
Gehl — Making Cities for People

Recommendations

The heart of Berkeley 
The Civic heart of Berkeley is green, 
inviting, lively, human-scaled. A new 
lease of life is given to its historic 
buildings, and additions to these 
structures provide much needed 
government and community meeting 
spaces, places for performing arts 
and arts education. The Cultural 
Hive is a bridge between the 
Berkeley High School and the Arts 
District. Civic Center Park is a 
place for civic events and everyday 
interactions — lunch, play, outdoor 
classrooms, meetings with friends, 
picnics, birthday parties, tai chi, 
community gardening. Civic Center 
is part of Downtown and part of a 
neighborhood — it’s your space.

Potential for Maudelle 
Shirek Building 
extension, program TBD
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Berkeley’s Civic Center Vision

Note: Diagram is illustrative and conceptual. It is 
not representative of architectural expression. 

Work in Progress

DRAFT
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Site Sections

The Berkeley Center

New City HallThe Cultural Hive

section A

section B

Arts
Plaza

Turtle 
Garden

Playscapes

Potential 
Extension

Greenspaces
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Berkeley’s Civic Center Vision

New City Hall

Café

The Cultural Hive

A

C
B

section C

hidden shown

Performance 
Plaza

Café

Council
Chambers

behind

Turtle 
Garden

Front
Porch

Council 
Chambers

Covered 
Courtyard

Work in Progress

DRAFT
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Program Overview

Maudelle Shirek BuildingMLK Jr. Civic Center Park 

The Berkeley Center The Park

Performance 
Space

Monument 
Sculpture & 
Public Art

Civic 
Gathering  

Space

Neighborhood 
Park 

Play spaces

Food & 
Beverage

Farmers 
Market

Small 
Scale Retail 
(cafe, bookshop, 
“museum” store)

Officespace 
for tenant 

TBD (historical, 
educational, 

nonprofit)

The 
Berkeley 
Historical 

Society

Archives & 
Storage

Flexible, 
rent-able 

meeting and 
event space
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