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Civic Arts Commission 
Office of Economic Development 

Civic Arts Commission 

Civic Center Visioning Committee 

Monday, February 22, 2021 at 12:00 p.m. 
 

PUBLIC ADVISORY: THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED EXCLUSIVELY 

THROUGH VIDEOCONFERENCE AND TELECONFERENCE 

 

Pursuant to Section 3 of Executive Order N-29-20, issued by Governor Newsom on March 17, 

2020, this meeting of the Civic Arts Commission will be conducted exclusively through 

teleconference and Zoom videoconference. Please be advised that pursuant to the Executive Order 

and the Shelter-in-Place Order, and to ensure the health and safety of the public by limiting human 

contact that could spread the COVID-19 virus, there will not be a physical meeting location 

available.  

 

To access the meeting remotely: Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device: Please use 

this URL https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89713843527 . If you do not wish for your name to appear on 

the screen, then use the drop down menu and click on "rename" to rename yourself to be 

anonymous. To request to speak, use the “raise hand” icon by rolling over the bottom of the screen. 

To join by phone: Dial 1-669-900-9128 and enter Meeting ID: 897 1384 3527. If you wish to 

comment during the public comment portion of the agenda, Press *9 and wait to be recognized by 

the Chair. 

 

To submit an e-mail comment during the meeting to be read aloud during public comment, email 

civicarts@cityofberkeley.info  with the Subject Line in this format: “PUBLIC COMMENT ITEM 

##.” Please observe a 150 word limit. Time limits on public comments will apply.  

 

Agenda  
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT (for items not on the agenda) 

 

3. CHAIR’S REPORT 
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4. DISCUSSION ITEMS WITH POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

a) Name this group and Arts Hub/Hive, etc. 

 

b) Approve monthly meeting time 

 

c) Work Plan 

 

i. Outcomes 

1. Bond Measure(s) 

2. Seismic Retrofit of Building determined by use 

3. Interior furniture and fixtures 

 

ii. Timeline TBD by Bond Measure(s) 

 

iii. Read and comment on Civic Center Vision Conceptual Design Options by 

Gehl consultants (Attachment 1)  

 

iv. Research other Art Centers  

1. Gehl Report has a few 

2. Assignments to committee members 

3. Invite speakers 

 

v. What do we want to use the building for? 

1. Performing Arts 

2. Visual Arts/Gallery (or in Maudelle Shirek Building) 

3. Classes 

4. Performances (stage is limited) 

5. Other 

 

vi. Who will administer the building? 

1. City (Parks & Rec?) 

2. One-two arts organizations 

3. Private staff 

4. Other 

 

vii. Sustainability of Arts Hub 

1. Financial 

2. Grants needed  

 

5. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Attachments:   

1. Civic Center Conceptual Design from Gehl Plan 

 

    
Staff Contact: 
Jennifer Lovvorn 
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Secretary to the Civic Arts Commission 

Berkeley, CA 94704 

(510) 981-7533 

jlovvorn@cityofberkeley.info  

 

Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or committees are public record and will become part of the 

City’s electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s website. Please note: e-mail addresses, names, 

addresses, and other contact information are not required, but if included in any communication to a City 

board, commission or committee, will become part of the public record. If you do not want your e-mail address 

or any other contact information to be made public, you may deliver communications via U.S. Postal Service or in 

person to the secretary of the relevant board, commission or committee. If you do not want your contact information 

included in the public record, please do not include that information in your communication. Please contact the 

secretary to the relevant board, commission or committee for further information.  

 

Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the Commission regarding any item on this agenda will be 

made available for public inspection at the Civic Arts Office located at 2180 Milvia Street, First Floor, Berkeley, 

CA 94704. 

 

ADA Disclaimer 

To request a disability-related accommodation(s) to participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids or 

services, please contact the Disability Services specialist at 981-6418 (V) or 981-6347 (TDD) at least three 

business days before the meeting date. Please refrain from wearing scented products to this meeting. 

mailto:civicarts@cityofberkeley.info
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Gehl — Making Cities for People

Conceptual Design Options

Veterans Memorial Building

Learning from other 
Arts & Culture Centers

Malonga Casquelourd 
Center for the Arts, 
Oakland

The Malonga Casquelourd Center for the 
Arts is a “multicultural, multidisciplinary 
performing-arts complex” sponsored by 
the city of Oakland. The Malonga Center 
is housed in a rehabilitated turn-of-
the-century building. The center offers 
a variety of arts programs and dance 
classes, as well as has rentable spaces 
for arts events and activities. 

The Malonga Casquelourd Center is 
particularly relevant as a case study as 
its core intent of providing both “physical 
and education activities, as well as 
cultural awareness and enrichment” 
aligns with the values of the community 
of Berkeley as a whole. 
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Conceptual Design Options

Berkeley’s Civic Center Vision

East Bay Performing 
Arts Center, 
Richmond

The East Bay Center for 
Performing Arts, located in 
Richmond, California, is both 
a center for performance arts 
and also a 501(c)(3) charitable 
organization of the same name. It 
serves, “youth and young adults 
in imagining and creating… world 
performance traditions.”   The 
Center is located in a historic 
building; the Winters Building was 
constructed in 1923 as a two-part 
building with commercial use on 
the ground level and a ballroom-
theater above.  The Center is 
primarily supported through donor 
contributions.  

This Center serves as a 
particularly relevant case study for 
the Cultural Hive as both a model 
for the type of organization that 
might innovate and fund a cultural 
center, but also fits the visions 
many Berkeley citizens expressed 
for the intersection of education 
and arts which are both very 
present and active in the Berkeley 
Civic Center neighborhood.  

