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Hub at Berkeley 
Narrative Discussion of Low Impact Development Feasibility/Infeasibility 

 

This report provides a narrative discussion of the feasibility or infeasibility of providing 100 percent low impact development 
(LID) treatment for Hub at Berkeley, which has been identified as a potential Special Project, based on Special Project 
criteria provided in Provision C.3.e.ii of the Municipal Regional Stormwater NPDES Permit (MRP). This report is prepared 
in accordance with the requirement in MRP Provision C.3.e.vi.(2), to include in Special Projects reporting a narrative 
discussion of the feasibility or infeasibility of 100 percent LID treatment onsite or offsite. 

 
 
1. Feasibility/Infeasibility of Onsite LID Treatment 

 
The project site was reviewed with regard to the feasibility and infeasibility of onsite LID treatment. The results of 
this review showed that it was infeasible to treat 69% of the C.3.d amount of runoff with LID treatment. The 
findings of this review are presented below. 

a. On-site Drainage Conditions. The site is 0.82 acres in the City of Berkeley. The entire project will be 
filled with the new building in order to achieve a density well over 300 du/ac residential units, covered 
garage, amenities and ground floor retail. The site slopes at approximately 2.3% from east to west at the 
ground level. Drainage will consist of roof areas draining to down spouts. Various roof levels and 
terraces divide up the different drainage management areas. 

b. Self-treating and Self-Retaining Areas and LID Treatment Measures. The 17th floor patio and roof 
covering the remainder of 17th story will drain by downspouts to two LID flow-through planter treatment 
measures located on the 12th story roof deck.  

c. Maximizing Flow to LID Features and Facilities. All drainage from the 17th floor patio and the and 
roof above the 17th story will be directed to LID treatment on the 12th story roof deck. Treating runoff 
from the 12th story roof deck with LID flow-through planters on the 2nd floor patios was considered but 
was determined to be infeasible as there is no path for overland release in the event that a drain inlet 
gets clogged. 

d. Constraints to Providing On-site LID. The drainage management areas that are proposed to drain to 
tree-box type high flow rate biofilters and/or vault-based high flow rate media filters include some areas 
that are not covered by buildings. These areas include small strips of pavement along the edges of the 
building. In these areas, conditions and technical constraints are present the preclude the use of LID 
features and facilities, as described below. 

i. Impervious paved areas: Access walkways that serve ground level doors to the building. These 
paths are too narrow to provide space for LID treatment and are sized only to provide pedestrian 
access to the building. 

 

2. Feasibility/Infeasibility of Off-Site LID Treatment.  

The possibility of providing off-site LID treatment was found to be infeasible for the following reasons. 

i. The project proponent does not own land within the same watershed that can accommodate 
adequately sized off-site bioretention facilities in perpetuity to treat the runoff volume from 
this project. 

ii. There is no known regional LID stormwater mitigation program available that can accommodate 
adequately sized off-site bioretention facilities in perpetuity to treat the runoff volume from this 
project. 


