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Office of the City Manager

CONSENT CALENDAR
February 9, 2016
To:

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From:

Dee Williams-Ridley, Interim City Manager

Submitted by: Kelly Wallace, Acting Director, Health Housing & Community Services
Department
Subject:

Amending the Relocation Ordinance, Chapter 13.84 of the Berkeley
Municipal Code

RECOMMENDATION
Adopt first reading of an Ordinance amending the Relocation Ordinance, Berkeley
Municipal Code Chapter 13.84, to add clarifying language to Section 13.84.020.C to
define “Natural Disaster”; Section 13.84.070.A to include households specified in
Section 13.84.040.B; and Section 13.84.070.O to address tenants with renter’s
insurance.
FISCAL IMPACTS OF RECOMMENDATION
The proposed amendments do not result in a fiscal impact for the City. It is the
obligation of the property owner and not the City to provide relocation payments to
tenants. If a property owner fails to provide the payments, the City may opt to, but is not
required to, make the relocation payments to the tenants and reclaim the amount from
the property owner.
CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS
The Relocation Ordinance requires property owners to provide certain protections and
compensation for tenants who are temporarily displaced due to repairs needed to bring
their unit into code compliance. However, a recent large fire that displaced 24 tenant
households revealed a need to clarify language in the ordinance for situations in which
the relocation is an unplanned emergency. Changes are proposed for the following
sections of the ordinance:
1. Section 13.84.020.C is simplified and revised to omit confusing language from
the definition of a Natural Disaster to ensure that not all fires would be construed
as natural disasters and that some would be covered under the Ordinance;
2. Section 13.84.070.A is revised to ensure that households relocated due to an
emergency such as a fire are also eligible for relocation and other payments; and
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3. Section 13.84.070.O added to clarify that tenants who have insurance that
covers the cost of relocation would deduct the insurance coverage from the
amount owed by the landlord.
BACKGROUND
Chapter 13.84 of the Berkeley Municipal Code, the Relocation Ordinance, was originally
adopted in April of 1986 to provide protections and relocation benefits for tenant
households who are temporarily displaced due to code enforcement action. Since its
adoption, the Relocation Ordinance has been amended several times to clarify or
expand the provisions of the ordinance. The most recent amendment to the ordinance
occurred in October of 2011 to include a provision in Section 13.894.070 that the
specific amounts for the various components of the relocation payments are to be
updated and authorized by Council Resolution.
On November 22, 2015, a fire occurred at 2449 Dwight Way displacing 24 tenant
households. The tenants’ immediate housing needs were met by the Red Cross,
however, their future housing remained uncertain. The landlord and tenants were
counseled by City and Rent Board staff that the Relocation Ordinance applied, but
many were unclear about how the Relocation Ordinance would be applied to their
unique and varied relocation needs.
On December 7, 2015, a meeting was held with the landlord and tenants of 2449
Dwight Way, along with Rent Board and City staff. The Relocation Ordinance was
thoroughly reviewed by all present and the meeting ended with a mutual understanding
on how the Relocation Ordinance would be applied. However, it was apparent that
clarifying language in the ordinance should be added in order to make it easier to
implement in the future.
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
There are no identifiable environmental effects or opportunities associated with the
subject of this report.
RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION
The proposed amendment clarifies definitions and provisions that will ameliorate the
implementation of the Relocation Ordinance.
ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED
None
CONTACT PERSON
Raquel Molina, Associate Management Analyst, HHCS Dept., 981-5400
Attachments:
1: Ordinance With proposed changes – track changes
2: Ordinance - Clean copy
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ORDINANCE NO.

-N.S.

AMENDING THE RELOCATION ORDINANCE, BERKELEY MUNICIPAL CODE
CHAPTER 13.84, TO ADD CLARIFYING LANGUAGE TO SECTION 13.84.020.C TO
DEFINE “NATURAL DISASTER”; SECTION 13.84.070.A TO INCLUDE HOUSEHOLDS
SPECIFIED IN SECTION 13.84.040.B; AND SECTION 13.84.070.O TO ADDRESS
TENANTS WITH RENTER’S INSURANCE.
