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ACTION CALENDAR
March 17, 2020

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Dee Williams-Ridley, City Manager

Subject: Ratification of Recommendations Issued by the Director of Emergency 
Services and the Public Health Officer Regarding Meetings of Legislative 
Bodies

RECOMMENDATION
Adopt a Resolution ratifying the recommendations issued by the Director of Emergency 
Services and the Public Health Officer regarding meetings of Berkeley legislative bodies 
in response to the COVID-19 (Novel Coronavirus) pandemic.

FISCAL IMPACTS OF RECOMMENDATION
None.

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS
On March 12, 2020 the Director of Emergency Services presented a set of 
recommendations to the Agenda & Rules Committee regarding the conduct of business 
by legislative bodies of the City of Berkeley.  The recommendations were effective and 
operationalized on March 12, 2020.  These recommendations were developed in 
accordance with the Health Officer’s guidance on mass gatherings (Attachment 2) to 
mitigate the spread of COVID-19 in the community by suspending meetings of some 
legislative bodies and utilizing social distancing and technology at meetings that must 
be held to complete time-sensitive, legally mandated business.  The Board of Library 
Trustees and the Rent Stabilization Board are not subject to these specific 
recommendations and may develop protocols for their conduct of business.

The Agenda & Rules Committee took the following action regarding the 
recommendations. 

Action: M/S/C (Hahn/Wengraf) to recommend to the City Council to acknowledge the 
City Manager’s authority as the Director of Emergency Services to take specific actions 
regarding the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) pandemic; endorsing the actions described 
below; and requesting that the actions taken be presented to the City Council on March 
17, 2020 for acknowledgement and ratification. 
Vote: Ayes – Wengraf, Hahn, Arreguin; Noes – None; Abstain – None; Absent – None.
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The recommendations issued include:

Boards & Commissions
Implementing a 60-day suspension of most commission meetings.  Certain 
commissions with time-sensitive, legally mandated business to complete may 
hold a meeting if approved by the Director of Emergency Services.  The City may 
consider teleconferencing for these commissions, if feasible.  The full list of 
Commissions is incorporated into the resolution in Attachment 1.  The 
suspension will be re-evaluated at the Agenda & Rules Committee meeting on 
April 13, 2020.

City Council Policy Committees
The Agenda & Rules Committee and the Budget & Finance Committee may 
continue to meet to fulfill their legislative and advisory responsibilities.  All other 
Policy Committees (Facilities, Infrastructure, Transportation, Environment & 
Sustainability, Public Safety, Land Use, Housing & Economic Development, and 
Health, Life Enrichment Equity & Community) are suspended indefinitely.  The 
120-day deadline to consider an item will be tolled during the suspension of 
business.

City Council
For City Council meetings, the City will continue to advise and implement social 
distancing by limiting the capacity of the Council Chambers, providing an 
overflow room, attempting to limit the duration of the meeting, only conducting 
essential business, and limiting or suspending ceremonial items.  The City will 
adhere to and implement the provisions of the Governor’s Executive Order #N-
25-20 (Attachment 3) related to the Brown Act and the utilization of technology 
to facilitate participation.

As conditions change and additional measures become warranted, new 
recommendations may be issued.

This action advances our Strategic Plan goal of creating a resilient, safe, connected, 
and prepared city.

BACKGROUND
COVID-19 is a respiratory disease which has now spread to the United States.  It is mild 
for most people, but can cause severe illness and result in death for some. Older adults 
and people with chronic medical conditions, such as heart disease or diabetes, have the 
greatest risk of becoming severely ill.  There is no vaccine and no medications 
approved to treat COVID-19 at this time.

The City activated the Emergency Operations Center in January 2020 to coordinate 
response and prepare for a potential outbreak. Public Health staff have been and 
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continue to work closely with regional, state, and federal officials to protect our 
community as the City responds to this developing situation.

Berkeley Public Health now has two cases, including oversight of a COVID-19 patient 
who was brought to a regional hospital from the Grand Princess Cruise Ship. Though 
we do not have any laboratory-confirmed cases of community spread of COVID-19 in 
Berkeley or Alameda County, the City is taking proactive measures to limit that 
occurrence.

COVID-19 spreads from person to person, mainly through coughs and sneezes of 
infected people or between people who are in close contact.

The most important thing members of the community can do is to practice everyday 
healthy behaviors that prevent the spread of germs.

