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Kriss Worthington
Councilmember, City of Berkeley, District 7
2180 Milvia Street, 5th Floor, Berkeley, CA 94704
PHONE 510-981-7170 FAX 510-981-7177 kworthington@ci.berkeley.ca.us

CONSENT CALENDAR
March 11, 2014
To:
From:

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council
Councilmember Kriss Worthington

Subject:

City Manager, Zero Waste Commission, and Community Environmental
Advisory Commission Referral: Gas Pump Warning Labels

RECOMMENDATION
Refer to the City Manager, Zero Waste Commission, and Community Environmental
Advisory Commission to create an ordinance that requires climate-conscious warning
labels be posted on gas pumps.
BACKGROUND
The purpose of a global warming warning label on the gas pump may be comparable to
the purpose of the surgeon general’s warning on a pack of cigarettes. Consumers of
both gas and cigarettes are reminded every time they use the product that there are
long-term consequences.
The goal of the labels, and this warning label campaign, is to keep the issue of global
warming salient and on the minds of gasoline consumers. Thus, a gas pump warning
label may encourage the use of other methods of transportation that will reduce carbon
emissions.
The Environmental Protection Agency agrees with the general consensus that carbon
dioxide emissions are a leading cause of global warming. The California Air Resources
Board has found that automobiles are the number one source of carbon emissions.
Additionally, the EPA has estimated that 31% of all carbon dioxide emissions may be
attributed to transportation.
Many people know about the environmental costs of driving their cars, but may not be
consciously thinking about them as they rush about their busy lives. However, we hope
to increase public awareness of these carbon emission costs to the environment and
what they can do to help on a day-to-day basis.
FISCAL IMPACTS:
Unknown.
CONTACT PERSON
Councilmember Kriss Worthington

510-981-7170

Attachments:
1. Draft: “Title 11: Environmental Health” Berkeley Municipal Code
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