
2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-7533 ● TDD: (510) 981-6903 ● Fax: (510) 981-7099 

E-Mail: civicarts@cityofberkeley.info

Civic Arts Commission 
Office of Economic Development 

Agenda  

Civic Arts Commission 
Public Art Subcommittee 

Friday, October 18, 2019 at 3:00-4:30 p.m. 

2180 Milvia Street, 1st Floor, Cypress Room, Berkeley, CA 94704 

Please refrain from wearing scented products to public meetings 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

2. PUBLIC COMMENT

3. DISCUSSION ITEMS WITH POSSIBLE ACTION

a) Discuss with Artist Wang Po Shu of Earth Song Modification and Restoration and

Design for Sign with Bell (Attachment 1)

b) Diana Rossi Mosaic - Approval of T1 contingency budget allocation of additional

$5,000 for installation location at Live Oak Park

c) Discuss Disposition Options for Berkeley Big People (Attachment 2)

d) Review Current 1.5% for Public Art Resolution Language and Discuss Possible

Changes (Attachment 3)

e) Community Proposal of Street Mural at 7th and Bancroft

f) Community Proposal of Mural Extension at University underpass

g) Review Council Referrals: City Flag, Family Friendly Art, Telegraph Avenue

Painted Crosswalk Art Project (Attachment 4)

4. CHAIR’S REPORT

a) None.

5. STAFF REPORT

a) Update on Addison Street Poetry Panels – Installation Complete (Attachment 5)

b) Update on lighting for Rumford sculpture – In progress

c) Update on Civic Art Collection inventory and assessment

d) Update on San Pablo Park Public Art Selection Process – Panel Meeting on

Monday, October 21

7. ADJOURNMENT

Attachments:

1. Installation Plan for Earthsong, by Wang Po Shu
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2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-7533 ● TDD: (510) 981-6903 ● Fax: (510) 981-7099 

E-Mail: civicarts@cityofberkeley.info

2. Deaccession Policy

3. 1.5% for Public Art Resolution Language

4. Council Referrals: Family Friendly Art, Telegraph Avenue Painted Crosswalk Art

Project, City Flag

5. Addison Street Poetry Panels

Staff Contact: 

Jennifer Lovvorn 

Secretary to the Civic Arts Commission 

Berkeley, CA 94704 

Phone: (510) 981-7533 

TDD: (510) 981-6903 

Email: jlovvorn@cityofberkeley.info  

Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or committees are public record and will become part 

of the City’s electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s website. Please note: e-mail 

addresses, names, addresses, and other contact information are not required, but if included in any 

communication to a City board, commission or committee, will become part of the public record. If 

you do not want your e-mail address or any other contact information to be made public, you may deliver 

communications via U.S. Postal Service or in person to the secretary of the relevant board, commission or 

committee. If you do not want your contact information included in the public record, please do not 

include that information in your communication. Please contact the secretary to the relevant board, 

commission or committee for further information.  

Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the Commission regarding any item on this agenda 

will be made available for public inspection at the Civic Arts Office located at 2180 Milvia Street, First 

Floor, Berkeley, CA 94704. 

G:\OED\CIVIC ARTS PROGRAM\COMMISSION\SUBCOMMITTEES\Public Arts Subcommittee\2018 

ADA Disclaimer 

This meeting is being held in a wheelchair accessible location. To request a disability-related 

accommodation(s) to participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, please contact 

the Disability Services specialist at 981-6418 (V) or 981-6347 (TDD) at least three business days 

before the meeting date. Please refrain from wearing scented products to this meeting. 
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Public Art Guidelines – Approved by Berkeley City Council 
4/30/2019 Page 1 

EXCERPT FROM GUIDELINES FOR PUBLIC ART 

CITY OF BERKELEY PUBLIC ART PROGRAM 

Approved by Berkeley City Council ‐ April 30, 2019 

K. ARTWORK DEACCESSION POLICY

1. INTRODUCTION

The term “deaccession” applies to the specific process by which a decision is made to remove an 

artwork from the City of Berkeley’s civic art collection. The City of Berkeley, through its Civic Arts 

Commission, reserves the right to deaccession works of art in its civic art collection in the best 

interest of the public and as a means of improving the overall quality of the City’s civic art 

collection. Removing artwork from the City’s civic art collection by deaccession should be 

cautiously applied only after careful and impartial evaluation of the artwork to avoid the 

influence and the premature removal of a work from the collection. Except in the case of an 

immediate threat to public safety, no artwork in the collection will be deaccessioned until the 

policies set forth below have been observed.  