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Berkeley as follows:
Section 1. That Berkeley Municipal Code Section 13.84.020 is amended to read as
follows:
Section 13.84.020 Definitions.
A. “Code enforcement” or “code enforcement activity” means an activity or activities
initiated by the City to require an owner to bring the property into compliance with
applicable laws including, but not limited to, actions by the Building Official or Fire
Marshal after a fire ordering relocation.
B. “Household” or “tenant household” for purposes of this chapter means one or
more individuals entitled to the occupancy of a rental unit or room who share living
expenses.
C. “Natural disaster” means any natural event or force of nature that is not caused
by human action or inaction which results in death, injuries and/or damage to property,
such as, but not limited to, an earthquake, flood, or forest fire.
D. “Owner” means a person, persons, corporation, partnership or any other entity
possessing ownership of a property individually, jointly, in common or in any other
manner or his or her agent or assignee.
E. “Relocate” or “relocation” means the required vacating of a residential unit or
room by a tenant household and the moving temporarily into another unit or room as a
result of repairs required to bring the building or a portion thereof which contains a
residential unit or room occupied by the tenant household into code compliance whether
such repairs are undertaken because of code enforcement or through voluntary code
compliance as defined below.
F. “Residential unit” or “unit” means a building or portion of a building designed for,
or occupied exclusively by, one or more persons living as a household.
G. “Room” means a room in a hotel or boarding house or a rented room in a private
dwelling occupied by a tenant household for at least thirty (30) consecutive days.
H. “Voluntary code compliance” means actions voluntarily initiated by an owner to
achieve compliance with applicable laws including, but not limited to, fumigation, as well
as to seismically retrofit a building on the inventory of potentially hazardous soft story
buildings established under Chapter 19.39 so as to remove it from such inventory under
Section 19.39.080.B if such retrofit is required by the City.
Section 2. That Berkeley Municipal Code Section 13.84.070 is amended to read as
follows:
Section 13.84.070 Relocation and other payments.

A. Households to be relocated for twenty-nine (29) consecutive days or less,
including households covered under section 13.84.040.B, shall be entitled to the
following relocation payments:
1. A per diem payment to compensate for hotel or motel accommodations and
meals. Such payment amount shall be established by City Council resolution and be
based upon tenant household size.
2. Reimbursement for daily boarding costs for pets lawfully occupying the unit or
room from which the tenant household was relocated at the date of relocation if the
tenant household’s temporary accommodation does not accept pets. The tenant
household shall receive reimbursement for reasonable boarding costs. The maximum
reimbursement rate shall be established by City Council resolution. The tenant
household must provide proof of the actual boarding costs incurred in order to receive
reimbursement from the owner. For purposes of this section, “pets” shall exclude any
pet that is customarily kept in an enclosure such as a cage, terrarium or aquarium, and
the number of pets lawfully occupying a unit or room shall be the number specifically
permitted by written agreement.
3. The initial relocation payment shall be due within ten (10) days of the owner’s
receipt of the tenant household’s request for relocation payment. If the period of
relocation is less than ten (10) days, the initial relocation payment shall include the per
diem payment for the full period. If the period of relocation exceeds ten (10) days, the
initial relocation payment shall include either:
a. A lump sum per diem payment for the full period of relocation; or
b. The per diem payment for a minimum of ten (10) days, with subsequent payment
contingent upon verification of hotel costs incurred by the tenant household. Such
payments are due to the tenant household immediately upon owner’s receipt of
documentation verifying the household’s expenses. If the tenant household does not
incur hotel costs, it is only entitled to receive a meal allowance for each member of the
household during the remaining period of relocation.
B. Households to be relocated for a period of thirty (30) consecutive days or longer
shall be entitled to relocation payments that include all of the following:
1. A one-time dislocation allowance to help defray incidental relocation expenses.
The amount of the dislocation allowance shall be established by City Council resolution.
