
Susan Wengraf
Councilmember District 6

CONSENT CALENDAR
May 31, 2022

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Councilmember Wengraf (Author) Councilmember Taplin (Co-sponsor), 
Councilmember Hahn (Co-Sponsor)

Subject: Support for SB-1076 Lead-based paint (Archuleta)

RECOMMENDATION
Send a letter of support to Senator Archuleta for his proposed legislation: SB-1076 
Lead-based paint, with a copy to Nancy Skinner.  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
None.

BACKGROUND
Berkeley has old housing stock in neighborhoods throughout the city. Housing built 
before 1978 may contain lead paint. Exposure to lead can seriously harm a child’s 
health, including damage to the brain and nervous system, slowed growth and 
development, learning and behavior problems, and hearing and speech issues. Children 
from low-income households and those who live in housing built prior to 1978 are at the 
greatest risk of lead exposure. 

Lead-based paint was used in over 38 million homes in the U.S. until it was banned 
from residential use in 1978.  As a result, 7.8 million homes in California that were built 
before 1978 are considered at high risk of lead contamination.   Renovation, repair and 
painting projects disturb surfaces covered in lead-based paint and create lead-
contaminated dust that endangers residents young and old, and workers repairing the 
building.   Lead is harmful to children and adults, though children under the age of six 
years old are most vulnerable to lead poisoning.  Lead can affect children’s developing 
brains and nervous systems, causing reduced IQ, learning disabilities, and behavioral 
problems with life-long impacts.  Lead poisoning in adults can cause high blood 
pressure and reproductive harm.  Lead poisoning can also cause premature birth and 
miscarriage.  

 Low-income communities of color are exposed to lead at higher rates due to lack of 
access to affordable housing in good repair.  In Los Angeles County, for example, 85% 
of elevated blood lead levels in children under six years of age are Latinos.  Workers 
doing painting, remodeling and repair are also at high risk of exposure, as are their 
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families, because dust contaminated with lead may be tracked in to homes from work 
clothes and shoes.    

 While California’s lead protection laws and the federal Renovation and Repair Program 
(RRP) complement each other in many ways, subtle differences and inconsistencies 
between the two make the regulatory framework confusing.  Renovators and 
contractors have to figure out how to deal with the inconsistencies on their own, and as 
a consequence, they can easily, and unintentionally, violate both California or federal 
lead laws.   Federal enforcement of the RRP is also lacking.  Only a few federal 
employees are assigned to a multi-state region to enforce the RRP’s requirements, and 
most federal enforcement efforts target large, or high-profile contractors -- not the 
typical contractors performing renovations and repairs in local neighborhoods.   The 
solution to this confusing situation is to align state and federal lead laws so that the 
state of California can assume management and enforcement of the RRP.  Such 
alignment would also allow the state to recoup certification fees that are currently paid 
to the US Treasury, and use those revenues to fund programs and enforcement 
activities. 

SB 1076 (Archuleta), is a bill that addresses the confusing inconsistencies in current 
regulations and aims to coordinate state and federal training and certification 
requirements for lead safe work practices. If SB 1076 passes, California would also 
assume management of the Lead Renovation, Repair, and Painting (RRP) program.    

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
Lead-based paint chips and dust blow into soil, contaminating any food grown in the soil 
as well as the dirt itself. Contaminated soils are also toxic for animal life, streams and 
the run off into the bay. This legislation would reduce the distressing consequences lead 
paint continues to have on our environment. 

CONTACT PERSON
Councilmember Wengraf Council District 6 510-981-7160

Attachments: 
1: Letter
2: SB-1076 Lead-based paint
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May 31, 2022

The Honorable Bob Archuleta
California State Senate
1021 O Street, Suite 6720
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB-1076 Lead-based paint
Support from the Berkeley City Council

Dear Senator Archuleta,

Thank you for your proposed legislation, SB-1076, to help reduce lead poisoning. The 
City of Berkeley has concentrations of old housing stock with lead-based paint in 
neighborhoods throughout the city. As you know, exposure to lead can seriously harm a 
child’s health, including damage to the brain and nervous system, slowed growth and 
development, learning and behavior problems, and hearing and speech issues. Children 
from low-income households and those who live in housing built before 1978 are at the 
greatest risk of lead exposure. As Councilmembers charged with protecting the health 
and safety of our residents, we are committed to working towards zero lead-paint 
contact for everyone.

The City of Berkeley is in full support of SB-1076. It is a bill that addresses confusing 
inconsistencies in current regulations that are currently reducing regulation compliance. 
SB-1076 would coordinate state and federal training and certification requirements for 
lead safe work practices. Your bill would also allow California to assume management 
of the Lead Renovation, Repair, and Painting (RRP) program. SB-1076 is a bill that 
reduces lead poisoning.

In support,

The Berkeley City Council

cc: 
State Senator Nancy Skinner
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