2. DEFINITIONS

For the purposes of this Policy, the following definitions apply: 

 Artwork: Per the Berkeley Municipal Code, Section 6.14.101, Artwork is an original work

by an artist and includes, but is not limited to, functional art integrated into public

improvements, a sculpture, monument, mural, painting, drawing, photography,

fountain, banner, mosaic, weaving, stained art glass, multi‐media, computer‐generated

art, electronic and media art, video, and earth art, installation art, performance and

time based works of visual art, and social practice art.

 Deaccession: The procedure for the removal of an artwork owned by the City and the

determination of its future disposition.

 Deaccession Notification: A written letter to the artist or donor referencing the

applicable conditions of the artwork and describing reasons why the deaccession review

is being undertaken.
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3. CONDITIONS FOR DEACCESSION

A work of art may be considered for deaccession if one or more of the following conditions 

apply: 

 The work presents a threat to public safety.

 Condition or security of the work cannot be guaranteed, or the City cannot properly

care for or store the work.

 The work requires excessive or unreasonable maintenance, or has faults in design or

workmanship.

 The condition of the work requires restoration in gross excess of its market value, or is

in such a deteriorated state that restoration is infeasible, impractical, or would be so

extensive as to fundamentally transform the work from the artist’s original intent.

 Significant changes in the use, character or actual design of the site require reevaluation

of the artwork’s relationship to the site.

 If the artwork cannot remain at its original installation site and if no suitable alternate

site for the work is available.

 The work interferes with the operations of the City.

 Significant adverse public reaction over an extended period of time (5 years or more).

 The work is judged to have little or no aesthetic and/or historical or cultural value, or is

judged to have negative historical or cultural value.

 The Civic Arts Commission wishes to replace a work with a more appropriate work by

the same artist.

 The work can be sold to finance or be traded for a work that refines and improves the

quality and appropriateness of the City's collection and better serves the Civic Arts

Commission’s mission.

 Written request from the artist has been received to remove the work from public

display.

 The work is duplicative in a large holding of work of that type or of that artist.

 The work is fraudulent or not authentic.

 The work is rarely or never displayed.
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4. PROCEDURES

The following steps shall be followed for works being considered for deaccession: 

4.1  Absence of Restrictions: Before disposing of any artworks from the collections, 

reasonable efforts shall be made to ascertain that the City is legally free to do so.  

4.2  Deaccession Notification: City staff shall comply with any applicable state or federal 

notice requirements and shall make every reasonable effort to contact the artist whose artwork 

is being considered for deaccession, and any other known parties with a vested interest in the 

artwork. Staff shall make reasonable effort to notify the artist of the Public Art Committee and 

Civic Arts Commission meetings where the issue will be discussed. 

4.3  Civic Arts Program Staff Report: The Civic Arts Program staff shall prepare a report which 

includes a staff evaluation and recommendation along with the following information: 

 Artist’s name and biographical information, samples of past work and resume.

 Written description and images of artwork.

 Information about and images of the artwork’s site.

 City Attorney’s Opinion: The City Attorney shall be consulted regarding any restrictions

that may apply to a specific work.

 Rationale: An analysis of the reasons for deaccessioning and its impact on the Collection

and the artist, and an evaluation of the artwork.

 Community Opinion: If pertinent, public feedback on the dispensation of the artwork in

question.

 Independent Appraisal or other documentation of the value of the artwork: Prior to

deaccessioning of any artwork having a value of $10,000 or more, Civic Arts Program

staff should obtain an independent professional appraisal, or an estimate of the value of

the work based on recent documentation of gallery, comparable public commissions

and/or auction sales.

 Related Professional Opinions: In cases of where deaccessioning or removal is

recommended due to deterioration, threat to public safety, ongoing controversy, or lack

of artistic quality, it is recommended that the Commission seek the opinions of

independent professionals qualified to comment on the concern prompting review

(conservators, engineers, architects, critics, safety experts etc.).
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 History: Provide written correspondence, press and other evidence of public debate;

Original Acquisition method and purchase price; Options for Disposition; and

Replacement Costs.

4.4  Considerations for Disposition of a Work of Art: Civic Art Program Staff shall research 

and present to the Civic Arts Commission all feasible alternatives for the disposition of the 

proposed artwork for deaccession. Recommendations shall adhere to the following principles: 

 The manner of disposition is in the best interest of the Civic Arts Commission and the

public it serves.

 Preference should be given to retaining works that are a part of the historical, cultural,

or artistic heritage of Berkeley and the Bay Area.