2. The household’s choice of reimbursement for actual moving and storage
expenses or a fixed payment, subject to the following requirements:
a. If a fixed payment is chosen, no documentation of expenses is necessary. The
amount of the fixed payments shall be established by City Council resolution.
b. Reimbursement for actual documented moving and storage expenses shall
include both moving costs to the replacement unit(s) and moving costs back to the
original unit. Moving costs shall consist of actual reasonable costs of moving, including
transportation of personal property, packing and unpacking, insurance of personal
property while in transit, compensation for any damage occurring during moving,
storage of personal property, disconnection and reconnection of utility services and any
additional reasonable costs associated with the required moving. Payments for a oneway move shall not exceed rates established in the fixed residential moving cost
schedule approved by the Federal Highway Administration and published in the federal
register on a periodic basis.
3. If the rental costs incurred by the tenant household during the period of relocation
exceed the amount of rent being paid on the unit or room to be vacated, the household
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shall be eligible for a rent differential payment. The rent differential payment shall be
equal to the difference between the rent paid on the unit or room to be vacated and the
rent paid for a unit or room temporarily leased during the period of relocation, with the
following restrictions:
a. The rent differential payment shall not exceed a ceiling established annually by
the City based on the average market rent statistics gathered and published by the rent
stabilization program for the prior calendar year.
b. The ceiling for the rent differential payment shall be based on the bedroom size of
the unit or room to be vacated, with the exception of payments for relocation from rooms
which shall be calculated on the same basis as payment for relocation from a studio
apartment.
c. The rent differential payment for a tenant household receiving a rental subsidy
shall be based on the amount of rent paid by the tenant household for the unit or room
leased by the tenant household during the period of relocation. The owner may
coordinate with the entity providing the subsidy to assure the continuity of the rental
subsidies during the period of relocation.
4. Reimbursement for the documented utility cost(s) that the tenant household incurs
in their replacement housing, if the owner had been paying that particular utility cost for
the vacated unit or room.
C. The initial relocation payment pursuant to subsection B of this section shall be
due within ten (10) days of the owner’s receipt of the tenant household’s request for
relocation payment, and shall include:
1. The dislocation allowance;
2. Either the fixed payment for moving and storage costs if applicable, or payment
for moving costs based on a reasonable estimate from a qualified professional mover;
3. The rent differential payment for one month or, if the relocation is anticipated to
exceed ninety (90) days, then the initial payment shall include the rent differential
payment for the first three-month period.
D. Subsequent payments for rent differential, utilities and storage costs pursuant to
subsections B.2.b through B.4 of this section, when applicable, shall be made on a
monthly basis thereafter. Such payments shall be made at least seven days in advance
of when the tenant household’s monthly rental payment is due. Instead of monthly
payments the owner may make one lump sum payment for the full amount due for the
rent differential payments to the tenant household. If the tenant household qualifies for
reimbursement for monthly storage or utilities costs, these payments continue on a
monthly basis or upon receipt by the owner of documentation that verifies the
household’s expenses.
E. Payments pursuant to subsections B.2.b through B.4 of this section, when
applicable, shall continue until such time that the unit from which the tenant household
was relocated is available for occupancy or the tenant household has notified the owner
of their intent to permanently vacate the unit.
F. If the tenant household has not been offered the opportunity to reoccupy the unit
from which it relocated within six months from the date of their relocation, the tenant
household shall be entitled to receive an additional dislocation allowance payment. The
tenant household must provide written request for the additional dislocation payment to
the owner which includes confirmation of their intent to reoccupy the unit. Such payment
is due within ten (10) days after receipt of the tenant household’s request. Acceptance
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of such payment does not constitute a tenant household’s relinquishment of any
tenancy rights.
