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Permit Service Center

This guideline is
intended to enhance
local consistency

in application and
enforcement of the
California Building and
Residential Codes.
Application of this
guideline is project
specific and does not
authorize any violation
of local or state code,
ordinance or law in
conjunction with the
proposed work.

The Building Valuation
Data Table represents
average costs per
square foot based on
typical construction
methods for each
occupancy group and
type of construction.
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Guidelines for
BUILDING PERMIT VALUATIONS

Code References

BMC 19.28.020, 19.29.030 and 2022 CBC Section 109.3 Building Permit Valuations:
“The applicant for a permit shall provide an estimated permit value at time of application.
Permit valuations shall include total value of work, including materials and labor, for

the permit is to be issued, such as electrical, gas, mechanical, plumbing equipment

and permanent systems. If, in the opinion of the building official, the valuation is
underestimated on the application, the permit shall be denied, unless the applicant can
show detailed estimates to meet the approval of the building official. Final building permit
valuation shall be set by the building official.”

Procedure for Verifying Building Permit Valuations
1. The applicant shall include the estimated valuation on the building permit application.

2. During the plan review process, building plan check staff shall verify the valuation of
the work based on the occupancy, type of construction, and floor area for new buildings
using the February 2024 Building Valuation Data. See #4 below for alterations to
existing buildings.

3. Where the valuation shown on the permit application is lower in comparison to the
calculated estimate, plan check staff shall update the valuation in the electronic permit
record and shall include notification of the valuation change accompanied by valuation
calculation in the plan review comments. If the application valuation is greater than the
calculated estimate, then the permit shall be based on the application valuation.

4. For alterations to existing buildings, building plan check staff shall estimate the
project valuation based upon the Building Valuation Data table, and depending on the
complexity of the alteration proposed.
— Minor interior alterations shall be valued in the 20% to 30% range new construction;
moderate interior alterations, such as tenant improvements, shall be valued in 40% to
50% range.
— Major alterations which impact building exterior, structural systems and/or primary fire/
life safety systems are to be valued up to 60% of the value of new construction.

5. Shall notify the applicant of the supplemental fees that must be paid at the time of plan
resubmittal or permit issuance.

6. Senior Permit Specialist shall review, on a sample basis, the accuracy of building permit
information, including square footages and percentages used in calculating permit
valuations.

Use and Occupancy Classifications

California Building Code Chapter 3 provides for the classification of buildings, structures
and parts thereof based on the purpose or purposes for which they are used. The
Occupancy Groups include Assembly (A), Business (B), Education (E), Factory (F), High-
Hazard (H), Institutional (1), Mercantile (M), Residential (R), Storage (S), and Utility (U).
Some Occupancy Groups are further subdivided into categories, numbered sequentially,
identifying varying degrees of risk to life safety associated with different types of uses that
fall within the same group.
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Types of Construction

California Building Code Chapter 6 contains the requirements to classify buildings into one of five types of
construction. Many code requirements applicable to a building, such as allowable height, allowable floor area, fire
separation distances, building materials, etc. are dependent on its type of construction.

Types | and Il construction are those types of construction in which the building elements (i.e., roof, walls, floors, and
structural frame) are of noncombustible materials, except as specifically permitted in California Building Code Section
603 and elsewhere in the code.

Type lll construction is that type of construction in which the exterior walls are of noncombustible materials and the
interior building elements are of any material permitted by the code. Fire-retardant-treated wood framing is permitted
within exterior wall assemblies of a 2-hour rating or less.

Type IV construction (Heavy Timber, HT) is that type of construction in which the exterior walls are of noncombustible
materials and the interior building elements are of solid or laminated wood without concealed spaces. Minimum solid
sawn nominal dimensions are required for structures built using Type IV construction (HT).

Type V construction is that type of construction in which the structural elements, exterior walls and interior walls are of
any materials permitted by this code.

Construction Types |, Il, lll, IV and V are further subdivided into two categories, A and B, that identify differences in the
degree of fire-resistance required.

