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SUPPLEMENTAL 3 

AGENDA MATERIAL 
 
Meeting Date:   September 28, 2021 
Item Number:   18 
Item Description:   Lease Agreement with Motorola Solutions for Public Safety 

Radios  
Supplemental/Revision Submitted By: Councilmember Harrison 
“Good of the City” Analysis: 
The analysis below must demonstrate how accepting this supplement/revision is for the “good of 
the City” and outweighs the lack of time for citizen review or evaluation by the Council. 

 
Councilmember Harrison’s office was provided with the City’s current unwritten policy 
with respect to encrypted public safety radio transmissions on September 28, 2021 
after the deadline for submitting Supplemental 1 or 2 material. 
 
The City’s current policy is to only use encrypted public safety radio transmissions 
during tactical operations.   
 
Given that the Lease Agreement with Motorola Solutions for Public Safety Radios 
includes the procurement of new radios that feature encryption capabilities, which 
could have significant First Amendment and transparency implications, it is in the 
public interest to establish a written policy at the Council level codifying current 
practices and ensuring that the news media and public continue to have access to 
unencrypted radio transmissions.  
 
The attached motion would establish a written policy that all City public safety radio 
transmissions unrelated to Special Response Team operations and transmissions 
related to Criminal Justice Information (CJI) and Personally Identifiable Information 
(PII) in connection with the California Law Enforcement Telecommunications System 
(CLETS) and pursuant to California Department of Justice (CA DOJ) Information 
Bulletin No. 20-09-CJIS, shall be unencrypted and thereby transmittable to the news 
media and public through scanners or other relevant technology.  
 

 
Consideration of supplemental or revised agenda material is subject to approval by a 

two-thirds vote of the City Council. (BMC 2.06.070) 



 
A minimum of 42 copies must be submitted to the City Clerk for distribution at the Council 
meeting.  This completed cover page must accompany every copy. 
 
Copies of the supplemental/revised agenda material may be delivered to the City Clerk 
Department by 12:00 p.m. the day of the meeting.  Copies that are ready after 12:00 p.m. 
must be delivered directly to the City Clerk at Council Chambers prior to the start of the 
meeting. 
 

Supplements or Revisions submitted pursuant to BMC § 2.06.070 may only be revisions of 
the original report included in the Agenda Packet. 

 







It is the policy of the Berkeley City Council that the City of Berkeley, including the Berkeley 
Police Department and Berkeley Fire Department, shall only use encrypted public safety radio 
transmissions during Special Response Team operations or to transmit Criminal Justice 
Information and Personally Identifiable Information related to the California Law Enforcement 
Telecommunications System and pursuant to California Department of Justice Information 
Bulletin No. 20-09-CJIS. In accordance with the First Amendment and in spirit of transparency, 
all other public safety radio transmissions shall be unencrypted and thereby transmittable to 
the news media and public through scanners or other relevant technology.  
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