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CONSENT CALENDAR 
September 10, 2013 

 
To:  Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

From:  Councilmember Jesse Arreguín 

Subject: Genetically Modified Organism Labeling 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Refer to the City Manager, Community Environmental Advisory Commission and the 
Community Health Commission the issue of Genetically Modified Organism labeling of 
the retail of fresh produce for review and request that they return to City Council with a 
recommendation. Specifically, the Commissions should consider the following issues: 
 

1. Scale of Applicability (e.g. should the policy apply to all grocery retailers 
regardless of size? Should it also apply to value added products (i.e. jams, baked 
goods)? 

2. Home-grown crops that are sold or exchanged by individuals or small groups  
3. Enforcement mechanism: should enforcement be achieved through a Private 

Right of Action or through City monitoring and enforcement?  
4. Labeling: How should fresh produce be labeled –individually or as a group? How 

will retailers determine whether or not produce is a GMO? What if some produce 
cannot be reasonably determined to be a GMO? 

5. Standards of Violation (e.g. good faith, incorrect information provided by 
distributor/producer, etc.) 

 
In addition to these issues, the City Manager and Commissions should review the 
language of 2012's Proposition 37 (attached) for a regulatory framework, and also look 
at other proposed or adopted labeling requirements of other jurisdictions. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) are organisms whose genetic material has 
been altered using genetic engineering techniques; as applied to food and crops, new 
traits are genetically inserted into plants and animals that do not naturally occur within 
their species. Some examples include corn that have been modified with genes from 
special bacteria in order for the corn to produce its own insecticide, or farmed Atlantic 
salmon that has been modified with genes from Ocean Pout to boost growth hormones, 
thereby allowing for faster growth and harvesting. 
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The subject of GMOs has engendered controversy and ongoing disputes over the costs 
and benefits of genetic modification to improve yields and its potential to adversely 
impact health, the environment, biodiversity, and market dynamics. Last fall, California 
initiated a statewide discussion about GMOs with Proposition 37, which would have 
required the labeling of genetically modified foods; the measure narrowly failed last fall 
after millions were spent to defeat the measure by many of the largest multi-national 
agro-businesses, such as Monsanto.  
 
Though California would have been the first State to enact such labeling requirements, 
the European Union, Japan, China, Australia and New Zealand, among others, have 
already mandated GMO labeling on produce that exceed a certain genetically modified 
threshold. Currently, a bill to require GMO labeling has passed the Connecticut 
Legislature and awaits their Governor’s signature, who has pledged to sign it into law. 
 
Though Proposition 37 may not have passed, Berkeley has always been on the 
forefront of progressive policies that protect the health of its residents and the 
environment. Its adoption of a GMO labeling requirement will not only provide more 
information to promote better choices locally, but it can serve as an opportunity for other 
communities to join together in adopting GMO labeling requirements, leading the way 
for a state requirement to ensure that all Californians have the right to know about their 
food. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
Unkown; some staff time required. 
 
CONTACT PERSON: 
Jesse Arreguin, Councilmember, District 4  981-7140 
 
Attachments: 
1. Text of Proposition 37 












