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and Costa Hawkins laws. Without the Rent Board tenants are helpless against the greater power
of the money and political connections of the landlords lobby and Berkeley would become
gentrified at a more accelerated rate than is already happening. I would like to see more teeth in
the Ellis Act that protects tenants displaced by false claims of family occupancy. The scope of
the Rent Board would be strengthened to include more tenants in other sections of affordable
housing including aspects of Section 8 and others in the interest of low income people.

4. Tell us about at least three issues that you consider important to tenants in Berkeley.

It is important that tenants find support and verification when threatened by unlawful rent
increases and the Berkeley Rent Board provides that assurance. The Rent Board also supports
tenants in reasonable demands for improvements and effectively helps with health and safety
issues. Especially important are the guarantees against unlawful eviction and hearings to
determine validity of threats of eviction. In today’s inflated market more people find themselves
homeless that ever since the 1930’s. The crisis of homelessness extends from seniors to students
and the threat of eviction is a life threatening experience. It is an

S. Is the Rent Board inherently unfair to either large or small landlords? Please explain.

I think the Rent Board is scrupulous in an effort to be fair to landlords. Corporate landlords are in
a position to be more independent and endure less damage than small landlords with one or two
apartments to help them maintain the property. I found the action of the Rent Board to be very
fair and appropriate in the way it heard and evaluated the complaints of landlords. While I
personally am more sympathetic to the rights of tenants I respect the Rent Board for its fairness
to the concerns of all the participants in the process of apportioning housing resources.

6. What is the role of the Rent Board Commissioners? What powers do they have? What
changes do you think should be made in how the Rent Board operates?

Rent Board Commissioners have a role as a democratic deliberative body to assess and deliberate
the issues that come before the Board. Since housing is so central to the well being of the greater
number of citizens Berkeley is fortunate to have maintained this agency through all the years that
have seen the destruction of so many supports to public advocacy. Commissioners have the
advantage of detailed study establishing an expertise in housing issues that are essential to
citizens in our community. It is an honor to serve on the Rent Board and I have found that those
who do serve have appreciated that position as a means of serving the community and taking
pride in the service that is provided.

7. Is there anything else that we should consider in evaluating you as a candidate?

[ have an undergraduate and graduate degree from the University of California, Berkeley. I am
an effective writer and public speaker. I stress my variety of experience on housing in the last
two decades and stress that [ would like to put this proficiency to work in service to Berkeley. I
also see my constituency as the senior and disabled community and point out that no one else on
the Board particularly represents that population.

2125 Milvia Street, Berkeley, California 94704
TEL: (510)981-7368 (981-RENT) e TDD: (510)981-6903 ¢ FAX: (510)981-4910
E-MAIL: rent@ci.berkeley.ca.us e JINTERNET: www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/rent/