G. 1. In lieu of the per diem payments in subsection A of this section, or rent
differential and utility payments in subsections B.3 and B.4 of this section, the owner
may offer an alternate rental unit or room to the tenant household that is comparable to
the unit or room being vacated and is owned by the owner. The amount of rent paid by
the household for such unit or room shall not exceed the rent being paid on the unit or
room from which the tenant household relocated. If the tenant household accepts the
owner’s offer, the tenant household does not relinquish its right to reoccupy the unit or
room from which it is being relocated unless the tenant household provides written
notice surrendering possession of the unit or room. A tenant household that accepts an
alternate unit or room is entitled to receive the dislocation allowance in subsection B.1
of this section and compensation for moving and storage costs if applicable as provided
in subsection B.2 of this section.
2. If the tenant household does not timely notify the owner of its intent to reoccupy
the unit or room under Section 13.84.090 and seeks to remain in its alternate unit, it
thereby surrenders its right to reoccupy the unit or room from which it has relocated and
terminates its tenancy of that unit or room, and the rent for the alternate unit or room
shall not be limited by this chapter and may be increased to an amount otherwise
permissible by Chapter 13.76. Nothing in this section limits the owner’s right to evict a
tenant household pursuant to Section 13.76.130.A.11
H. A tenant household that is relocated for thirty (30) days or more shall not be
responsible for any rent due on the unit or room from which it was relocated during the
period of relocation and failure to pay rent during this period shall not constitute
relinquishment of tenancy rights.
I. The owner and tenant household may mutually agree upon temporary housing and
relocation payments other than that provided by this chapter. Such agreement shall be
in writing and signed by both the owner and tenant household with a copy provided to
the City’s Housing and Community Services Department.
J. If a tenant household’s actual relocation period is shorter than the period for
which the owner has paid, the tenant household must repay the overpaid amount to the
owner within thirty (30) days of receiving written notice from the owner of the
overpayment. If the tenant household has incurred a financial obligation to pay rent,
utilities, or storage costs during the remaining period of their relocation, these costs may
be deducted from the amount to be repaid to the owner, subject to the provisions of
subsection B of this section.
K. All payments to tenant households under this chapter shall be made to those
persons in the tenant household from whom the owner has received rental payments
during the immediately preceding rental period, in the same proportion in which such
payments were made. The owner shall have no liability or other obligation with respect
to further division or allocation of such payments among the members of the tenant
household. Nothing in this section shall be construed to affect the determination of the
actual number of tenants in the tenant household for purposes of Chapter 13.76.
L. The size of a tenant household shall be determined based on the number of
individuals entitled to occupy the unit or room at the time a determination of the Building
Official is served under Section 13.84.050 or a notice of temporary relocation is served
under Section 13.84.060.C.
M. Upon receipt of the full relocation payment under this chapter and a notice of
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temporary relocation, the tenant household shall relocate within thirty (30) calendar
days. Failure to relocate pursuant to such notice may entitle the landlord to issue a
notice to vacate and be a basis for good cause eviction pursuant to Section
13.76.130.a.7.a.
N. The City Council shall by resolution adopt a reasonable reimbursement rate for
the following based upon surveys of prevailing costs for services, subject to limitations
set forth in this chapter and any additional limitations set forth in the resolution:
1. Per diem rates for hotel accommodations and meal allowance pursuant to
subsections A.1 and A.3 of this section;
2. Maximum boarding costs for pets pursuant to subsection A.2 of this section;
3. Dislocation allowance pursuant to subsections B.1 and F of this section;
4. Fixed payments for moving and storage pursuant to subsection B.2 of this
section.
O. Tenants are entitled to relocation payments under this chapter to the extent that
relocation payments are not covered by the tenant’s insurance.
Section 3. Copies of this Ordinance shall be posted for two days prior to adoption in the
display case located near the walkway in front of Council Chambers, 2134 Martin Luther
King Jr. Way. Within 15 days of adoption, copies of this Ordinance shall be filed at each
branch of the Berkeley Public Library and the title shall be published in a newspaper of
general circulation.
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Attachment 2
ORDINANCE NO.

-N.S.