 Wash hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.
 Don't touch your face with unwashed hands.
 Use alcohol based hand sanitizer when soap and water aren't available. Look for 

one with at least 60% alcohol.
 Avoid contact with people who are sick.

These actions don't just protect individuals. They help keep our whole community safe, 
especially our most vulnerable residents, by slowing the spread of the disease.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
There are no identifiable environmental effects associated with the proposed 
recommendation.

RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION
This action to ratify the recommendations previously issued by the Director of 
Emergency Services and the Public Health Officer is being brought forward based on 
the action taken by the Agenda & Rules Committee on March 12, 2020.

ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED
None.

CONTACT PERSON
Dee Williams-Ridley, City Manager, (510) 981-7000

Attachments: 
1: Resolution
2: Health Officer’s Guidance on Mass Gatherings
3: Governor’s Executive Order #N-25-20
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RESOLUTION NO. ##,###-N.S.

RATIFYING THE RECOMMENDATIONS ISSUED BY THE DIRECTOR OF 
EMERGENCY SERVICES AND THE PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICER REGARDING 
MEETINGS OF BERKELEY LEGISLATIVE BODIES IN RESPONSE TO THE COVID-19 
(NOVEL CORONAVIRUS) PANDEMIC

WHEREAS, on March 3, 2020, pursuant to Berkeley Municipal Code section 2.88.040,   
the City Manager, serving as the Director of Emergency Services, proclaimed the 
existence of a local emergency; and

WHEREAS, the proclamation was warranted by virtue of the extreme peril to the safety 
of persons and property in the City caused by pandemic in the form of the global spread 
of a severe acute respiratory illness caused by a novel (new) coronavirus (“COVID-19”), 
including confirmed cases in California and the San Francisco Bay Area, and presumed 
cases in Alameda County prompting the County to declare a local health emergency; and

WHEREAS, the proclamation of the Director of Emergency Services was ratified by the 
City Council on March 10, 2020; and

WHEREAS, the continued spread of COVID-19 and increase in community 
transmission cases in surrounding counties warrant further measures be taken by the 
City to protect the community; and

WHEREAS, the Public Health Officer has issued guidelines for limiting mass gatherings; 
and 

WHEREAS, certain limitations on the meetings of legislative bodies in the City of 
Berkeley is warranted; and 

WHEREAS, the continued essential functions of the City and certain legislative bodies 
must continue for time-sensitive, legally mandated actions; and

WHEREAS, the Director of Emergency Services presented recommendations to the 
Agenda & Rules Committee on March 12, 2020 regarding the meetings of legislative 
bodies; and

WHEREAS, the Agenda & Rules Committee recommended that said recommendations 
be forwarded to the City Council for acknowledgement and ratification.

. 
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Berkeley that the 
following recommendations issued by the Director of Emergency Services and the Public 
Health Officer regarding limitations and practices for legislative bodies of the City of 
Berkeley are hereby acknowledged and ratified:

Section 1. Boards and Commissions
Commissions listed below may continue to meet only if they have time-sensitive, legally 
mandated business to complete, as determined by the Director of Emergency Services.  
The City may consider teleconferencing for these commissions, if feasible.

Design Review Committee
Fair Campaign Practices Commission
Housing Advisory Commission (limited to quasi-judicial activities)
Joint Subcommittee on the Implementation of State Housing Laws
Landmarks Preservation Commission
Open Government Commission
Personnel Board
Planning Commission
Police Review Commission
Zoning Adjustments Board

Commissions in Category B shall not meet for a period of 60 days. This will be re-
evaluated at the Agenda & Rules Committee meeting on April 13, 2020.  A Commission 
in Category B may convene a meeting if it has time-sensitive, legally-mandated 
business to complete, as determined by the Director of Emergency Services.  

Category B
Animal Care Commission
Cannabis Commission
Civic Arts Commission
Children, Youth, and Recreation Commission
Commission on Aging
Commission on Disability
Commission on Labor
Commission on the Status of Women
Community Environmental Advisory Commission
Community Health Commission
Disaster and Fire Safety Commission
Elmwood Business Improvement District Advisory Board
Energy Commission
Homeless Commission
Homeless Services Panel of Experts
Housing Advisory Commission 
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Human Welfare and Community Action Commission
Measure O Bond Oversight Committee
Mental Health Commission
Parks and Waterfront Commission
Peace and Justice Commission
Public Works Commission
Solano Avenue Business Improvement District Advisory Board
Sugar-Sweetened Beverage Product Panel of Experts
Transportation Commission
Youth Commission
Zero Waste Commission
Loan Administration Board

Section 2. City Council Policy Committees
The Agenda & Rules Committee and the Budget & Finance Committee may continue to 
meet to fulfill their legislative and advisory responsibilities.  All other Policy Committees 
(Facilities, Infrastructure, Transportation, Environment & Sustainability, Public Safety, 
Land Use, Housing & Economic Development, and Health, Life Enrichment Equity & 
Community) are suspended indefinitely.  The 120-day deadline to consider an item will 
be tolled during the suspension of business.

