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CONSENT CALENDAR 
June 22, 2010 

 
To:  Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
From:  Councilmembers Kriss Worthington and Wozniak 
 
Subject: Request to Schedule a Workshop to Discuss a Proposed Sunshine 
Ordinance 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Schedule a workshop to discuss previously proposed sunshine ordinances and submit a 
new Sunshine Ordinance proposal to Council 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Many other local governments including but not limited to Contra Costa County; City 
and County of San Francisco; and the cities of San Jose, Oakland, and Benicia have 
adopted sunshine ordinances. It is time for Berkeley to adopt one too.  
 
Sunshine ordinances are local laws which expand access to public meetings and public 
documents.   
 
There have been previous sunshine ordinance proposals—one of the earliest stems 
back from 2001. There was also a City Attorney’s draft and multiple publicly submitted 
initiatives, since then. Lastly, the City Manager submitted an analysis of a citizen 
group’s Sunshine Ordinance initiative in March 2010. These four documents can be 
good references for the proposed workshop.   
  
As there has been a great public desire for a city Sunshine Ordinance and since the 
item has been on the agenda for nearly a decade, holding a council workshop to 
discuss the various multiple drafts would be beneficial to the City. This would allow us to 
clarify what parts of various prepared ordinances could be adopted immediately.  
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Minimal 
 
CONTACT PERSON   
Councilmember Kriss Worthington 510-981-7170 
Dana Cruz      510-981-7170 
 
Attachment: 
1. Sunshine Ordinance Proposal from 2001 
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