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Civic Arts Commission 
Office of Economic Development 

Civic Arts Commission 
Public Art Committee 

Wednesday, March 16, 2022 at 2:30 p.m. 
 

PUBLIC ADVISORY: THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED EXCLUSIVELY 
THROUGH VIDEOCONFERENCE AND TELECONFERENCE 

 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54953(e) and the state declared emergency, this meeting of 
the Civic Arts Commission will be conducted exclusively through teleconference and Zoom 
videoconference. The COVID-19 state of emergency continues to directly impact the ability of the 
members to meet safely in person and presents imminent risks to the health of attendees. Therefore, 
no physical meeting location will be available.   

To access the meeting remotely: Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device: Please use 
this URL https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86089984060.  If you do not wish for your name to appear on 
the screen, then use the drop-down menu and click on "rename" to rename yourself to be 
anonymous. To request to speak, use the “raise hand” icon by rolling over the bottom of the screen. 
To join by phone: Dial 1-669-900-9128 and enter Meeting ID: 860 8998 4060. If you wish to 
comment during the public comment portion of the agenda, Press *9 and wait to be recognized by 
the Chair. 
 
To submit an e-mail comment during the meeting to be read aloud during public comment, email 
civicarts@cityofberkeley.info  with the Subject Line in this format: “PUBLIC COMMENT ITEM 
##.” Please observe a 150-word limit. Time limits on public comments will apply.  

 
Agenda 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
3. CHAIR’S REPORT 

 
4. DISCUSSION ITEMS WITH POSSIBLE ACTION 

a) Draft Civic Arts Commission FY23 Work Plan (Attachment 1) 
 

b) Purchase of Oak #2, by Nicolette Smith, 2018, 48 x 48 inches, Mixed Media, 
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$2,300 (Attachment 2) 
 

5. STAFF REPORT 
a) Update on Public Art Funding Ordinance 

 
6. ADJOURNMENT            

 
Attachments:    
1. Draft Civic Arts Commission FY23 Work Plan 
2. Oak #2, by Nicolette Smith, 2018  

 
Staff Contact: 
Jennifer Lovvorn 
Secretary to the Civic Arts Commission 
Berkeley, CA 94704 
(510) 981-7533 
jlovvorn@cityofberkeley.info  
 
Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or committees are public record and will become part of the 
City’s electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s website. Please note: e-mail addresses, names, 
addresses, and other contact information are not required, but if included in any communication to a City 
board, commission or committee, will become part of the public record. If you do not want your e-mail address 
or any other contact information to be made public, you may deliver communications via U.S. Postal Service or in 
person to the secretary of the relevant board, commission or committee. If you do not want your contact information 
included in the public record, please do not include that information in your communication. Please contact the 
secretary to the relevant board, commission or committee for further information.  
 
Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the Commission regarding any item on this agenda will be 
made available for public inspection at the Civic Arts Office located at 2180 Milvia Street, First Floor, Berkeley, 
CA 94704. 
 
ADA Disclaimer 
To request a disability-related accommodation(s) to participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids or 
services, please contact the Disability Services specialist at 981-6418 (V) or 981-6347 (TDD) at least three 
business days before the meeting date. Please refrain from wearing scented products to this meeting. 
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Civic Arts Commission 

Civic Arts Commission FY23 Work Plan  
Approved by Civic Arts Commission: xxx 

Policy Committee 
1. Develop a program and process for certifying Artists and Cultural Workers for eligibility 

for affordable artist housing culminating in a referral to City Council. 

2. Develop a program and process for the City to incentivize the creation of artist affordable 
(middle, low and very low income) live work housing in exiting vacant storefronts 
culminating in a referral to City Council. 

3. Develop a program and process for the City to incentivize the creation of artist affordable 
(middle, low and very low income) live work housing in ground floor in new 
development culminating in a referral to City Council. 

4.  (With Grants Committee) Review and approve Civic Art Grants Guideline Revisions for 
FY24 for Arts Organizations, Individual Artists and Festivals. 

5.  (With Grants Committee) Advocate to Council for the restoration of the Festival Grant 
funding level back up to $200,000. 

6. (With Grants Committee and Berkeley Arts Education Steering Committee “BAESC”) 
Analyze existing Arts Organization grants to determine current arts education grantees 
and develop guidelines for an Arts Education Grant. . 

7.  (With Public Art Committee) Review and approve revised Public Art Guidelines updated 
to reflect best practices and recommend corresponding updates to the Municipal Code 
where relevant. 

8. (With Grants Committee) In response to Council Referral, develop guidelines for a 
Creative Spaces Capital Grant Program for Berkeley-based arts and cultural organizations 
that will help support their ability to stay in Berkeley. And (With Grants Committee) 
Advocate to Council to provide funding for a Creative Spaces Capital Grant Program on 
an ongoing basis to help stem displacement of Berkeley-based arts and culture nonprofits. 
Explore permit fee waivers for grant funded capital improvements. 