Section 3. City Council
For City Council meetings, the City will continue to advise and implement social 
distancing by limiting the capacity of the Council Chambers, providing an overflow room, 
attempting to limit the duration of the meeting, only conducting essential business, and 
limiting or suspending ceremonial items.  The City will adhere to and implement the 
provisions of the Governor’s Executive Order #N-25-20 related to the Brown Act and the 
utilization of technology to facilitate participation.
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City of Berkeley Health Officer guidance on mass gatherings  

As the City of Berkeley’s Health Officer, I urge that people in Berkeley, especially older adults or 

those with chronic diseases, take steps to limit attendance at mass gatherings in an effort to 

slow the spread of COVID-19 cases. 

I am also recommending that event organizers postpone or cancel non-essential mass 

gatherings and large community events where large numbers of people are within arm’s length 

of one another. I especially urge cancellation or postponement of mass gatherings intended for 

older adults and those with chronic health conditions. This does not include typical office 

environments, stores, school, colleges, or universities. 

These measures are for everyone to take, and they help the unprecedented efforts of public 

health workers to slow the spread. 

While I am providing public health guidance for the City of Berkeley, individuals with personal 

health care questions should contact their provider. 

Each of us has a role to play in limiting the spread of COVID-19. That starts with personal 

hygiene. Understanding how you can limit participation in mass gatherings is the next step. 

In Berkeley, we are still relatively early in the spread of COVID-19. I anticipate that more 

changes will be needed in the weeks and months to come. 

Dr. Lisa Hernandez 

City of Berkeley Health Officer 

Recommendations for high-risk groups 
 

Health Officer Guidance for those in high-risk categories 
Stay away from crowded social gatherings as much as possible, such as parades, conferences, 

sporting events, and concerts where large numbers of people are within arm’s length of one 

another. 

Definition of high-risk categories 
 

• People over 60 years-old, with risk escalating with age. Those over age 80 are 

in the highest risk group. 

• Regardless of age, people with underlying health conditions, including 

cardiovascular disease, severely weakened immune systems, diabetes, cancer, 

heart disease, or chronic lung diseases like COPD. 

 

See recommendations for organizers on next page.    
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Recommendations for organizers of mass gatherings 
 

Cancelling non-essential events 

• At this time, we recommend postponing or canceling non-essential mass 

gatherings and large community events where large numbers of people are 

within arm’s length of one another. 

• Cancel or postpone mass gatherings intended for older adults and those with 

chronic health conditions. 

• They do not include typical office environments, stores, school, colleges, or 

universities. 

Non-essential means events or meetings that are not critical for operations of business or 

entity. At this time, organizations have discretion to determine essential functions. 

Factors when considering event cancellation or postponement: 
 

• Size: Smaller is better. The risk of getting the virus increases as the size of the 

crowd increases. 

• Duration: Shorter is better. The risk of getting the virus increases as the 

duration of the event increases (e.g., a 2-hour meeting is lower risk than a 2-day 

conference). 

• Density: Risk of getting the virus increases in crowded settings. If the venue or 

setting doesn’t enable people to keep social distance (more than arm’s length 

of one another), the risk of spreading the virus increases. People should avoid 

crowded places where large numbers of people are within arm’s length of one 

another. 

• Geographic reach: Mixing of people across regions, states, and countries 

At events you can’t cancel 
 

• Urge anyone who is sick to not attend. 

• Encourage those who are at higher risk for serious illness to not attend. 

• Try to find ways to give people more physical space so that they aren’t in close contact 

as much as possible. 

• Encourage attendees to follow good hygiene, such as: 

o Washing their hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap 

and water are not available, alcohol-based hand sanitizer can be used. 

o Avoid close contact with other people 

o Avoid touching their eyes, nose, and mouth 

o Covering cough or sneeze into their elbow or with a tissue, which should 

promptly be disposed. 

• Clean surfaces with standard cleaners. 
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