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Rent Stabilization Board 

COMMUNICATION ACCESS INFORMATION: 
This meeting is being held in a wheelchair-accessible location. 
To request disability-related accomrnodation(s) to participate in the 
meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, please contact Aimee 
Mueller at 981-4932 or 981-6903 (TDD) at least three business days 

· before the meeting date. 

Please refrain from wearing scented products to this meeting. 

RENT STABILIZATION BOARD 

AD HOC REPLACEMENT COMMITTEE TO FILL BOARD VACANCY 

Rent Stabilization Board Candidate Questionnaire 

Eleanor Walden 

DUE: Monday March 6, 2017 by 5:00 p.m. to cshoquist@cityofberkeley.info 

1. Tell us something about yourself and why you have decided to consider running for Rent 
Stabilization Board Commissioner. · 

I've worked on housing issues as an advocate for affordable and subsidized housing for many 
years. I served on the Rent Board for one term in 2004 - 2008, and would like the opportunity to 
hold a second term. With greater experience I am familiar with the crisis of housing in the 
nation, the Bay Area, and Berkeley in particular. I have served as the Co-chair of the Residents' 
Council at Redwood Gardens, a HUD facility for senior and disabled people; I was elected to the 
Board ofthe National Alliance ofHUD Tenants; I also serve as housing chair of the Berkeley 
Gray Panthers. I authored numerous articles on local housing published in various papers some 
of which have been cited in national newspapers. 

2. How much time are you able to devote as. a Commissioner? Are your hours flexible? Can 
you attend meetings until as late as 11:00 pm? Can you attend a two-hour twice-a-month 
daytime meeting? What Committees are you interested in and why? 

Retired from full time employment my time is flexible and I am committed to being an effective 
Collllliissioner. Since I served as a Rent Board Commissioner for one term I have some idea of 
the time required and I can make a commitment to the Board and Committee meetings. I am 
disabled and use a motorized wheelchair in which bus, cab, and Paratransit transport me. My 
intellectual capacities are not diminished by my physical impediments. My choices of 
Committee appointments in order of preference are: Eviction/Section 8/ Foreclosure Committee, 
Habitability & Sustainable Housing Committee, 4X4 Committee on Housing-Rent Board & City 
Council. 

3. What is the Rent Stabilization Board doing well and what does it need to do to improve? 

Since Berkeley is one of the few municipalities to have retained an effective Rent Control 
ordinance, though being the target of attacks by corporate landlord interests, and the Ellis Act 



and Costa Hawkins laws. Without the Rent Board tenants are helpless against the greater power 
of the money and political connections of the landlords lobby and Berkeley would become 
gentrified at a more accelerated rate than is already happening. I would like to see more teeth in 
the Ellis Act that protects tenants displaced by false claims of family occupancy. The scope of 
the Rent Board would be strengthened to include more tenants in other sections of affordable 
housing including aspects of Section 8 and others in the interest oflow income people. 

4. Tell us about at least three issues that you consider important to tenants in Berkeley. 

It is important that tenants find support and verification when threatened by unlawful rent 
increases and the Berkeley Rent Board provides that assurance. The Rent Board also supports 
tenants in reasonable demands for improvements and effectively helps with health and safety 
issues. Especially important are the guarantees against unlawful eviction and hearings to 
determine validity of threats of eviction. In today' s inflated market more people find themselves 
homeless that ever since the 1930's. The crisis ofhomelessness extends from seniors to students 
and the threat of eviction is a life threatening experience. It is an 

5. Is the Rent Board inherently unfair to either large or small landlords? Please explain. 

I think the Rent Board is scrupulous in an effort to be fair to landlords. Corporate landlords are in 
a position to be more independent and endure less damage than small landlords with one or two 
apartments to help them maintain the property. I found the action of the Rent Board to be very 
fair and appropriate in the way it heard and evaluated the complaints of landlords. While I 
personally am more sympathetic to the rights of tenants I respect the Rent Board for its fairness 
to the concerns of all the participants in the process of apportioning housing resources. 

6. What is the role of the Rent Board Commissioners? What powers do they have? What 
changes do you think should be made in how the Rent Board operates? 

Rent Board Commissioners have a role as a democratic deliberative body to assess and deliberate 
the issues that come before the Board. Since housing is so central to the well being of the greater 
number of citizens Berkeley is fortunate to have maintained this agency through all the years that 
have seen the destruction of so many supports to public advocacy. Commissioners have the 
advantage of detailed study establishing an expertise in housing issues that are essential to 
citizens in our community. It is an honor to serve on the Rent Board and I have found that those 
who do serve have appreciated that position as a means of serving the community and taking 
pride in the service that is provided. 

7. Is there anything else that we should consider in evaluating you as a candidate? 

I have an undergraduate and graduate degree from the University of California, Berkeley. I am 
an effective writer and public speaker. I stress my variety of experience on housing in the last 
two decades and stress that I would like to put this proficiency to work in service to Berkeley. I 
also see my constituency as the senior and disabled community and point out that no one else on 
the Board particularly represents that population. 
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