AMENDING THE RELOCATION ORDINANCE, BERKELEY MUNICIPAL CODE
CHAPTER 13.84, TO ADD CLARIFYING LANGUAGE TO SECTION 13.84.020.C TO
DEFINE “NATURAL DISASTER”; SECTION 13.84.070.A TO INCLUDE HOUSEHOLDS
SPECIFIED IN SECTION 13.84.040.B; AND SECTION 13.84.070.O TO ADDRESS
TENANTS WITH RENTER’S INSURANCE.
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Berkeley as follows:
Section 1. That Berkeley Municipal Code Section 13.84.020 is amended to read as
follows:
Section 13.84.020 Definitions.
A. “Code enforcement” or “code enforcement activity” means an activity or activities
initiated by the City to require an owner to bring the property into compliance with
applicable laws including, but not limited to, actions by the Building Official or Fire
Marshal after a fire ordering relocation.
B. “Household” or “tenant household” for purposes of this chapter means one or
more individuals entitled to the occupancy of a rental unit or room who share living
expenses.
C. “Natural disaster” means any natural event which results in damage to property,
such as, but not limited to, an earthquake, flood, or forest fire.
D. “Owner” means a person, persons, corporation, partnership or any other entity
possessing ownership of a property individually, jointly, in common or in any other
manner or his or her agent or assignee.
E. “Relocate” or “relocation” means the required vacating of a residential unit or
room by a tenant household and the moving temporarily into another unit or room as a
result of repairs required to bring the building or a portion thereof which contains a
residential unit or room occupied by the tenant household into code compliance whether
such repairs are undertaken because of code enforcement or through voluntary code
compliance as defined below.
F. “Residential unit” or “unit” means a building or portion of a building designed for,
or occupied exclusively by, one or more persons living as a household.
G. “Room” means a room in a hotel or boarding house or a rented room in a private
dwelling occupied by a tenant household for at least thirty (30) consecutive days.
H. “Voluntary code compliance” means actions voluntarily initiated by an owner to
achieve compliance with applicable laws including, but not limited to, fumigation, as well
as to seismically retrofit a building on the inventory of potentially hazardous soft story
buildings established under Chapter 19.39 so as to remove it from such inventory under
Section 19.39.080.B if such retrofit is required by the City.
Section 2. That Berkeley Municipal Code Section 13.84.070 is amended to read as
follows:
Section 13.84.070 Relocation and other payments.
A. Households to be relocated for twenty-nine (29) consecutive days or less,

including households covered under section 13.84.040.B, shall be entitled to the
following relocation payments:
4. A per diem payment to compensate for hotel or motel accommodations and
meals. Such payment amount shall be established by City Council resolution and be
based upon tenant household size.
5. Reimbursement for daily boarding costs for pets lawfully occupying the unit or
room from which the tenant household was relocated at the date of relocation if the
tenant household’s temporary accommodation does not accept pets. The tenant
household shall receive reimbursement for reasonable boarding costs. The maximum
reimbursement rate shall be established by City Council resolution. The tenant
household must provide proof of the actual boarding costs incurred in order to receive
reimbursement from the owner. For purposes of this section, “pets” shall exclude any
pet that is customarily kept in an enclosure such as a cage, terrarium or aquarium, and
the number of pets lawfully occupying a unit or room shall be the number specifically
permitted by written agreement.
6. The initial relocation payment shall be due within ten (10) days of the owner’s
receipt of the tenant household’s request for relocation payment. If the period of
relocation is less than ten (10) days, the initial relocation payment shall include the per
diem payment for the full period. If the period of relocation exceeds ten (10) days, the
initial relocation payment shall include either:
a. A lump sum per diem payment for the full period of relocation; or
b. The per diem payment for a minimum of ten (10) days, with subsequent payment
contingent upon verification of hotel costs incurred by the tenant household. Such
payments are due to the tenant household immediately upon owner’s receipt of
documentation verifying the household’s expenses. If the tenant household does not
incur hotel costs, it is only entitled to receive a meal allowance for each member of the
household during the remaining period of relocation.
