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   FINAL MINUTES OF THE REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

APRIL 7, 2021 

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. 

Location: Virtual meeting via Zoom 

1. ROLL CALL: 

Commissioners Present: Janis Ching, Barnali Ghosh, Savlan Hauser, Robb Kapla, Shane 

Krpata, Christine Schildt, Jeff Vincent, and Brad Wiblin.  

Commissioners Absent: Benjamin Beach and Mary Kay Lacey. 

Staff Present: Secretary Alene Pearson, Katrina Lapira, Steve Buckley, Chris Jensen, Paola 

Boylan, and Kieron Slaughter.   

2. ORDER OF AGENDA: No changes. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD:  1 

4. PLANNING STAFF REPORT:  

  

• Please refer to information items.  

Information Items:  

• City Council – Objective Standards Recommendations for Density, Design and Shadows 

• City Council – Initiation of Public Process and Zoning Concepts for 2023-2031 Housing 

Element  

 

Communications:  

• March 30 – CA Department of Food and Agriculture – Cannabis Appellations Program 

• March 31 – Business Owner – Berkeley Marina Kosher Market  

Late Communications: See agenda for links.  

• Supplemental Packet One 

• Supplemental Packet Two  

• Supplemental Packet Three  

5. CHAIR REPORT:  



 

 

• None. 
 

6. COMMITTEE REPORT:  Reports by Commission committees or liaisons. In addition to the 

items below, additional matters may be reported at the meeting. 

 

• BART Community Advisory Group (CAG) – Held a meeting on March 22 to further the 

discussion about the vision and priorities document.  A draft zoning document is now 

available for public review on the CAG website.  The next meeting will be about access 

planning to the respective BART sites.   

7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   

Motion/Second/Carried (Wiblin/Krpata) to approve the Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 
from March 17, 2021, with incorporated amendments to lines 82 and 90.  
 
Ayes: Ghosh, Hauser, Kapla, Krpata, Schildt, and Wiblin. Noes: None. Abstain: Vincent and 
Ching. Absent: Beach. (6-0-2-1) 

 

8. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS AND OTHER PLANNING: 

• May 5 
o Re-zone of Parcels to Commercial Adeline Corridor (C-AC) 
o Presentation on City-Wide Affordable Housing Requirements by Rick Jacobus  

 

AGENDA ITEMS 

9. Action:  Response to Short Term Referral for Amendments to the ADU Ordinance and 

Related Definitions to Address Public Safety Concerns 

Staff shared the proposed amendments to the local ADU Ordinance in response to the 

Council’s Short Term referral.  The proposed amendments focused on codifying State ADU 

regulations and modifications to ADU size and front yard setbacks to address public safety 

concerns.  Commission discussion focused primarily on clarification of State ADU law and 

options for local changes to ADU size, setbacks, height and neighbor noticing. An additional 

two feet of height was incorporated into the final motion for Council consideration to allow 

design flexibility. The rationale for a Maximum Height of 18 feet -- without an increase in 

Maximum Size – is that two-story ADUs reduce the ADU footprint, increasing Open Space, 

decreasing Lot Coverage and allowing flexible configurations on smaller lots.  

Motion/Second/Carried (Barnali/Vincent) to close the public hearing on the Response to Short 
Term Referral for Amendments to the ADU Ordinance and Related Definitions to Address 
Public Safety at 8:55pm.    
 
Ayes: Ching, Ghosh, Hauser, Kapla, Krpata, Schildt, Vincent, and Wiblin. Noes: None. 
Abstain: None. Absent: Beach. (8-0-0-1) 



 

 

Motion/Second/Carried (Kapla/Schildt) to adopt staff’s recommendation with the following 
edits and a request to add neighbor notification of Building Permit issuance to the 
administrative process of application approval:  
 

• Amend 23C.24.010.B.1 to read:  One ADU and/or one JADU is allowed on a lot with one 
Single Family Dwelling. 

• Delete 23C.24.010.B.5: One JADU is allowed on a lot with one Single Family Dwelling.   

• Add 23C.24.040.A.6 to read: A JADU is subject to the Development Standards in 
paragraph B and G. 

• Amend 23C.24.040.C to read:  
1. Maximum Height of a free-standing detached, new construction ADU is 16 18 feet.  
2. Maximum Height of new square footage added to a Single Family Dwelling, Accessory 

Building or Accessory Structure to create an ADU is 16 18 feet.  
 
Ayes: Ching, Ghosh, Hauser, Kapla, Krpata, Schildt, Vincent, and Wiblin. Noes: None. 
Abstain: None. Absent: Beach. (8-0-0-1) 

 

Public Comments: 10 

10. Action: Response to Support Small Businesses Referral: Amendments to the Sign 

Ordinance to Establish a Master Sign Program 

Staff presented proposed modifications to the Sign Ordinance, which included establishing a 
Master Sign Program, clarifying ordinance language, and exempting in-kind replacement of 
signs. The Commission discussed minor amendments the Zoning Ordinance to maintain 
consistency with the Sign Ordinance. Corresponding references to the Zoning Ordinance 
were highlighted by staffs and commission discussion centered on clarifying ordinance 
language to improve readability.  

 

Motion/Second/Carried (Wiblin/Krpata) to adopt staff’s recommendations with suggested edits 
to 23E.08.020.C [Applicability] as follows:     
 
C.    Permits Zoning Certificates, Administrative Use Permits, Use Permits, and Variances for 
projects that are subject to design review may not be issued without design review approval, 
except that they may be issued may be approved conditional upon final design review such 
approval occurring before the issuance a building permit or for a permit for a sign permit (as 
set forth in BMC Chapter 20.12.010 ( of the Sign Ordinance). 
 
Ayes: Ching, Ghosh, Hauser, Kapla, Krpata, Schildt, Vincent, and Wiblin. Noes: None. 
Abstain: None. Absent: Beach (8-0-0-1) 

 

Public Comments: 1 

Motion/Second/Carried (Kapla/Ghosh to adjourn the Planning Commission meeting at 
10:10pm.   



Ayes: Ching, Ghosh, Hauser, Kapla, Krpata, Schildt, Vincent, and Wiblin. Noes: None. 
Abstain: None. Absent: Beach (8-0-0-1) 

Members in the public in attendance: 23 

Public Speakers:  11 speakers 

Length of the meeting: 3hr 8 minutes  

_________________________________________ 

Alene Pearson  

Planning Commission Secretary  


