’s. As we age we are planning to stay in
this neighborhood. Obviously parking is limited. We are now parking a block from our homes. Although many people don’t get to park in front of
their homes the thing to remember is that until the very recent past we could. Several of the homeowners are now renting rooms through Air
BnB to make ends meet. This brings cars. There are multiple 2 bedroom houses on my block with 3 cars. The proposed project on Hearst Ave
will bring 18 two and three bedroom units with only 18 parking spaces. Where will the additional 18-36 cars park? We all know that public
transportation is lacking in Berkeley and people will have a car.

Curtis and Hearst is already a difficult intersection to navigate. It is off set and impatient drivers threaten pedestrians every single day. More
cars plus more pedestrians is dangerous combination.

10 years ago a project was voted down on this same property. It was deemed detrimental to the character of the neighborhood. A larger version
of the project is logically more detrimental.

With the vast amount of high density housing being build on University and San Pablo it is the cities responsibility to protect the neighborhoods
as much as possible. This is the exact type of project that should be scaled back. It is in a residential neighborhood already declared by the City
of Berkeley as historic and worth protecting.

Please don’t be short sited and let this large project be built. The reason this neighborhood is a gem is because we are one block from
University and San Pablo and we are fortunate enough to live in a garden setting. We all look out onto trees and gardens, birds, butterflies,
critters. It is magical here. The impact of this project will literally destroy what we have. | have owned my home since 1994. Why would it be
acceptable for investors from North Carolina and greedy developers get to destroy it? It is the responsibility of the City of Berkeley to protect
those of us that have dedicated decades of our lives to making this a livable place.

Thank you,

Teal Major

1814 Curtis Street

510-527-9141 tealmajor@gmail.com

Teal





