
 

Max Anderson 
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2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-7130 ● Fax: (510) 981-7133 
E-Mail: manderson@cityofberkeley.info 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
January 26, 2010 

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

From: Councilmember Max Anderson, District 3 
 Councilmember Darryl Moore, District 2 
 Councilmember Jesse Arreguin, District 4 
 Councilmember Kriss Worthington, District 7 

Subject:  California Democracy Act 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
Adopt a Resolution to endorse the California Democracy Act. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
NONE 

BACKGROUND 
The State Constitution of California currently requires that all budget and revenue 
legislation pass both the Assembly and the Senate with a 2/3 vote, allowing a minority 
of the legislators in each house to prevent passage of such legislation.  The recent 
consequences of this constitutional requirement has been for a minority of legislators to 
prevent California from addressing its current financial crisis, catastrophically 
undermining the ability of the majority of elected state legislators to meet California’s 
needs in health care, education, physical infrastructure, and public safety.   
The only structural way to change this requirement is via a ballot initiative. The Berkeley 
City Council endorses the California Democracy Act and urges all eligible Berkeley 
residents to sign the petition to place it on the ballot.  The City of Berkeley will inform all 
Bay Area City Councils of this action and invite them to concur.  "All legislative actions 
on revenue and budget must be determined by a majority vote.”, an Initiative proposed 
by George Lakoff for the November 2010 Ballot. 
 
CONTACT PERSON 
Councilmember Max Anderson, District 3  510 981-7130 
 
Attachment:  
Resolution 

Reference: Website: http://www.californiasfordemocracy.com/ 
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RESOLUTION NO. XXXXX 
 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE CALIFORNIA DEMOCRACY ACT 
 
WHEREAS, the State Constitution of California currently requires that all budget and 
revenue legislation pass both the Assembly and the Senate with a 2/3 vote, allowing a 
minority of the legislators in each house to prevent passage of such legislation; and 
 
WHEREAS, the recent consequences of this constitutional requirement has been for a 
minority of legislators to prevent California from addressing its current financial crisis, 
catastrophically undermining the ability of the majority of elected state legislators to 
meet California’s needs in health care, education, physical infrastructure, and public 
safety; and 
 
WHEREAS, the only structural way to change this requirement is via a ballot initiative. 
 
NOW THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Berkeley City Council endorses the 
California Democracy Act and urges all eligible Berkeley residents to sign the petition to 
place it on the ballot. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the City of Berkeley will inform all Bay Area City Councils 
of this action and invite them to concur. 





 