 Consideration should be given to placing the artwork, through gift, exchange, or sale, in

another tax‐exempt public institution where it may be accessible to the public and

thereby continue to serve the purpose for which it was acquired initially by the Civic

Arts Commission.

 Artworks may not be given or sold privately to City employees, officers, members of the

governing authority, or to their representatives.

5. DEACCESSION CRITERIA

The following criteria will be used by the Civic Arts Commission to evaluate whether to 

deaccession an artwork: 

 Inherent Artistic Quality: The assessed aesthetic merit of the piece as a work of art,

independent of other considerations.

 Cultural or Historical Impact: Whether the artwork has negative cultural or historical

impact.

 Context of Artwork within the Civic Art Collection: Proposed artwork should be

evaluated within the context of the larger collection, and whether it is judged to

strengthen the collection.

 Context of Artwork with Site: Accessibility, public safety, and social, cultural, historical,

ecological, physical, and functional context of the artwork in relation to the site, both

existing and planned.
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 Availability of City Support: The availability of necessary funding for conservation,

maintenance, repair, storage or required staff support.

 Legal Considerations: Issues related to liability, insurance, copyright, moral rights,

warranties, ownership, theft, vandalism, loss, indemnification, and public safety. The

City Attorney shall review the recommendation of the Civic Art Program staff to

determine whether there are any known legal restrictions that would prevent

deaccession of the artwork. The City Attorney’s approval must be obtained prior to

deaccessioning an artwork.

 Timing: Timing for the deaccession of an artwork may be affected by issues such as a

hazardous condition related to the artwork that would pose an immediate threat to

public safety, relevant construction schedules, or the allowance of sufficient time for a

normal review process.

 Acquisition process: Method by which the artwork was originally acquired and

accessioned in the City’s collection (i.e. by donation, loan, or commission).

 Community feedback: Community feedback about the artwork, its site, and its condition

solicited via a publicly‐noticed meeting or placed on the agenda of the Public Art

Committee.

 Restrictions: Any recognized restrictions associated with the artwork.

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS

The proposed deaccession of an artwork will be heard at two meetings which are open to the 

public. 

6.1  Public Art Committee: The recommendation to deaccession an artwork will be 

considered by the Public Art Committee as part of the Committee's regular meeting. The 

Committee shall make its recommendation to the full Civic Arts Commission. 

6.2   Civic Arts Commission: The Commission must approve the Public Art Committee’s 

recommendation that an artwork owned by the City should be deaccessioned. 

7. DISPOSITION OF ARTWORK
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7.1  Right of First Refusal: In all cases, the Artist or Artist’s legally recognized representative 

or heir shall be given, when possible and within a reasonable time frame, the opportunity to 

purchase the artwork for the fair market value (as determined by a qualified appraiser), or if the 

artwork is determined to be of negligible value, the artist shall be given the opportunity to claim 

the artwork at the artist's own cost for removal and transportation.  

7.2   When the artist does not purchase or claim the deaccessioned artwork, the Civic Arts 

Commission at its discretion, may use any of the following methods to remove the Artwork: 

 Sale: Proceeds from the sale shall be deposited into the City’s public art fund.

o Sale through a dealer.

o Sale through a public auction.

 Trade or exchange of a deaccessioned artwork for another by the same artist.

 Donation of deaccessioned artwork to a public institution or nonprofit organization.

 Destruction: for the following instances:

o The entire artwork or the majority of the artwork has been damaged or has

deteriorated and repair or remedy is impractical or infeasible, and artist is not

willing to claim the remaining artwork at artist's own cost.

o Public safety considerations support destroying the artwork.

o Every reasonable effort to locate the artist, the artist’s heirs or next of kin, or donor

has failed.

o The Civic Arts Commission determined that no other methods of disposition are

feasible.

7.3  Civic Arts Program staff duties for all deaccessioned artworks: 

 Update Civic Art Collection database: The artwork will stay in the database, but be

noted as deaccessioned and include the years during which it was displayed.

 Coordinate the removal of identification plaques from artwork site and coordinate the

artwork’s physical removal from the City’s collection.

 Report on the sale or exchange at the next regularly scheduled Public Art Committee

and Civic Arts Commission meetings.

 Transmit a report informing City Council of the removal of the artwork from the City’s

collection.
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 Maintain a deaccession file that includes documentation on the artwork and all

associated deaccession documents.

