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Building Emissions Saving Ordinance
Time of Listing Update

July 1st, 2021



Berkeley’s Ambitious Climate Action Goals



BESO Evaluation & Amendment



BESO Evaluation 2019



BESO Amendment 2020



BESO Amendment Goals

Align BESO with 
Emissions Reduction

& Resilience Goals

Increase upgrades and 
utilization of 

rebate/incentive 
programs

Increase transparency
and information sharing 

in the building sale 
process 

Streamline requirements 
for small and medium 

sized buildings 



Updates to BESO – 2020 Amendment

• Updated purpose and name of BESO to the Building Emissions Saving 
Ordinance

• Changed energy assessment to be due at listing for all buildings less than 
25,000 sq ft

• Shortened deferral period to 6 months

• Disclose the fuel source for all building systems and appliances at time of 
listing in addition to information on electrification requirements/incentives

• Develop energy upgrade requirements for Council consideration



Updated BESO Fees

BESO Fees Previous Starting July 1st

1-4 Units/Single Family Home
Assessment Filing fee $79 $79

Buildings 850-4,999 sqft
Assessment Filing Fee $79 $79

Buildings 5,000-24,999 sqft
Assessment Filing Fee $152 $152

BESO Deferral Fee $48 $110

Administrative Late Fee n/a $85



• Electrification Assessment and fuel source 
disclosure at time of listing

• Electrification Assessment and fuel source 
disclosure at time of listing

• Electrification Assessment and fuel source 
disclosure at time of listing

• Annual Benchmarking (starting 2022)

• Electrification Assessment every 5 years
• Annual Benchmarking

Building Emissions Savings Ordinance

• Assessment at time of sale

• Assessment every 10 years

• Assessment every 10 years

• Assessment every 5 years
• Annual Benchmarking

Homes 1-4 Units

Small Buildings
Up to 15k

Medium Buildings
15k -25k

Large Buildings
25k+

Previous New – Starting July 1st



New BESO Portal



Online BESO Portal (https://BESO.Force.com)



Online BESO Portal

Look-up a building’s 
compliance status in 

real time

Submit BESO 
applications & pay fees 

via Credit Card

Retrieve BESO 
compliance forms & 

download assessments



Using the BESO Portal

Check 
Compliance 

Status Download 
Assessment

Receive 
Compliance 

Form via Email



No Status Listed?

No Status Listed?
Building needs to 

comply with BESO & 
is still eligible for 

deferral



Time of Listing Update



• Starting July 1st, all buildings will 
need to complete a BESO compliance 
path Prior to Listing

• The BESO Assessment or Deferral 
must to be provided to all potential 
buyers in the disclosures

• Maintained the Deferral to Buyer 
option

Time of Listing Process Overview



BESO Compliance Paths

Option 1: 
Complete BESO 

Assessment

Option 2: 
Deferral to 

Buyer

Option 3: 
Building or sale is 

exempt



Time of Listing Process – BESO Assessment

Look-up 
compliance 

status on BESO 
Portal

Hire BESO Assessor 
and schedule 
assessment 

Option 1: Complete BESO Assessment

Submit BESO 
application and 

filing fee

Provide BESO 
Assessment to 

potential 
Buyers

Building Listed on 
MLS

Include Assessment 
and Compliance 

Form with transfer 
documents

1 2 3 4 5

Close of EscrowCompliance Form A 
Emailed to Applicant



Time of Listing Process – Deferral to Buyer

Look-up 
compliance 

status on BESO 
Portal

Option 2: Request Deferral to Buyer

Building Listed on 
MLS

Include FSD and 
Deferral Form with 

transfer 
documents

Submit BESO 
application and 

deferral fee

Provide Fuel Source 
Disclosure (FSD) to 

potential 
buyers

Buyer submits final 
deferral application

(no fee)

