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CONSENT CALENDAR 
June 2, 2009 

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
From: Councilmember Darryl Moore, Councilmember Jesse Arreguin 

Councilmember Kriss Worthington, Councilmember Max Anderson 
Subject: Urge President Obama To End The "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" Policy and Not 

To Fire Lt. Dan Choi 

RECOMMENDATION 
Adopt a Resolution urging President Obama to end the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy and 
not to fire Lt. Dan Choi. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Lt. Dan Choi, from Orange County, California, is a graduate of the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point and an Iraq War veteran. Last March he went on Rachel 
Maddow's show and spoke three truthful words: "I am gay." 

As a result, Lt. Choi received a letter from the Army on April 23 discharging him for 
violating the "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" policy. This letter was "a slap in the face" to both Lt. 
Choi and the soldiers he as commanded and served with over the past decade. 

Lt. Choi is fighting to stay in the military and ensure that no other soldier is ever again 
discharged as a result of "Don't Ask, Don't Tell."  

President Obama did not create this policy. But he now has the opportunity to keep his 
promise and allow gay and lesbian soldiers to serve openly in the military and to 
eliminate the discriminatory and counterproductive “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy. 
FISCAL IMPACTS OF RECOMMENDATION 
None at this time 

CONTACT PERSON 
Councilmember Darryl Moore  District 2   510-981-7120 
Councilmember Jesse Arreguin  District 4   510-981-7140 
Councilmember Kriss Worthington District 7   510-981-7170 
Councilmember Max Anderson  District 3   510-981-7130 
Attachments 
1: Resolution 
2: March 24, 2009 Resolution in support of H.R. 1283
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RESOLUTION NO. ##,###-N.S. 
 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF LT DAN CHOI AND ENCOURAGING PRESIDENT 
OBAMA TO ABOLISH THE “DON’T ASK, DON’T TELL” POLICY 

 
WHEREAS, as demonstrated in the March 24, 2009 resolution in support of 
Congresswoman Tauscher’s Military Readiness Enhancement Act of 2009, the “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell” policy for military personnel is not only patently discriminatory, but is also 
counterproductive; and 
 
WHEREAS, Lt Dan Choi is just the most recent and well-publicized victim of the “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell” policy, but needs and deserves as much support as he can get in his 
fight against this backwards policy; and 
 
WHEREAS, President Obama has declared that he is planning to overturn this 
discriminatory practice and the Army’s intent to discharge Lt Choi gives President 
Obama the opportunity to demonstrate his commitment to equality in our Armed Forces. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Berkeley hereby 
supports Lt Dan Choi in his fight against discrimination in our Armed Forces and 
encourage President Obama to abolish the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” Policy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 








