
 

Jesse Arreguín 
Councilmember, District 4 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
June 22, 2010 

 
To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 
From: Councilmember Jesse Arreguín 
 
Subject:  Support if Amended Assembly Bill 2133, Exempting California Memorial 

Stadium from the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Adopt a Resolution to support Assembly Bill 2133, exempting California Memorial 
Stadium from the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act if amended to clarify no 
increase of usage or human occupancy as defined by hours. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
After the 1971 San Fernando Earthquake destroyed two hospitals, the Legislature 
passed the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act to prevent building on top of 
active faults and provides specific limitations and requirements for any alteration and 
expansion of existing structures on top of active faults. 
 
The California Memorial Stadium, completed in 1923, is an existing structure as defined 
by Alquist-Priolo and sits atop the Hayward Fault. A 1998 seismic safety study at the 
Berkeley campus gave the stadium a "poor" rating, meaning that the building represents 
an "appreciable life hazard" in an earthquake and requires seismic retrofitting. 
 
The University of California has proposed a number of projects, including the retrofitting 
and expansion of Memorial Stadium. Since these projects fall within an earthquake fault 
zone, the provisions of Alquist-Priolo apply. 
 
Assembly Bill 2133, sponsored by the University of California and authored by 
Assemblymember Roger Niello, explicitly exempts California Memorial Stadium from the 
provisions of Alquist-Priolo 
 
The City of Berkeley should support the necessary retrofit of California Memorial 
Stadium, however, the decreased risk to public safety as a result of the retrofit will be 
negated by the significantly increased public risk of the expansion of use of the stadium. 
 
AB 2133 should be amended to allow the retrofit of California Memorial Stadium but 
clarify that the exemption further prohibits any increase in usage or human occupancy 
as measured by hours of human occupancy than that existing on January 1, 2010. If 
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such an amendment is adopted, the City of Berkeley should go on record as supporting 
AB 22133. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
None 
 
CONTACT PERSON: 
Jesse Arreguín, Councilmember, District 4 981-7140 
 
Attachments: 

1. Resolution 
2. Copy of AB 2133 

  



 

RESOLUTION NO. 
 
SUPPORTING IF AMENDED ASSEMBLY BILL 2133 EXEMPTING CALIFORNIA 
MEMORIAL STADIUM FROM THE ALQUIST-PRIOLO EARTHQUAKE FAULT 
ZONING ACT  
 
WHEREAS, following the 1971 San Fernando Earthquake, which destroyed two 
hospitals, the California State Legislature passed the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault 
Zoning Act in order to limit new construction on top of active earthquake faults and to 
protect public safety and prevent damage to property; and 
 
WHEREAS, California Memorial Stadium, completed in 1923, which is on the National 
Register of Historic Places, sits on top the Hayward Fault, which has an estimated 
probability of 30 percent for a major earthquake in the next thirty years, compared to 
about 20 percent for the San Andreas Fault; and 
 
WHEREAS, a 1998 seismic safety study by UC Berkeley gave California Memorial 
Stadium a "poor" rating, meaning that the building represents an "appreciable life 
hazard" in an earthquake and requires seismic retrofitting; and 
 
WHEREAS, the University of California has proposed the Southeast Campus Integrated 
Projects, which is a series of projects including the Student Athlete High Performance 
Center as well as the retrofitting and expansion of California Memorial Stadium. Since 
these projects are within an earthquake fault zone, arguably the provisions of the 
Alquist-Priolo Act apply; and  
 
WHEREAS, Assembly Bill (AB) 2133, sponsored by the University of California and 
introduced by Assemblymember Roger Niello, amends the Alquist-Priolo Act to exempt 
California Memorial Stadium from the Act; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Berkeley should support the necessary retrofit of California 
Memorial Stadium, however, the decreased risk to public safety as a result of the retrofit 
will be negated by the significantly increased public risk resulting from the possible 
expansion of use of the stadium; and 
 
WHEREAS, AB 2133 should be amended to allow the retrofit of California Memorial 
Stadium but clarify that the exemption further prohibits any increase in usage or human 
occupancy as measured by hours of human occupancy as of January 1, 2010. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Berkeley that it will 
support Assembly Bill 2133 only if the bill is amended to clarify that it is not the intent to 
allow an increase in usage or human occupancy as measured by hours of human 
occupancy as of January 1, 2010; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be sent to Senate President 
Pro Tem Darrell Steinberg, Senator Loni Hancock, Assemblymember Roger Niello, 
University of California President Mark Yudof, UC Berkeley Chancellor Robert 
Birgeneau and the City of Berkeley’s lobbyist Lynn Suter.  











 




