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CONSENT CALENDAR 
June 1, 2010 

 
To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 
From: Councilmember Jesse Arreguín 
 
Subject:  Opposing Arizona House Bill 2281, Banning Ethnic Studies 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Adopt a Resolution opposing Arizona House Bill 2281, which bans ethnic studies in 
public schools. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Less than 20 days after signing the controversial immigration bill, Arizona Governor Jan 
Brewer signed House Bill 2281 into law, a bill that aims to ban ethnic studies in Arizona 
public schools. 
 
According to HB 2281, public schools are now prohibited from including courses or 
classes which promote overthrowing the U.S. government; promote resentment towards 
a race or class of people; are designed primarily for pupils of a particular ethnic race; 
and advocate ethnic solidarity instead of the treatment of pupils as individuals. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
None 
 
CONTACT PERSON: 
Jesse Arreguín, Councilmember, District 4 981-7140 
 
Attachments: 

1. Resolution 
2. Copy of HB 2281 
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RESOLUTION NO. 

OPPOSING ARIZONA HOUSE BILL 2281, BANNING ETHNIC STUDIES  

WHEREAS, diversity is the strength of American culture and should be celebrated and 
encouraged; and 

WHEREAS, to appreciate the diversity of America is to understand and learn the 
different stories and experiences of various cultures, ethnicities and minorities that have 
made this Nation great; and 

WHEREAS, ethnic studies are designed to explore unique experiences and viewpoints 
of various minorities in order to foster greater social awareness and appreciation; and 

WHEREAS, less than 20 days after signing the controversial immigration bill, Arizona 
Governor Jan Brewer signed House Bill 2281 into law, a bill that aims to ban ethnic 
studies in Arizona public schools under the guise of fairness and racial equality; and 

WHEREAS, HB 2281 is an unfortunate bill that prohibits public schools from including 
courses or classes which promote overthrowing the U.S. government; promote 
resentment towards a race or class of people; are designed primarily for pupils of a 
particular ethnic race; and advocate ethnic solidarity instead of the treatment of pupils 
as individuals. 

WHEREAS, proponents of HB 2281 claim that the bill aims to prevent the fostering of 
anger towards certain groups and treat people as individuals; and 

WHEREAS, banning Ethnic Studies is a step back in promoting the understanding and 
appreciation of American history and diversity; and 

WHEREAS, HB 2281 will actually in itself further divide students and foster distrust and 
lack of understanding between students by unfairly targeting classes that provide the 
opportunity to learn and appreciate difference; and 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Berkeley oppose Arizona House 
Bill 2281, which unfairly targets Ethnic Studies and robs many Arizona school children 
of the opportunity to become aware and understand the diversity of the society in which 
they live and interact; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Berkeley Urges Arizona to repeal HB 
2281 and that the City Clerk send copies of this resolution to Arizona Governor Jan 
Brewer and State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Horne. 













 




