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Susan Wengraf
Councilmember District 6

CONSENT CALENDAR
September 28, 2021

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Councilmember Wengraf (Author), Councilmember Hahn (Co-Sponsor),

Councilmember Taplin (Co-Sponsor), Councilmember Droste (Co-Sponsor)

Subject: Amending BMC Section 14.56.040 to reduce the commercial weight limit on
Marin Ave

RECOMMENDATION

Adopt first reading of an Ordinance amending Berkeley Municipal Code (BMC) Section
14.56.040 to reduce the commercial vehicle weight limit from four tons gross weight to
three tons gross weight on Marin Avenue between Grizzly Peak Boulevard and The
Marin Fountain Circle.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

Staff time and sign replacement. Expense covered by approved FY 2022 funding
allocation for “Traffic Control Mitigations to Protect Pedestrian Access to Cragmont
Elementary School”.

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS

Reducing the commercial vehicle weight limit on Marin Ave between Grizzly Peak
Boulevard and The Marin Fountain Circle will make Marin Avenue safer to walk on,
drive on and live on. Marin Avenue is the steepest street in the City of Berkeley; one of
the steepest in the entire Bay Area. Accidents on Marin Ave involving failed brakes and

other mechanical failures have resulted in deaths, severe injuries and property damage'.

The heavier a vehicle the greater potential for catastrophic results from an accident.

On May 11, 2021, at approximately 1:40 PM, a driver of a sedan and his passenger
died in a collision with a telephone pole. A second vehicle was impacted in the collision
with injuries to the driver. A parked car was also hit. The reason for the accident is still
under investigation but speculated to be some sort of mechanical failure. Cragmont
Elementary students and parents were traumatized by witnessing the out of control car
and hearing the resulting crash. Had the car been a high tonnage commercial vehicle
the results would likely have been even more disastrous.

Councilmember Wengraf and Transportation staff participated in a Community Town
Hall on Marin Ave Safety, hosted by the Cragmont School PTA on May 26, 2021. This

item is a result of discussion and consideration of steps to improve safety on Marin Ave.

The recent tragic deaths along with years of concern over traffic safety on Marin Ave
bring this recommendation to Council.
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BACKGROUND

The commercial vehicle weight limit for the upper section of Marin Ave, between The
Marin Fountain Circle and Grizzly Peak Blvd. was set at four tons in 1957 and has
remained unchanged. Weight limits were not set again in Berkeley until 1992 (BMC
14.56.050) when five-ton vehicle weight limits were set for sections of collector streets
Gilman, Hopkins, The Alameda and MLK Jr. Way. In 2000 the passage of Ordinance
No. 6535 — N.S. created a designated truck route system for commercial vehicles
exceeding seven tons (BMC 14.56.060). It wasn’t until 2004 that the City Council once
again addressed commercial vehicle traffic on residential streets with the passage of
Ordinance No. 6799 — N.S., which added BMC 14.56.070, and limited commercial
vehicle weight limits to three tons on sections of 46 different streets. Marin Ave remains
the only residential street in Berkeley with a four-ton weight limit.

Currently, Marin Ave remains the only residential street in Berkeley with a four-ton
weight limit.

Marin Avenue is a major thoroughfare for entry and exit from 1-80 to all of North
Berkeley. It is also a residential street where residents walk up, down and across for
exercise and pleasure. As mentioned, Cragmont Elementary School is located on Marin
where students, parents and staff walk and cross the street to get to and from school,
daily.

Reducing the commercial vehicle weight limit on Marin Avenue between Grizzly Peak
Boulevard and The Marin Fountain Circle is consistent with the City’s Vision Zero
strategy to eliminate all traffic fatalities and severe injuries while increasing safe, healthy
and equitable mobility for all. Vison Zero has designated lower Marin Ave, below Spruce
street, as one of the City’s “High Injury Streets” (16% of the City’s streets) where 91% of
severe and fatal collisions occurred between 2008 and 2018. While the latest fatal
collision on Marin Avenue occurred on lower Marin, the car’s speed began to get out of
control in the steep, weight limited section of Marin, above Cragmont Elementary.
Reducing the commercial vehicle weight limit on Marin Ave by one ton will make Marin
Avenue safer for all.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
Safer streets encourage lower emission forms of transportation such as walking, biking
and use of public transportation.

CONTACT PERSON
Councilmember Wengraf Council District 6 510-981-7160

Attachments:
1: Ordinance
2: Commercial Vehicle Weight Limit Map
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ORDINANCE NO. -N.S.

AMENDING BERKELEY MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION 14.56.040, PROHIBITING THE
OPERATION OF COMMERCIAL VEHICLES ON MARIN AVENUE BETWEEN
GRIZZLY PEAK BOULEVARD AND THE CIRCLE EXCEEDING FOUR TONS GROSS
VEHICLE WEIGHT

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Berkeley as follows:

Section 1. That subsection A of Section 14.56.040 of the Berkeley Municipal Code is
amended to read as follows:

A. ltis unlawful for any person to operate any commercial vehicle over three tons
gross weight on Marin Avenue between Grizzly Peak Boulevard and The Marin
Fountain Circle. Provided, however, that this section shall not apply to any commercial
vehicle using said street when necessary for the purpose of making pickups or
deliveries of goods, wares and merchandise from or to any building or structure located
on said portion of Marin Avenue or for the purpose of delivering materials to be used in
the actual and bona fide repair, alteration, remodeling or construction of any building or
structure upon such portion of Marin Avenue for which a building permit has previously
been obtained therefore, providing the operator of said commercial vehicle enters and
leaves said portion of Marin Avenue by the cross street either above or below the point
of pickup or delivery. Provided, further, that this section shall not apply to any vehicle
owned by a public utility while necessarily in use in the construction, installation or
repair of any public utility. (Ord. 6799-NS § 1 (part), 2004: Ord. 3600-NS § 1, 1957)

B. The prohibitions established herein shall not be effective until appropriate signs
are erected indicating the streets affected by this section. (Ord. 6526-NS § 1, 2000: Ord.
6508-NS § 1, 1999: Ord. 6426-NS § 1, 1998: Ord. 6351-NS § 1, 1996: Ord. 6265-NS §
1, 1994: Ord. 6102-NS § 1, 1992)

Section 2. Copies of this Ordinance shall be posted for two days prior to adoption in the
display case located near the walkway in front of Council Chambers, 2134 Martin Luther
King Jr. Way. Within 15 days of adoption, copies of this Ordinance shall be filed at each
branch of the Berkeley Public Library and the title shall be published in a newspaper of
general circulation.
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ICITY OF BERKELEY
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS S

Transportation Division

RESTRICTED MOVEMENT OF TRUCKS
— 3 Ton Prohibition
+—4 Ton Prohibition
& Ton Prehibition
“— Prehibition of Commercial WVehicles (PCV)

— Designated Truck Route (Over T Tons)
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i hitps://www.berkeleyside.org/2021/05/13/fatal-crash-revives-traffic-safety-concerns-for-berkeley-hills-
neighbors
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