B. Households to be relocated for a period of thirty (30) consecutive days or longer
shall be entitled to relocation payments that include all of the following:
3. A one-time dislocation allowance to help defray incidental relocation expenses.
The amount of the dislocation allowance shall be established by City Council resolution.
4. The household’s choice of reimbursement for actual moving and storage
expenses or a fixed payment, subject to the following requirements:
a. If a fixed payment is chosen, no documentation of expenses is necessary. The
amount of the fixed payments shall be established by City Council resolution.
b. Reimbursement for actual documented moving and storage expenses shall
include both moving costs to the replacement unit(s) and moving costs back to the
original unit. Moving costs shall consist of actual reasonable costs of moving, including
transportation of personal property, packing and unpacking, insurance of personal
property while in transit, compensation for any damage occurring during moving,
storage of personal property, disconnection and reconnection of utility services and any
additional reasonable costs associated with the required moving. Payments for a oneway move shall not exceed rates established in the fixed residential moving cost
schedule approved by the Federal Highway Administration and published in the federal
register on a periodic basis.
3. If the rental costs incurred by the tenant household during the period of relocation
exceed the amount of rent being paid on the unit or room to be vacated, the household
shall be eligible for a rent differential payment. The rent differential payment shall be
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equal to the difference between the rent paid on the unit or room to be vacated and the
rent paid for a unit or room temporarily leased during the period of relocation, with the
following restrictions:
a. The rent differential payment shall not exceed a ceiling established annually by
the City based on the average market rent statistics gathered and published by the rent
stabilization program for the prior calendar year.
b. The ceiling for the rent differential payment shall be based on the bedroom size of
the unit or room to be vacated, with the exception of payments for relocation from rooms
which shall be calculated on the same basis as payment for relocation from a studio
apartment.
c. The rent differential payment for a tenant household receiving a rental subsidy
shall be based on the amount of rent paid by the tenant household for the unit or room
leased by the tenant household during the period of relocation. The owner may
coordinate with the entity providing the subsidy to assure the continuity of the rental
subsidies during the period of relocation.
4. Reimbursement for the documented utility cost(s) that the tenant household incurs
in their replacement housing, if the owner had been paying that particular utility cost for
the vacated unit or room.
C. The initial relocation payment pursuant to subsection B of this section shall be
due within ten (10) days of the owner’s receipt of the tenant household’s request for
relocation payment, and shall include:
1. The dislocation allowance;
2. Either the fixed payment for moving and storage costs if applicable, or payment
for moving costs based on a reasonable estimate from a qualified professional mover;
3. The rent differential payment for one month or, if the relocation is anticipated to
exceed ninety (90) days, then the initial payment shall include the rent differential
payment for the first three-month period.
D. Subsequent payments for rent differential, utilities and storage costs pursuant to
subsections B.2.b through B.4 of this section, when applicable, shall be made on a
monthly basis thereafter. Such payments shall be made at least seven days in advance
of when the tenant household’s monthly rental payment is due. Instead of monthly
payments the owner may make one lump sum payment for the full amount due for the
rent differential payments to the tenant household. If the tenant household qualifies for
reimbursement for monthly storage or utilities costs, these payments continue on a
monthly basis or upon receipt by the owner of documentation that verifies the
household’s expenses.
E. Payments pursuant to subsections B.2.b through B.4 of this section, when
applicable, shall continue until such time that the unit from which the tenant household
was relocated is available for occupancy or the tenant household has notified the owner
of their intent to permanently vacate the unit.
F. If the tenant household has not been offered the opportunity to reoccupy the unit
from which it relocated within six months from the date of their relocation, the tenant
household shall be entitled to receive an additional dislocation allowance payment. The
tenant household must provide written request for the additional dislocation payment to
the owner which includes confirmation of their intent to reoccupy the unit. Such payment
is due within ten (10) days after receipt of the tenant household’s request. Acceptance
of such payment does not constitute a tenant household’s relinquishment of any
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tenancy rights.