9. Create Guidelines for the selection of the City of Berkeley Poet Laureate. 
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10. Support the creation of the Arts Hub community arts center for performances, classes, art 
exhibitions and other activities at the Veterans Building. 

11. Analyze demographics of grants and public art commissions. 

Grants Committee 

1. (With Policy Committee) Advocate to Council for the restoration of the 
Festival Grant funding level back up to $200,000. 

2. (With Policy Committee) In response to Council Referral, develop guidelines for a 
Creative Spaces Capital Grant Program for Berkeley-based arts and cultural organizations 
that will help support their ability to stay in Berkeley. And (With Policy Committee) 
Advocate to Council to provide funding for a Creative Spaces Capital Grant Program on 
an ongoing basis to help stem displacement of Berkeley-based arts and culture nonprofits. 

3. Select Grant Review Panelists for FY24 cycle. 

4. Review Grant Panel Scores and determine Civic Art Grant award amounts for FY23. 

5. (With Policy Committee) Review and approve Civic Art Grants Guideline Revisions for 
FY24 for Arts Organizations, Individual Artists, and Festivals. 

6.  (With Policy Committee and Berkeley Arts Education Steering Committee “BAESC”) 
Analyze existing Arts Organization grants to determine current arts education grantees 
and develop guidelines for an Arts Education Grant. . 

7. Review analysis prepared by staff of geographic spread of FY23 grants funds 
throughout City of Berkeley.  

Public Art Committee 

1. Review and approve temporary public art proposals funded through the Berkeley Art 
Works Project grants. 

2. (With Policy Committee) Develop language for a Public Art ordinance to recommend to 
Council for adoption to replace the current “1.5% for Public Art” resolution. 

3. Determine Public Art Project Sites for Measure T1 Phase 2 

4. Review and approve artwork purchase for Civic Center building. 

5. Review and approve Private Percent for Art Plans at the following phases: Conceptual, 
Preliminary, and Final. 
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6. Review and approve artwork commission by Mildred Howard for Adeline Street and 
Martin Luther King Jr. Way. 

7. Draft response to Council Referral for family friendly art. 

8. Planning for selection of next round of sound installations for BART Plaza. 

9. Review and approve specific installation site for the donated Assyrian Queen sculpture. 

10. Review and approve the Call for Artists for the Homelessness Social Practice Public Art 
Project. 

11. (With Policy Committee) Review and approve revised Public Art Guidelines updated to 
reflect best practices and recommend corresponding updates to the Municipal Code 
where relevant. 

12. In response to Council Referral, develop project plan for a crosswalk mural program. 

13. In response to Council Referral, develop project plan for a City of Berkeley flag. 

14. Review and approve designs for a memorial to the Irish students who died in the 2015 
balcony collapse. 

15. Draft response to Council Referral for a replacement mural for the Center for 
Independent Living. 

Commission Representative to the Berkeley Arts Education Steering Committee 

1. Build relationships with Berkeley Unified School District Board Members by attending 
office hours and sharing Create CA Declaration of Student Rights 

2. Discuss and draft advocacy plan to bring to BUSD School Board to increase access to 
theater, dance, and visual arts education in Berkeley schools. 

3. Monitor implementation of BUSD BEARS 2021 Arts Summer Program and fulfil CAC 
grant reporting expectations. 

4. Support utilization of high school and/or college students as BEARS 2021 summer arts 
instructors in collaboration with arts organizations, funded through Youth Works 
workforce development funding. 

5. Explore feasibility of developing partnerships with colleges and universities to offer unit 
credit for teaching in BUSD afterschool and summer arts programs. 

6. (With Policy & Grants Committees) Develop guidelines for an Arts Education Grant 
Program and advocate to Council for funding for this program. 
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7. Engage Berkeley Families and Community to celebrate current arts education 
programming and offer ideas about the future Berkeley Art Hub. 

Commission Representative to the Design Review Committee 

1. Ensure proposed building projects reviewed by DRC comply with the Private Percent for 
Art Ordinance. 

Commission Representatives to the Civic Center Visioning Work Group 

1. Convene monthly meetings to determine, with stakeholder input, the arts and 
cultural uses and associated space needs for the Veterans Memorial Building, 
the Maudelle Shirek Building (Old City Hall), and Martin Luther King Jr. 
Civic Center Park with input from stakeholders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CIVIC CENTER ART EXHIBITION 2019-2020 

First Floor Lobby 

Nicolette Smith 
Oak #2, 2018 
48 x 48 inches 
Mixed Media  
Value  
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