 If the art work is in good enough condition to yield quality photographic documentation,

that documentation will be kept in the deaccession file and offered to the artist.
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Kriss Worthington
Councilmember, City of Berkeley, District 7
2180 Milvia Street, 5th Floor, Berkeley, CA 94704
PHONE 510-981-7170, FAX 510-981-7177
EMAIL kworthington@cityofberkeley.info

CONSENT CALENDAR
09/12/17

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council
From: Councilmember Kriss Worthington
Subject: Referral to the Civic Arts Commission to Consider tThe Creation and 

Selection of a Flag for the City of Berkeley

RECOMMENDATION:
That the Council open a space for submissions from the public and refer to the Civic Arts 
Commission to that the Civic Arts Commission se select a flag for the City of Berkeley from 
submissions from the publicfor the City of Berkeley.

BACKGROUND:
Out of the fourteen cities in Alameda County, eleven have city flags. This includes cities 

that are a fraction of our population and share a fraction of our national spotlight. This is 
because in the US almost all major cities and many smaller ones have flags. When properly 
utilized, city flags can serve as a common symbol for members of a community to rally 
behind. However, despite our heightened visibility on the national scale and significant 
population, Berkeley has never had a flag. 

As such a vibrant city with such a rich history, Berkeley has an abundance of symbolism to 
draw upon in designing a flag. It is highly important that the design come from within the 
community rather than be placed upon it, and creating a space for public submissions 
ensures that the process of choosing a design is democratic and reflects the will of the people 
of Berkeley. It also provides an opportunity for members of the community to make an artistic 
contribution to the City of Berkeley, and to celebrate the thriving arts community within our 
great city.

Berkeley is a prominent and wonderful city that deserves a memorable and beautiful flag 
to celebrate the diversity of its people.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:
 Minimal.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY:
Consistent with Berkeley’s Environmental Sustainability Goals.

CONTACT PERSON(S): Councilmember Kriss Worthington, 510-981-7170
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2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981- ● TDD: (510) 981-6903 ● Fax: (510) 981-
E-Mail:

Kriss Worthington
Councilmember, City of Berkeley, District 7
2180 Milvia Street, 5th Floor, Berkeley, CA 94704
PHONE 510-981-7170, FAX 510-981-7177, 
EMAIL kworthington@cityofberkeley.info

CONSENT CALENDAR
October 30th 2018

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council
From: Councilmember Kriss Worthington
Subject: Referral to the Civic Arts Commission to create interactive family-friendly art 

attractions

RECOMMENDATION
Recommend that the Council refer to the Civic Arts Commission to create interactive family-
friendly art attractions in the City of Berkeley.  

BACKGROUND 
Arts exhibits can be a fun way to promote tourism to Berkeley and patronage of local 
businesses. Many neighboring cities have attractions such as giant sculptural letters spelling 
out their name, which children enjoy climbing on. For instance, in San Francisco, there are pop 
up art exhibits which promote sharing photos on social media.

Berkeley, as a city full of artists and creative energy, should also have attractions of artistic 
values that will attract children and young people: be it riding on the exhibits, taking photos 
with them and posting on Instagram, or other fun activities.

Interactive museums, like San Francisco's Museum of Ice Cream, have sparked public interest 
and participation in visiting different types of museums. 

A Berkeley “pop-up art exhibit” can take many directions, whether it be fun or thematic, with 
low infrastructure costs and high social media activity. Moreover, it could attract people from all 
age groups while bringing in wider audiences who have not been avid museum-goers. This 
has the potential to generate revenue for the Berkeley art scene and bring the community 
together in a fun, family-friendly environment. 

Berkeley is a city with a rich and vibrant culture. To continue its legacy of cultural prosperity, 
Berkeley should establish modern interactive art attractions. This is also an opportunity to 
generate revenue through ticket sales. For example, exhibits like “Wonder” in New York, 
helped to increase viewership immensely in the first few weeks and even reputable museums 
with an established audience like the Hirshhorn Museum, increased membership by 6,566%. 
Interactive museum attractions would encourage people who otherwise wouldn’t visit 
museums to visit due to interactive activities, photo opportunities, and fun pop-up arts.

FISCAL IMPACTS OF RECOMMENDATION: To be determined.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY: No Negative Impact.

CONTACT PERSON
Councilmember Kriss Worthington 510-981-7170
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2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-7170 ● TDD: (510) 981-6903 ● E-Mail: 
RRobinson@cityofberkeley.info

CONSENT CALENDAR
     September 24, 2019

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Councilmember Rigel Robinson

Subject: Referral: Telegraph Crosswalk Art Installations

RECOMMENDATION
Refer to the Civic Arts Commission to develop and return to Council with a plan to:

1. Create a public contest to design new crosswalk art on Telegraph at the
intersections of Bancroft, Durant, Channing, Haste, and Dwight Streets.