G. 1. In lieu of the per diem payments in subsection A of this section, or rent
differential and utility payments in subsections B.3 and B.4 of this section, the owner
may offer an alternate rental unit or room to the tenant household that is comparable to
the unit or room being vacated and is owned by the owner. The amount of rent paid by
the household for such unit or room shall not exceed the rent being paid on the unit or
room from which the tenant household relocated. If the tenant household accepts the
owner’s offer, the tenant household does not relinquish its right to reoccupy the unit or
room from which it is being relocated unless the tenant household provides written
notice surrendering possession of the unit or room. A tenant household that accepts an
alternate unit or room is entitled to receive the dislocation allowance in subsection B.1
of this section and compensation for moving and storage costs if applicable as provided
in subsection B.2 of this section.
2. If the tenant household does not timely notify the owner of its intent to reoccupy
the unit or room under Section 13.84.090 and seeks to remain in its alternate unit, it
thereby surrenders its right to reoccupy the unit or room from which it has relocated and
terminates its tenancy of that unit or room, and the rent for the alternate unit or room
shall not be limited by this chapter and may be increased to an amount otherwise
permissible by Chapter 13.76. Nothing in this section limits the owner’s right to evict a
tenant household pursuant to Section 13.76.130.A.11
H. A tenant household that is relocated for thirty (30) days or more shall not be
responsible for any rent due on the unit or room from which it was relocated during the
period of relocation and failure to pay rent during this period shall not constitute
relinquishment of tenancy rights.
I. The owner and tenant household may mutually agree upon temporary housing and
relocation payments other than that provided by this chapter. Such agreement shall be
in writing and signed by both the owner and tenant household with a copy provided to
the City’s Housing and Community Services Department.
O. If a tenant household’s actual relocation period is shorter than the period for
which the owner has paid, the tenant household must repay the overpaid amount to the
owner within thirty (30) days of receiving written notice from the owner of the
overpayment. If the tenant household has incurred a financial obligation to pay rent,
utilities, or storage costs during the remaining period of their relocation, these costs may
be deducted from the amount to be repaid to the owner, subject to the provisions of
subsection B of this section.
P. All payments to tenant households under this chapter shall be made to those
persons in the tenant household from whom the owner has received rental payments
during the immediately preceding rental period, in the same proportion in which such
payments were made. The owner shall have no liability or other obligation with respect
to further division or allocation of such payments among the members of the tenant
household. Nothing in this section shall be construed to affect the determination of the
actual number of tenants in the tenant household for purposes of Chapter 13.76.
Q. The size of a tenant household shall be determined based on the number of
individuals entitled to occupy the unit or room at the time a determination of the Building
Official is served under Section 13.84.050 or a notice of temporary relocation is served
under Section 13.84.060.C.
R. Upon receipt of the full relocation payment under this chapter and a notice of
temporary relocation, the tenant household shall relocate within thirty (30) calendar
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days. Failure to relocate pursuant to such notice may entitle the landlord to issue a
notice to vacate and be a basis for good cause eviction pursuant to Section
13.76.130.a.7.a.
S. The City Council shall by resolution adopt a reasonable reimbursement rate for
the following based upon surveys of prevailing costs for services, subject to limitations
set forth in this chapter and any additional limitations set forth in the resolution:
5. Per diem rates for hotel accommodations and meal allowance pursuant to
subsections A.1 and A.3 of this section;
6. Maximum boarding costs for pets pursuant to subsection A.2 of this section;
7. Dislocation allowance pursuant to subsections B.1 and F of this section;
8. Fixed payments for moving and storage pursuant to subsection B.2 of this
section.
O. Tenants are entitled to relocation payments under this chapter to the extent that
relocation payments are not covered by the tenant’s insurance.
Section 3. Copies of this Ordinance shall be posted for two days prior to adoption in the
display case located near the walkway in front of Council Chambers, 2134 Martin Luther
King Jr. Way. Within 15 days of adoption, copies of this Ordinance shall be filed at each
branch of the Berkeley Public Library and the title shall be published in a newspaper of
general circulation.
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