Building Valuation Data** (Based on ICC February 2024 BVD)

Building Valuation Data per Square Foot with 1.21 modifier per City of Berkeley Resolution 67.047-N.s""9

Occupancy Classifications per CBC Chapter 3* o B — Type]s]](:f COnstructilcE: per.CBC C]I;;gter & = VA -
A-1 Assembly. theaters, with stage $399.98 | $385.75| $37436 | $359.61 | $336.03| $326.30| $347.32| $313.14 | $301.16
A-1 Assembly, theaters, without stage $367.22 | $352.99 | $341.61| $326.85| $303.56| $293.83| $314.57| $280.67 | $ 268.69
AsZiAssembly:nightclubs $32974| $31996| $310.86| $300.31| $28164| $27361| $28953| $256.00| $247.72
fr2iAssembly;restaurants, bars; bancusthalls $ 32853 | $318.75| $30844 | $299.10 | $27922 | $272.40| $288.32| $253.58 | $ 246.51
A-3 Assembly, churches $ 37269 | $358.46 | $347.08| $332.32 | $309.19 | $29945| $320.03| $286.29 | $274.31
Acdibssembly;general.icommunity;hallssil ibrariesimuseums $312.08 | $208.75| $286.16 | $272.62 | $248.12| $239.59 | $260.33 | $22522 | $214.46
fstihssembly;arenas $366.01 | $351.78 | $33919| $32564 | $301.14| $20262 | $31336 | $27825| $ 267.48
EiBusiness $ 35030 | $337.86| $32574| $311.96 | $28486| $27475| $299.98| $ 25458 | $ 24295
EiEducational $33436 | $32274| $31254 | $29960 | $279.61| $26532| $28030| $24497 | $237.12
F-1 Factory and industrial, moderate hazard $193.84 | $184.87 | $17345| $167.76 | $ 14950 | $ 142.07 | $ 160.30 | $ 123.95| $ 116.08
F-2 Factory and industrial, low hazard $192.63 | $183.66 | $173.45| $ 166.55 | $ 14950 | $ 140.86 | $ 159.09 | $ 123.95 | $ 114.87
H-1 High Hazard, explosives $180.84 | $171.86| $161.65| $ 154.75 | $ 138.08 | $ 129.44 | $ 147.30 | $ 112.53 N.P.
E1234. ighikiazard $180.84 | $171.86| $161.65| $ 154.75 | $ 138.08 | $ 129.44 | $ 147.30| $ 112.53 | $ 103.45
BiaibiEM $350.30 | $337.86| $325.74 | $311.96 | $28486| $27475| $29998| $25458 | $ 24295
1-1 Institutional, supervised environment $317.28 | $306.07 | $29562 | $285.17 | $26066 | $253.45| $285.21| $234.52| $227.15
1-2 Institutional, hospitals $ 550.75 | $538.31| $526.18 | $512.40 | $ 482.99 N.P. $500.42 | $452.71 N.P.
1-2 Institutional, nursing homes $382.32 | $367.53| $35541| $341.63| $ 316.33 N.P. $329.65 | $286.04 N.P.
1-3 Institutional, restrained $40899 | $39655| $38442 | $37064 | $34534 | $33402| $35866| $315.06| $ 301.01
1-4 Institutional, day care facilities $317.28 | $306.07 | $29562 | $28517 | $26066 | $253.45| $285.21| $ 23452 | $227.15
MiMercantils $24598 | $236.20| $22589 | $21656 | $ 197.56 | $190.74 | $ 20577 | $ 17192 | $ 164.85
R-1 Residential, hotels $ 32026 | $309.05| $29859 | $288.14 | $26421| $257.01| $288.18| $238.07 | $ 230.71
R-2 Residential, multiple family $267.80 | $256.59 | $246.14 | $23568 | $212.91 | $20571| $235.73| $186.78 | $ 179.41
R-3 Residential, one- and two-family 4 $253.62 | $246.52 | $240.71 | $236.09 | $227.98 | $219.55| $232.04| $212.79 | $ 200.46
R-4 Residential. care/assisted living facilities $317.28 | $306.07 | $29562 | $28517 | $26066 | $253.45| $285.21| $23452| $227.15
S-1 Storage, moderate hazard $179.63 | $170.65| $159.23 | $ 153.54 | $ 13566 | § 128.23 | $ 146.09| $ 110.11 | $ 102.24
$:2 olorage, |ow;hazard $178.42 | $16944 | $159.23 | $152.33 | $ 13566 | $127.02| $144.88| $ 110.11| $ 101.03
U Utility, miscellaneous $138.04 | $129.91| $120.86| $ 11567 | $103.01| $ 96.24| $110.10| $ 81.54| $ 77.66
*Values issued by the International Code Council (ICC) Building Valuation Data dated February 2024
**Valuation values are per square foot e. Cases not listed in the table shall be considered separately by the building official
a. Private Garages use Ultility, miscellaneous f. Building valua}tions for construction projects determined to bela remoqel, or renovation
b. Unfinished basements (ali use group) = $36.54/sqft shall be up to sixty percent (60%) of the value of new construction, subject to the
c. For shell only buildings deduct 20 percent approval of the building official
d. N.P. = not permitted g. Decks, balconies, terraces and similar appurtenances shall be twenty percent (20%)

of the value of new construction