2. Build the winning design on the intersections.

BACKGROUND
Crosswalk art installations are a simple, effective way to improve a community street. 
Such installations can improve the visual character of a neighborhood and help express 
the history of their community. Cities such as San Francisco, Vancouver, Portland, and 
Long Beach have celebrated their culture through painting unique designs on their 
streets.

Painting an intersection in bright colors can also improve safety and reduce conflict 
between different modes of transportation, especially when combined with the 
implementation of a scramble intersection. Artwork that sharply contrasts with unpainted 
pavement increases drivers’ awareness of pedestrians crossing the street, which 
significantly reduces automobile accidents.1 Following the installation of crosswalk 
beautification in Oakland, the rate of drivers stopping for pedestrians has increased 86 
percent.2 Telegraph Avenue is a zone of heavy foot traffic, particularly from UC 
Berkeley students who walk to and from campus every day.

Many cities across the country have installed colorful street art and received positive 
feedback from residents, visitors, and the media. A notable example can be seen in the 
City of San Francisco, which installed rainbow crosswalks throughout the Castro District 
to celebrate the city’s rich LGBTQ+ history and community. Local residents appreciate 
the improved character and aesthetic of their streets, as well as the artistic expression 
and representation of their culture.

1 https://www.smartcitiesdive.com/news/creative-crosswalks-street-art-meets-safety-
enhancement/526474/
2 https://www.eastbayexpress.com/SevenDays/archives/2017/10/10/oakland-develops-new-approach-to-
fixing-dangerous-intersections-faster
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Oakland has also recently implemented new crosswalk designs as part of its Paint The 
Town initiative, in which community groups partner with the city in street beautification 
efforts. The city emblazoned Chinatown’s intersections with a pattern historically used in 
China’s imperial court during the Qing Dynasty.3 The design is a culturally relevant and 
community-rooted way to improve pedestrian safety.

This proposal is consistent with the Telegraph Public Realm Plan, approved by the 
Berkeley City Council in 2016. The plan lays out a proposal to build scramble 
intersections at the intersections of Telegraph Avenue with Bancroft, Durant, Channing, 
Haste, and Dwight Way. Scrambles allow pedestrians to cross diagonally at an 
intersection, and are accompanied by vibrant paint treatments that direct motorists to 
yield. The plan states that if a scramble is not possible at any of these intersections, the 
City should consider installing crosswalk art regardless.4

The City of Berkeley should create crosswalk art for the historic Telegraph district to 
celebrate its unique culture and history. By inviting local residents to participate in the 
creative process through a public contest, the city has an opportunity to build a sense of 
community and civic pride. These street beautification efforts would showcase the 
vibrancy of Telegraph Avenue, encourage foot traffic to nearby businesses, and bring 
the city closer to its Vision Zero goals.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
Cost depends on the specific design and the potential for outside funding. Installation 
costs in the various cities that have implemented permanent crosswalk art range from 
$4,000 in Portland5 to $35,000 per crosswalk in West Hollywood.6 Staff and the 
Commission should also consider maintenance costs when making their 
recommendation.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
No impact.

CONTACT PERSON
Councilmember Rigel Robinson, (510) 981-7170
Benjamin Salop, Intern

3 https://www.eastbaytimes.com/2008/07/17/chinatown-more-pedestrian-friendly-2/
4 https://www.berkeleyside.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Telegraph-Public-Realm-Plan-Final-Low-
Res.pdf
5 https://www.oregonlive.com/commuting/2015/06/portland_unveils_citys_first_c.html
6https://cdn.muckrock.com/foia_files/2018/06/18/PeerCities_RainbowCrosswalk_CaseStudyReport_Augu
st2015.pdf
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Attachments: 
1: City of San Francisco, Castro District: Rainbow crosswalk
2: City of Oakland, Chinatown: Qing Dynasty crosswalk
3: City of Seattle crosswalk, Exhibit A
4: City of Seattle crosswalk, Exhibit B
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Source: https://www.baynewsnow.com/castro_39716121324_o

Page 4 of 7

Page 21

https://www.baynewsnow.com/castro_39716121324_o/


Page 2

Source: https://www.pinterest.com/pin/60657926207334135/
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Source: https://www.twitter.com/rigelrobinson
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Source: https://www.twitter.com/rigelrobinson
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