
Sophie Hahn
Councilmember District 5

2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-7150 ● TDD: (510) 981-6903
E-Mail: shahn@cityofberkeley.info

    CONSENT CALENDAR
July 27, 2021

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

From: Councilmember Sophie Hahn 

SUBJECT: Appointment of Beverly Greene to the Board of Library Trustees

RECOMMENDATION
Adopt a Resolution appointing Beverly Greene to the Board of Library Trustees (“BOLT”) for a 
term of four years beginning August 31, 2021.1

FISCAL IMPACTS OF RECOMMENDATION 
No fiscal impacts. 

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS
At the July 7, 2021 regular meeting of the Board of Library Trustees, Trustees voted 
unanimously to recommend that the City Council appoint Beverly Greene for a 4-year term on 
the Board. 

BACKGROUND 
Pursuant to Section 30 of the Charter of the City of Berkeley, “[f]ive Library Trustees shall be 
appointed and may be removed by a vote of five members of the Council.”  BMC Section 
3.04.010 further provides that “[t]he term of office of the members of the board shall be four (4) 
years.”  In addition, it is traditional that BOLT formally recommends to the City Council a preferred 
candidate for appointment. 

The process BOLT undertakes to identify and recommend a candidate is to broadly promote the 
Board vacancy to the general public, review questionnaire responses, interview all candidates at 
a public meeting or meetings, and vote to recommend an applicant to the City Council for 
appointment. The current vacancy was created when a BOLT member’s first four-year term 
ended on April 3, 2021and they did not seek reappointment for a second term. The vacancy 
was widely publicized and the City Clerk’s Office of the City of Berkeley received 27 applications 
from interested candidates by the June 1, 2021 deadline, indicating a record high level of 
community interest in serving our libraries as a Trustee. 19 applicants were interviewed at BOLT 
Special Meetings on June 14 and June 21, 2021. The remainder of applicants either withdrew 
their applications or declined to be interviewed. At the July 7, 2021 regular BOLT meeting 
Trustees discussed the candidates, noting the many generous, highly qualified individuals who 
applied and were interviewed. 

1 The BOLT resolution recommended September 15th, 2021 as the start date for the term. The change to 
August 31st, 2021 in this Resolution is to allow the new Trustee to participate in the next BOLT meeting 
which takes place on September 1, 2021.
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After thoughtful consideration, BOLT voted to approve Resolution No. R21-104 (Attachment 2), 
unanimously recommending that the City Council appoint the preferred candidate, Beverly 
Greene, to the Board of Library Trustees. 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 
Not applicable.

RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION 
The City Council needs to appoint a new Trustee for a 4-year term to fill the current vacancy, 
fulfilling the Charter requirement that the Board consist of five members. Beverly Greene has 
been unanimously recommended by the BOLT and exceeds the stated qualifications and 
experience desired in a Trustee, including (1) a demonstrated commitment to equity, diversity 
and inclusion, (2) executive leadership, business, financial and administrative skills, (3) 
leadership experience in community-based, non-profit, or government agencies, and (4) strong 
public library advocacy and a passion for lifelong learning and community engagement.  

ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED 
None.

CONTACT PERSON 
Sophie Hahn, Berkeley City Council District 5 and Trustee, Board of Library Trustees
510-981-7150

Attachments: 
1. Resolution to Appoint Beverly Greene to the Board of Library Trustees 
2. Board of Library Trustees Resolution No. R21-104 
3. Beverly Greene BOLT application 
4. BOLT Selection Criteria Summary
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RESOLUTION NO. ##,###-N.S. 
APPOINTMENT OF BEVERLY GREENE TO THE BOARD OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES 

WHEREAS, the Board of Library Trustees consists of five members appointed by the City 
Council to serve four-year terms; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Library Trustees currently has an open position to be filled by the City 
Council; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Library Trustees undertook a robust recruitment effort to identify a 
candidate to recommend for appointment by the City Council to fill the current opening on the 
Board; and 

WHEREAS, at a regular meeting of the Board of Library Trustees on July 7, 2021, the Trustees 
voted unanimously to recommend Beverly Greene be appointed to the Board of Library 
Trustees to serve a four-year term; and 

WHEREAS, Beverly Green exceeds the qualifications, experience, and passion for public 
libraries desired in a Library Trustee. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Berkeley that Beverly 
Greene be appointed to a four-year term on the Board of Library Trustees beginning on August 
31, 2021.
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BOARD OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES 

RESOLUTION NO: R21-104 

_RECOMMENDATION TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BERKELEY 

REGARDING THE PREFERRED CANDIDATE TO FILL THE TRUSTEE VACANCY 

ON SEPTEMBER 15, 2021 ON THE BOARD OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES 

WHEREAS, Trustee Hunts' first four year term ended on April 3, 2017; and 

WHEREAS, during the April 7, 2021 meeting of the Board of Library Trustees, the Board instructed staff to 

begin solicitation for applications to fill the upcoming vacancy; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Library Trustees directed staff to issue a press release, advertise on website, at all 

library locations, in newsletter, and as an insert with City Councilmember communications to constituents. 

WHEREAS, the City Clerk's Office of the City of Berkeley received 27 applications from interested parties; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Library Trustees interviewed 19 of the applicants during the special meetings on June 

14 and June 21, 2021; and 

WHEREAS, the Board recommends Council set the conditions for this appointment as a 4-year term with the 

effective dates of September 15, 2021 to September 14, 2025. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Library Trustees of the City of Berkeley recommends 

to the City Council of the City of Berkeley that the preferred candidate, Beverly Greene, be appointed to 

the Board of Library Trustees beginning September 15, 2021. 

ADOPTED by the Board of Library Trustees of the City of Berkeley during a regular meeting held on July 7, 

2021. 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTENTIONS: 

Trustees Davenport, Hahn, Roth and Selawsky 

none 

none 

none 

Serving as Secretary to the Board of Library Trustee 
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