1 2 3 4 5

Buyer and Sale Date 
Established

Deferral Form C 
Emailed to Applicant

&
Close of Escrow

Fuel Source 
Disclosure Emailed 

to Applicant



Time of Listing Process - Exemption

Look-up 
compliance 

status on BESO 
Portal

Option 3: Building or Sale is Exempt

Building Listed on 
MLS

Include BESO 
Exemption Form 

with transfer 
documents

Submit BESO 
exemption 
application

1 2 3

Close of Escrow

• Building is <850 sqft

• Building is >25,000 sqft

• Sale of an Attached
Condominium

• Industrial Building or 
Laboratory Exemption 

Confirmation 
Emailed to Applicant



New Deferral Process & Demo



New Deferral to Buyer Process

Shortened deferral period. Deferrals extend assessment requirement 
for 6 months 

BESO fee study conducted and established a new Deferral to Buyer fee of 
$110. Deferrals require additional staff time to process and follow-up with 
building owners.

In lieu of the assessment, a Fuel Source Disclosure must be provided to all 
potential buyers and contains:
• Current energy sources for all major systems/appliances
• An overview and benefits of electrification
• Berkeley’s and California’s electrification goals
• Available incentives/rebates



Go to the BESO Portal & start new application



Input contact & building information



Select “Request Deferral to Buyer” App



Input the energy sources for each system



Pay $110 Deferral Fee



Fuel Source Disclosure Emailed to Applicant



Buyer needs to submit their application

Download 
copy of FSD



Select “Deferral to Buyer (Form C)”



Input sale date and submit application



BESO Deferral Form C Emailed to Buyer



FAQ



• The old Time of Sale process and fees apply
• Buildings will need to complete BESO Assessment or apply for the deferral to 

buyer prior to sale.

• Applying for a Time of Sale Deferral before July 1st

• Submit the BESO Deferral Application $48 filing fee through the Online BESO 
Portal

• Applying for a Time of Sale Deferral after July 1st

• Mail a paper application with a $48 check to the BESO office and provide 
documentation showing that the building was listed prior to July 1st. 

• The BESO Portal will be switching to the new Time of Listing Deferral Process on 
July 1st and will no longer allow the $48 deferral fee.

Properties Listed Before July 1st



• What is considered Listing a Building?
• Listing is defined as any notice for sale by any advertisement, internet posting (i.e. 

Zillow), publicly displayed sign, or through a private database (i.e. Multiple Listing 
Services).

• What if a property is listed without a BESO Assessment or Deferral?
• There will be a two month grace period for the new time of listing process. 
• Starting Sept. 1st an administrative late fee $85 will be imposed. For example, if a title 

company sends in the BESO Deferral Fee and Application it would be $195 ($110 
deferral fee + $85 late fee)

• How do I disclose the BESO Assessment or Fuel Source Disclosure (FSD) 
to Potential Buyers?

• The BESO Assessment or FSD need to be included in the disclosure documents 
provided to potential buyers.

Time of Listing FAQ



• How long does it take to schedule a BESO assessment?
• We maintain a list of Registered BESO assessors that can conduct assessments, 

typically within a few weeks.

• Does BESO require the recommendations to be implemented?
• No, the assessment is a tool for building owners on how to best upgrade their 

building and does not require the recommendations to be implemented.

• How long are BESO Assessments valid for?
• BESO Assessments expire after 5 years as the recommendations and score are no 

longer accurate. 
• If the building is sold again after the assessment has expired the building will need to 

comply with BESO before listing.

Time of Listing FAQ



• What payment methods does the BESO Portal take?
• Only Visa and Mastercard. Amex, Discover and E-Checks are not accepted.

• Where can I find more information on a specific BESO Status?
• https://www.cityofberkeley.info/besosale/ has a list of all statuses and their 

description

• What if the address isn’t listed?
• Confirm that the building is in Berkeley and email the BESO helpdesk. 
• Some buildings have a Berkeley address but pay property taxes to the City of Oakland 

(common in the Claremont Hills). 

• How long does it take for applications to be approved?
• Applications are usually approved with-in 24 hours
• The final deferral to buyer application, to obtain BESO Deferral Form C, is 

automatically approved.

BESO Portal FAQ

https://www.cityofberkeley.info/besosale/


Questions?

BESO HelpDesk
BESO@CityofBerkeley.info
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