Work in Progress

DRAFT
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Gehl — Making Cities for People

Conceptual Design Options

A Design Option Alternative

Veterans Memorial 
Building: Performing 
Arts & Culture
Veterans Memorial Building is converted 
into a Center for the Performing Arts 
& Culture (or Cultural Hive) with the 
auditorium and stage as the main 
performance venue and the sizable 
corner rooms as practice spaces and 
small performance venues. The lower 
level houses administration and support 
spaces, storage, and other program 
needs. A new public space could be added 
above the auditorium with a south-facing 
rooftop patio overlooking Civic Center 
Park.

↑ Island in the Sky, Studio Gang, Chicago

↑ Island in the Sky, Studio Gang, Chicago
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Conceptual Design Options

Berkeley’s Civic Center Vision

Performing Arts

Auditorium /Performance Space

Green Space / Outdoor Deck

Rooftop Addition

Performance Space
Event Venue & Deck

Flexible community 
meeting space

Practice/ 
Performance 
rooms

Theater support 
space, catering 
kitchen

Practice/ 
Performance 

rooms

Auditorium

Flexible community 
meeting space

Performance, 
exhibition space

Offices, 
admin

Bar/coffee 
shop

Event 
terrace

Lobby, 
Information

Work in Progress

DRAFT
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Gehl — Making Cities for People

Conceptual Design Options

A Design Option 

2180 Milvia: 
Park Additions & 
Universal Access
As a way to promote activities on the east 
end of Civic Center Park, the existing 
restrooms and storage spaces on the 
west side of 2180 Milvia are replaced with 
larger additions for food and beverage 
service, new restrooms with access right 
at grade.  A new sloped walkway links the 
Park and the 2180 Milvia courtyard, which 
could be covered to create a lobby and 
reception hall. ↑ St Johns Library, Winnipeg, Canada

↑ Palega Recreation Center, San Francisco
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Conceptual Design Options

Berkeley’s Civic Center Vision

Ground Floor: (Park Level)
Food & Beverage

Sequoia Tree

Turtle Fountain

New

Existing

City Offices

Food / Beverage

Gathering Spaces

New Green Space

Café
park levelRestaurant

park level

City Offices

Courtyard

Accessible
entry

Work in Progress

DRAFT
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Gehl — Making Cities for People

Conceptual Design Options

Option B
Anchored by the presence of 
Council Chambers in the Veterans 
Memorial Building, the park is 
defined by a central ceremonial 
plaza and a performance green. A 
pavilion structure celebrates the 
presence of the Berkeley’s Farmers 
Market and invites for temporary, 
and semi-permanent, outdoor 
market space. The Maudelle 
Shirek Building is reconceived as a 
Performing Arts space, supporting 
arts and culture within Berkeley 
Civic Center.
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Conceptual Design Options

Berkeley’s Civic Center Vision

B

Work in Progress

DRAFT
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Gehl — Making Cities for People

Conceptual Design Options

Old City Hall is renovated as the 
Performing Arts & Culture Center. 
Information and perhaps a small café 
occupy the main floor along the central 
corridor with practice rooms and small 
venues on the main and upper floors. The 
ground floor could accommodate support, 
administrative spaces, storage and 
classrooms. As in Option A, the building’s 
original entry is reconfigured for universal 
access.  

B Design Option 

Old City Hall: 
Performing 
Arts & Culture

↑ East Bay Performing Arts Center, Richmond

↑ Malonga Casquelourd Center for the Arts, Oakland
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Conceptual Design Options

Berkeley’s Civic Center Vision

2nd Floor:

Practice Rooms/Classrooms
Small Performance Venues

1st Floor: New Accessible Entry

Lobby / Information
Practice Rooms / Small Venues

Ground Floor:

Classrooms / Practice Rooms
Admin / Storage

Performing Arts

Auditorium /Performance Space

Flexible community 
meeting space

Practice/ 
Performance 
rooms

Practice/ 
Performance 

rooms

Auditorium

Admin, 
storage

Lobby, 
Information

Work in Progress

DRAFT
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Gehl — Making Cities for People

Conceptual Design Options

B Design Option 

Veterans Memorial 
Building: City Offices 
& Council Chambers
Veterans Memorial Building houses a 
meeting hall for council and other public 
entities, select city offices and uses, 
conveniently locating them adjacent to 
other city uses at 1947 Center St and 
across Center Street to 2180 Milvia.

↑ St Johns Library, Winnipeg, Canada

↑ Palega Recreation Center, San Francisco
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Conceptual Design Options

Berkeley’s Civic Center Vision

2nd Floor:

Offices

1st Floor:

Offices 
Council Chambers

Ground Floor:

Offices
Storage

City Offices

Council Chambers

City offices

City offices

Storage, 
City Offices

New Meeting Hall
Council Chambers

Work in Progress

DRAFT
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Gehl — Making Cities for People

Conceptual Design Options

B Design Option 

2180 Milvia: 
Park Additions 

The proposed alterations to 2180 Milvia 
are similar to those in the previous 
scheme (replacing existing storage 
and restrooms) but scaled down with 
remodeled or new additions (replacing 
existing storage and restrooms) such as 
kiosks with food and beverage services 
provided as take-out and with improved 
restrooms.

↑ Food & Beverage Pavilion, Novo Hamburgo, Brazil

↑ Blum Pavilion, Mexico City
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Conceptual Design Options

Berkeley’s Civic Center Vision

Ground Floor: (Park Level)
Cafe / Bookstore
Restaurant

Sequoia Tree

Turtle Fountain

City Offices

Food / Beverage

Gathering Spaces

New

Existing
Small Café

park level

Small Food & 
Beverage
park level

City Offices

Courtyard

Work in Progress

DRAFT
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